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Im not 10 far prejudic d againſt Pre- 
faces; and Dedications, as to deny them 
be many Times Uſeful, ſometimes 
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thought there was no N. eceſſity for ei- 
ther, I ventured into the World, with- 
out Pattas, without Apology (And who 
would not have perſwaded himſelf, as 
I did, thut u faithful Extract out of the 
Holy Scriptures, might have been ſuf- 
ficientiyy protected, as well as warran- 
ted, by Ie Authority? ): But, ſince 
I have had full Experience, that the 
beſt Cauſe is not always the moſt fa- 
S heard, and that even thoſe of 
aud the King have oftentimes 
the moſt Adverſaries, in this World, I 
thought 1t-high: Time, to bethink my 
ſelf of ſome Patron}! in whoſe! Counte- 
nante I might find Encouragement. 
And mere can I ſô reaſonably pre- 
ſume upon a Defence againſt the imper- 
tinent Cadile, the groundleſs Cyiticiſimt, 
und the adious Relations: of the open 
and: ſernet Enemies of the Church and 
cl. 1 Monar- 


The DEDICATION: 
Monarchy, as from Pu, whoſe C 
Concern this is? For the Rights of the 
Church can't be violated; but your 
Religion (or, at leaſt, the Exerciſe of. 55 
will become precarious: Neither cal 
thoſe of the CroWn be invaded, with- 
out involving every private Subject (and 
more eſpecially Tau,” who b by Princip ceple 
are the moſt inviolably attach d thereto) 
in the Commor' Calamity. For, ſuch 
hath formerly been, and I :hope ſtill 


may be, the Characteriffick of that 


Church, of which we are Mempbers, that 
it © hath ſtood unſhaken in its Loyalty 
© among all the, Storms of Fury, and 
©. Paroxiſms of Madneſs, ich have 
© ſeized our Nation. For neither the 
©. Rage of the Heathen, nor Madneſs of 
© the "People, that imagined a vain Thing 
not the Fears: and Rumours fl 
© vations in Religion, dreſſed up with all 
< the amazing Circumſtances :of Hor- 
© rour ; not ſecret Underminings, and 
; * Bi Batteries; not the Force of 
hreptning, nor Tower of . 
ir1eat;, M 


The DEDTFCATTON. 
on; nor all other Stratagems of re- 
5 bellious Minds, could ever draw off 
6 2 "hos r 
6 iance an t 
© the Badge of the Chareh and. Ges of 
gland; and there being no truer 
© Shibboleth to diſtinguiſn her Tre Sons, 
from thoſe. that are 3 and pre- 
tended Ones (a). 
And yet, it is nat Jour Concern alone, 
but that of every Eggliſb dubject. For 
fince, as hath been lately well obſer ved, 
the Nu bas at leaſt the ſame Right 
5. with every private Perſon, and 4 
much greater Right, as he 7 the 
© Perſon and Fortunes of every private 
c Man in that Community 19 7 
follows, that whenever the Right, of 
the King are injuriouſly, attem ted, thoſe 
of every prevate Subject muſt 'be: ſenſibly 
affefted ;:and conſequently, every private 
_ io the No ao ought to 
Ll A890 611200 108 ay + 10 0 
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The DEDICATION. © 
intere6 himſelf therein, and make it 


- | his own Caſe,” But, that this is even 
our indiſpenfible Duty, we have alſo 
che expreſs Authority and Evidence of 
: our Bleſſed Sauiour; who, in what he 


ſays relating to himſelf, ou ly inti- 
antes, Tha, whenever a'Ang's Perſon, 
or Rights, are in Danger, from either 
the s, Pens, or T ongues of his E- 
nemies, it is the Duty of all his Subjects 
to aſſiſt him, by all manner of Ways, 
and when Occaſion requires it, to b 
that he ſhould not be delivered to bis Jewiſh 
Tbs any. B. b Lon abt 
is, my. Br to uſe the 
Words af a bits Eminent Deune) is not 
only the Bat, but the Ouly True Cauſe 
© of God. in this World, for which Al 
Subjects are bound in Conſcience to 
Fight; the Cauſe of their Lawfid So- 
© veraign, that which he authorizes, 
© either by his Perſon, or his Commil- 
© ſion, or his Allowance (6). 75 
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The DEDICATION 

The fatal Conſequences of the Ne- 
glect of this Duty, in the Beginning of 
the Troubles of our Royal Party, 
Argue ſtrongly alſo, from our m Ex: 
| ny as Eng)iſhmen; againſt the like 
Negligence; wheneverolt pleaſes God 
Almighty, far our National Sins, tO. 
flict us with the like Natiumal Fudoments, 
For, nen, aur undoubted Lawful So. 
eraigu awas,. by his NMatural- born and 
fun Subjects, Reſiſted; Iurpriſoned, De- 
poſed, and Murthered: His undoubted 
Sn and Heir. firſt dri ven into Papiſh 
Countries, for Protection and Subſi 
ſtance, and then, under a Charge of 
Popery, &. Renaunced, Attainted, Ab- 
juned, and a Price (much greater than 
Thirty Pieces of Silver) ſet upon bis 
Head; tho in Truth, if he had been 4 
Papiſt indeed, it had been his Masfor- 
unte only, but their own Hulilt. 
chor, (us a late Divine obſerved) thoſe 
Rebels © by bauiſhing the Royal Fa- 
Amily, catt them into the very Jaws 
of Fopery and Seduction, aud not on- 
+ RES & COTS TT TEIN * & ly 
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The DEDICATION. 
« Iy led but drove them into Temptation . 
Upon which he expoſtulates thus, 22 
And now will theſe Fellows plunge -_. a 
Men over Head and Ears ina Diteh, e. 8 
© and then knock out their Brains, for » 
© having a Spot upon their Clothes 2 . 
© kindle a Flame round about them,” ol 
© and then, with tragical Outcries, re-.⁷.]õ 
© proach them for being finged * Do 
© all that they can, compaſſing even: 
© Sea and Land, to make a Proſelyte 
© to Popery, and then ſtrip him of his 
© Inheritance for being 10? O!]! the 
© Equity, Reaſon, and Humanity of a 
© True Proteſtons, Fanatic Zeal ! Much 
© according to the Devil's Method, 
© firſt to draw Mea to Sin, and then to 
© damn and deftroy them for it (a)!“ &. no . 
But further, the Biſbops and Clergy, As. —_— 
who adhered to the Ancient and Or- 
thodox Doctrines of the Church of gle” r, 
EN LAND, were turned out of their Au, <5 
Freeholds by * Acts or Ordinan - 2 4 


— r _—— 


(a) Senth's Serm. Vel. vi. P. 27, 


ces of a Rabel Parliament: And others 
(after the Order of Feroboam ) Treaſo- 


the Stage, to act the Parts of Kings and 
Priefts in the reſpective Offices of the 
. Church and Kingdom of Chriſt! Our An- 
ce, the True Churchmen and Loyal 
aa = Subjets, were forced to retire into Up- 
— ene (as their Exemplars, the 
*  Premitroe Chriſtians, did, in the Time 
ofthe like Perſecutions (a) there private- 
— pray unto that God, who ſeeth in 
et; (h (nay, and the gaod King him- 
ſelf, for Want of his Oribodox Clergy, 
was, during his Confinement, glad to 
be his own Chaplain in his Bedchamber, 
rather than join with the intruded Schiſ- 


maticks) ; while the Pulpits and Parijh- 


Chrrches were open to every body, but 

ſuch as had the Rigbt and Lawful Call 
to them! Then, as a faithful and con- 
F  - fciencious Adherence to the Lawfw 
| Kung was accounted High Treaſon ; fo to 


ſerve 


(s) Ai. 1% . (0) G. Math, vi. 6. Ai. 19. 
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The DEDICATION: 
ſerve God, according to hir own Inftitur> 
tion, was reckoned an High Cm and 
Maiſdenieanowr ! And, in a Word, the 


beſt Subjects were frequently ſequeſter'd, 


and other ways reduced Rigs od "A 


Poverty, for the Sake of a good Confer» 
ence ; while the Uſurpers, aud their 
Adberents, by the Means of unwarrdri- 
table Compliances, 'recerved their goil 
Things in this Life, being clatbed in 


ple and fine Limen nd feng fe 


Day (a)! 

"'To ine, all which about, thoſe 
audacions Rebels firſt with Fealots- 
fies and Fears (as they; pretended) of 
Popery ; which they fallely and ma- 
licioully inſinuated againfthe beſt King; 
and one of the beſt Archbi/ho 8 that _ 
beſt of - Churches was ever 

 Falſely, 1 ſay, to thew their — a 
Though, if _ King had indeed been 


of that „it would not have fol- 
low 'd, * * Church muſt have been 
| b 2 ruin d; 


(& Licks xvi 19, 23. * 
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The DEDICATION 
ruin'd ; ſince we might have a Free- 


4 dom of Religion under a' Popiſb Go- 
= © vernment, and a Pop;/h Direction (a) 
r, And beſides, as we have God's re- 
peated Promiſes to take care of his 
Church in all its Dangers, there is no- 
thing for Us to do, but to uſe-Lawful 
Meuur only for its Security, and truſt 
in Him for the Effect. Whereas the 
contrary Procedure, of Reviling, Re- 
fiſting,  Impriſoning, Depoſing, Baniſbing, 
or Murthering God's Lawful Vicegerent, 
under the ſpecious Pretence of ſecuring 
Religion, is condemned by all true Eu- 
gl:/hmen, all true "Proteſtants, all true 
Chriſkians. For tis certain, that no 
7 Jealouſies or Fears, no threatning 
©!Dangers can juſtify any unwarrantable 
Means of our Preſervation, or make us 
forget our Duty to God and the 
f''King!* (b). No! That is going to 
the Deuil for Help in God's Cauſe; and 
OPT SY ET eurer Wo ww FE is 


— rrenmnmmm— 2 
teh B. Hoadl. S 22. Mar. 1707. (ö) Mr. Sam, 
Adams's Serm, agajnſt Rebell, 171 f. P. 24. 
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is acting upon the Principles of thoſe 
who hold it lawful to do Evil that Good 
muy come ; of whom the iuſpired 
{tle has declared, that their Danmatron 
is juſt ! (a). 2100 
: AA thus thoſe pretended Pa- 
triots ated : And having inftilled that 
groundleſs Apprehenſion of Popery into 

the credulous Mobb, as the neceſſa 
and unavoidable Ca thereof, 
(and, as if Engli/bmen had all been Slaves 
to the Popi/h Kings before the Reforma- 
tion !) they alarmed the Nation, with 
the Danger of Tyranny and Arbi⸗ 
trary PoWer ! [24 
Then their Bufineſs was, by their 
ſeditious Pamphlets and Sermons, to pre- 
judice the unthinking Multitude agus 
the Government, both in Church and 
State, as Uſurpations upon the Liberties 
of the Free-born People! and to per- 
ſwade them to exert themſelves; in 
i order 


— » 


— — 


— 


(a) Se Bradf Serm, 3. Nov; 1696. and Milb. 30. Jan 
1715. Rom, iii. 8. | 
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De DEDICATTON: 
erde to the Recovery of their preten- 
ded Native Freedom. 1 

The better to do which, they impu- 

dently aſſerted (and demurely quoted 

the Holy Scriptures, as if they could 
have found Evidence in the Mord of God 
againſt his own Inftitutions ! ) that nei- 
ther the Regal, nor Ep:ſcopal Power 
had any Ground or Foundation in the 
ſacred Records; but that all Power, 
Eccleſiaſtical as well as Civil, was radi- 
cally, or originally, in the People, and 
therefore but a Truſt, which the Tru- 
ftees' muſt be accountable for to them; 
and conſequently, that the People might 
juitly Deprive the One, and Depoſe the 

Other (yet, and Murder Both) when- 

ever, they thought, the Publick Good 

might be advanced thereby. , Sf 

.-+ Theſe, and the reſt of their rebellious 

Tenets were ſo manifeſtly contrary to 

Serigture, Hiſtory, Law, Reaſon, and 

even to Common Senſe too, that many 

N (and among thoſe that good King him- 

| | felf, whoſe Credaliiy and Clemency * 

is 


m — 8 tuu u .c 
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The DEDTCATTON. 
his greateſt, if not his only Faults) 
would not be perſwaded to ſuſpect the 
Senſe, as well as Loyalty, of the Peo- 
ple of England, ſo far, as to appre- 
hend any er therefrom. But alas! 
(ſo little Aſſurance is there of the Af. 
fections of the Multitude, that) when 
it was too late to rectify it, they 
were all convinced of their Miſtake”: 
Inſomuch, that when the Ning iſſued 
his Declaration, in Anſwer to that of the 

th of May, 1642, concerning the Mi- 
itia, he attributed the chief Cauſe of 
all thoſe Troubles, to thoſe very Pm 
phlets and Papers, which he had before 
thought. below the High and Royal Digi- 
ty, wherem God had placed him, to take 
atice f. And therein His Majeſty 
complained, That © whilſt the Preſſes 
*- {warmed with, and every Day pro- 
* duced new Tracts againſt the Ba 
* bliſh'd Goverment of the Church and 
* State, moſt Men wanted the Courage 
or the Conſcience to write, or the O 
- portunity and Encouragement to rr 

C 4 
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© 4iſh ſuch compoſed ſober Animadver- 


6 ſions, as might either preſerve the 
Minds of his good Subjects from ſuch 
Infection, or reſtore and recover 
© them, when they were ſo in- 


Rene)" 


Agreeably to which, the Great 


Council of the Nation, in a Lawfu 


Parliament Aſſembled, after the Happy 
Reſtoration of the Sou and Heir of the 
Royal Martyr, declared the true Senſe 
of a Free People, as follows; © That the 
© Growth and Encreaſe of the (then) 
© late Troubles and Diſorders did, in 
c a very great Meaſure, proceed from 
© a Multitude of Seditious Sermons, 
© Pamphlets, and Speeches, daily prea- 
© ched and publiſhed, with a tranicen- 
© dant Boldneſs, defaming the Perſon 
and Government of His (then) Ma- 
©: jeſty- and his Royal Father, wherein 
Men were too much . encouraged : 
And, above all, from the wilful Mi- 


© ſtake 
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take of the Suprtam and Laws 


Authoꝛity, whilſt — ben | 
- —— up * _ 
Oꝛders and W 4 4 
and Covenants, - nee 
„Ade, Vd ut the itt Colour 
c as - had not-the our 
| of Law 02 Juſtice to ogy 170 
cn; Prom” which-kind Ns 


| r nt 
s the. preſent Ke 


ovided (a). 1 
according to the Sauſe ef toe 
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(ed you ſee the did); how much does || g. 

it behove all True Churchmen and | 7 
W 
tc 
t 


Topal Subjects to encounter ſuch 
ſeditrous Sermons, Pamphlets, and Speeches, 
and, above all, to do their; utmoſt En- 
deavour to give their Fellow Subjects 
a true Notion of the Supreme and Lau- 
feb Arahorty, the Miſtake of which, it 
ſeems, has been ſo deſtructive to our 
Nation dr this, Wr and 
fhew your ſelves Men (a)! Subjects! 
Cbriſtians 155 ſince — have . 
Authority to ſay, that) the preſent Age is 
nJt wholly freed from thoſe ind of Diſtem- 
pers, fee that you watch againſt them, 
and ſtand faſt in Faith (and Loyalty) | 
quit jou like Men ! Be ſtrong (b)! So that, 
it may pleaſe God, a timely Remedy be- 
ing happily provided, neither we, nor 
our Poſteriiy, may hereafter be ſubject 

to ſo fatal a Relapſe. But, if it ſhould 
be our Misfortune now, as it was then, 
that Men want the Courage. or the Con- 

250 ſcience 
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ſcience, to oppoſe ſuch a growing Evil, 


will it be in Aumigbty God to gi ve us up 
to be à Prey to the like Uſurpatrons, and 
to conſume: both us and our King (a)! 
ts — which Godavert. qo) © 097 
What che State of Things is uo. 
it © 1 ſhall not need to obſerve. We all 
r © ſeerit, and know it full well. And 
e if 1 ſhould ſay moreover, that 
there are ſome ſtill among us, as 
- * deeply tainted with thoſe Princi- 
5. © ples of Sædition and Rebellion, which 
brought about % Day Tragedy; as 
* any of their Fathers, were; and who, 
* it they had liv d in their Days, would 
„have been as forward as the for- 
- © wardeſt. of them were, in unhinging 
b © the Government, and deſtroying the 
5 


© Church, nay, and iu bringing their 
GHyvereign to the Block; though ſome 
perhaps would be angry at my Say- 


02 © my 


„„ DLAN, 


whilſt it is in their Power, how juſt 


FDEDICATTION. 
| ©'my ſpeaking a Truth au & Shaſon ; 
1 5 1 wy er Felieve — be bog 
7 wn me for ſaying it, who 
"hu 1 00 know it to be a Trath(a).” - 
That i _ offer m 3 
the putting a Stop to us 
Diſtemy er (ar kult fo far us ene Holy 
noe, are coricerned), andi Hopes 
char might in ſome Meaſufe .contri- 
e either to — pyeſerve the ä kis 
a Subjects from ſubh Iufecli- 
a . esel . khöſe 
wen a infeded, by the noto- 
rious Abuſe aid Perverfion thereof, I 
took the Cumuge (rather than he avis 
tb'the/Imputarion' of the ¶ ani 
ence\ which the Martyr ot this Day 
complainis' of) W to the: Publick, 
Aiport "Hiſtory. of '#he Reval: "Sure fſhim, 
andthe Rights 80 the ſeveral Kings veeor- 
ded: n tbe floh Sera puren; wherein it 
| how far the Ne- 
Eaſton see axe from 
being 


(a) Blackh Ny U Nun 1708. pag. 21. 
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being wartanted by thoſe, Sacred Re- 
tords, to which our Modern Aſſertors 
(as they call themſelves) of the Rights 
of the Chriftiau Church, and the Liber- 
— of the People, have the Confidence to 
for the” Truth of them. 
r there wwe find not the leaſt Foot- 
ep of a State of Nature (when 
Men are pretended to have been born free 
from — Yoke-of Government, that is, 
Sons of. Belial!; No 
— ar -Etection of Kings or 
Prieſts! No Oꝛiginal Contract 
detwꝗ)ixt the Govrrnours and Govemed! 
No Coertton upon their Sacre Por- 
* Nor any Reſiſtance, Nebelli⸗ 
on, or even DeW-Defen Defence again 
(much! leſs a ON or 
Ir 
is plainly. con 
Ghoſt. But, on the centrar y, there w 
find Evidenee as clear as the Sun, that 
Government (and even che 
tal Foꝛm thereof) was ciginally inſtitu- 
oy wy — "That the Succeſſion 
there- 


! . | 
Th | . 4 ( 9 
- e { . : : N 
f : | . . 6 . 
1 


thereto was, as well by the Law of God 


as by that of Nature, Hereditary from 


Father to Son, and fo to theNext of Kin, 
whether Male or Female, according to 
Pꝛioꝛity of Birth and Pꝛoximity 
of Blood, without Regard to other 
Perſonal Endowments or Qualifications. 
That though ſuch Succeſſion was ſome- 
times defeated, and the Reins of Go- 
vernment put into other Hands, yet 
whenever ſuch Revolutions happened; 
they were always held as Unlawſul-and 
Ufurpations, | unleſs they carried with 
them very plain Evidence of their being 
the Lord's Doing (as in the Caſes of Saul, 
David, and Somon): That as Kings 
were wnaccountable to the People, for 


o " » 


their Adminiſtration inthe State, ſo were 
the Heb Profs in the . abſolates 

independent upon the State, in Rela» 
— the Exerciſe of their ſpiritual 
Powers; und a S hiſm in the Church was 
formed againſt the Oue, in the ſame 
Manner as a Rebellion and Dſurpatios in 
the State were formed againſt the Gun 
esl: 


5  & . 
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The DEDICATION. 
And accordingly they are our Lawful 
Governours, both in Church and State, to 
whom alone, (aud not to every Oliver, 
or other Uſurper or Intruder, who gets 
Poſſeſſion of the Regal or Epiſcopal 
Throne) our Obedience is due, by t 
Apoſtolical Precepts (a). . 
While that was in the Preſs, another 
Book happened to be publiſhed upon 
the ſame Subject, intituled, Scripture 
Polit icks, or, An impartial Account of 
the Origin and Meaſures of Government, 
Eccleſtaſtical and Civil, taken out of the 
Books of the Old and New Teſtament, &C. 
by William Whiſton, M. A. Cc. 1717. 

This raiſed my Curiofity, to fee, 
how far I had the Happineſs to agree 
with a Perſon, whoſe Name is fo well 
known. But, upon the Peruſal there- 
of, I found his Scripture Politicks and 
mine ſo very much unlike, as if they 
had not been taken out of the ſame Re- 
cord: For I obſerved, that that Gentle- 
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The DEDICATTON: 
max had taken a great deal of Pains to 
make hir Bible a Warrant for the Re- 
preblican Scheme of Government ; where- 
as my Obſervations therefrom were di- 
realy to the contrary. However, I 
had fo humble an Opinion of my own 
Judgment, that I brought as many of 
the controverted Paſſages, as my Time 
would allow me, tothe Teſt of the Bi- 
zie, to which we ſeverally referred our 
ſelves, for our Vouchers: And, upon 
the iſon, Iaffirm, that in my 
Bible (of which 1 have ſeveral Editions) 
I eould find no manner of Cauſe for 
me to have altered any thing in my 

Shunt bleſtory, had the Copy been in my 

u, as at was in the Primter's Hands. 
But, fince I found ſo many, and fo ve- 
ry great (euen Fundamental) Variances 
between us, leſt the unwary Reader 
fhouldl be drawn into dangerous Errors, 
withont Examination, I took Occa ſion, 
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the Preſs, I have ſeen Mr. biens 


new Book of © Scripture Puliticks; 
wherein, upon a tranfient View, I 
find, that that Celebrated Author's 
Judgment does Honour to my Ob- 
ſervations, in many Particulars. For, 
whoever has carefully read over theſe 
Sheets, muſt needs, by this Time, be 
convinced, that Mr. Whiſton is noto- 
riouſly miſtaken, where he affirms, 
that it appears in Scripture, that nothing, 
in Ordinary Caſes, but the free Choice or 
Recognition of a People, gives a juſt Tix 
tle io a Prince to govern them (a); as 
well as in ſeveral Nees and Argu- 
ments tending to the Proof thereof. 
I could likewiſe point out many Pla- 
ces of that Book, wherein the Author 
ſeems to have ftudied other Politichs 
more than thoſe of the Holy Scripture: ; 
but, as that would lead me beyond 
the Bounds of this my Undertaking, 
I ſhall, at preſent leave the Particu- 

| N 


\ 


(4) Dedicar; p. iii, (b) See Propos. vin &c. 


The DEDICATION. 
* lars to our impartial Reader's own 
© Animadverſion. I know, Mr. AI bi- 
© ſion has too great an Averſion to Po- 
© pery, to pretend to Jufallibility : And 
© therefore, I hope, he will not take 
< 1t ill, that I have made a little free 
© with his Name and Writings. How- 
c ever, if he does, Idefire no Favour 
from him, but ouly this, that the 
© Holy Bible may be allowed for the 
© Nule of our Seripture Politicks.* = 
Upon this, I expected that he would 
either have offered ſome better Proof of 
his Propoſitions, which I had thus char- 
ged with notorious Miſtakes, or elle 
have called upon. me to make good my 
Charge, by exhibiting the particular 
Articles of that general Impeachment : 
But, all in vain! Mr. I biſſons Reputa- 
tion in Scripture Politicks is (it ſeems) fo 
well eſtabliſhed, that nothing I can ſay | 
needs to give him the Trouble of a 
Vindication; and that of a poor Anony- 
mous Writer is not worth any other ju- 
dicious Perſon's Notice; ſo that hi- 
therto 


The DEDICATTON. 
therto, as Mr. Whiſfor's is undefen- 
ded, ſo my little Book remains un- 
confuted, unanſwered. I own indeed 
that I have met with ſome few Hints, 
in accidental Converſation, which have 
convinced me that I was too Short inthe 
Explanation of two or three Particu- 
lars: But I never yet have read or 
heard of any thing therein miſtaken, 
except only one Paſſage, in the Caſ®'of 
Jehoahaz, the $on of Foſtab, and forme 
few trivial Hyata of che Preſs. 

In this therefore (to which I have 
been induced by ſeveral Motives, ticed- 
lefs here to be mentioned) I have not 
only taken Care to correct that Over- 


* 
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fight, but have alſo intermixed Re- 


marks upon ſeveral Caſes; as I had Op- 
portunity to meet with them, milfe-' 
ported, by Mr. Whiſton, and ſevexul o- 
thers; though in Truth the Number 
of ſuch miſteported Cuſes is ſo gent, 
and thoſe Writers and Preacher, Who 
laid themſelves open to Cenſure fot it, 
ſo mauy, that I had not Room to take 


; 
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The D EDICATTON. 
proper Notice of them all. I might 
add, that ſeveral of them are fo very 
high in Place, and the Eſteem of the 


World, that it might have been more 


for my own private Intereſt (had I con- 
ſulted that more than I do the Truth) 
to have let them quite alone: But 
whilſt ur Controverſy is about the 
Holy Seriptine s, which ought to be the 
Rule of our Conduct in every thing, 
the more eminent and popular the Per- 
ſons are who appear on the other Side 
of, the Queſtion, fo much the more 
Danger is thei gf Lifeclion therefrom, 
and ſo much the more Neceſſity for us 
to be upon our Guard againſt it. 


.» Ferhaps, inderd I ſhould not have » 


troubled! you with particular Remarks 
upon Mr. ies Anti⸗Scriptural 
Politicks (after ſuch a general Cen- 
ſure of them) had he ſtood alone, and 
not been ſeconded and ſupported | by 
ſome, whoſe Notions, though every 
whit tas pernicidus, are not uſually read 
with ſo good a Guard as thoſe af Mr. 
II hiſton, and therefore are the more ca- 


pable 


| 


The DEDICATTON. 
pable of doing Miſchief. Beſides which, 


as theirs are ſcattered abroad in many 
different Pamphlets and Sermons, but 
his reduced to the narrow Compaſs of 


one Book, I thought, that in confuting 
him, | ſhould confute them; and the 
fame Anſwer that you meet with here, 
to his Abuſe of the Holy Scripture, will 
ſerve any of the reſt, wkexaliveck you 
find them; which is the Reaſon I have 
ſo rarely quoted any other. 


For my own Part, ſo long as I have | 


the Holy Scriptures for my Foundation, 
and you True Churchmen and Loyal 86 
js for my Patrons, I ſhould — have 
Leen difeviars ged, in the Queſt orDefence 
ef the Truth, tho I could have appre- 
hended, that! was, in ſo doing, ne- 
ceſſarily to wreſtle againſt Principalities, 
avainſt Powers, avainſ the Rulers of the 
Darkneſs of this W, orld, againſt. 8 piritual 
Wickedneſs in High Places (a). | 

I might alſo have preſumed upon the 
Laws of the Land, as my Warrant - But, 
as that is, at preſent, out of my Sphere, 


(9) Yr Vis 12. 
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Ave it to 


attainted the Nqgicider, for the exe- 


The” DEDICATION. 


 myi Concern here being wholly with 


thoſe of Gu, and this my Undertaki 


confined to Scripture Politicks, 1 


others, to clear our Conſtiteai: 
ax; from the Suſpicion of favouring 


fuch Notions; as are utterly deſtructive 
of all ' manner of "Government in the 


World. Tho' I cannot but obſerve, 


that the ſame Free Parliament, which 


crable Murther of their Liwful King, 
did allo-exprelly © renounce, abomi- 
c nate; and proteſt againſt Au P20- 


« ceedings tending thereto (0). 


And conſequently therefore againſt all 
thoſe ſeditiaus Sermons, Pampllett, and 
Speeches, from whence (as is before 


proved) the Grawth and Increaſe of the 


then late Troubles and — did ma 


der) great Meuſare proceed. 
22 [ 2 . to make ſome 


Apolo ſelf, with Regard to 
abe Sele 2 lam —.— be li- 
able to various Objectious. Iis cer- 
N that fine Language and well- turn d 
Periods 


e 
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The DEDICATION. 
periods, would have much better recom- 
mended the Diſcourſe to the Comman 
Reader's Favour ; But as 1 always 
thought That to be the beſt E 
which had the beſt Effect upon the 
judgment and Practice of thoſe ta wham 
it was addreſſed, ſo, in this Treatiſe of 
the Conſtitution of the Fewnſ: Governe 
ment, | choſe to expreſs my. ſelf in 
fuch Terms, as have a known and de- 
termined Senſe and Meaning, among 
thoſe - whom I am to expect for my 
Readers ; and therefore I perfwade my 
ſelf, that Toy will not be Critical, but 
overiook the unpoliſhed Dreſs it ap- 
pears in, and receive the Truth to your 
Protection, for its own ſale. 
And now, what remains, but that 
all of us, in our reſpective Stations, ap- 
ply our ſelves dutifully and diligently 
to the putting a Stop to thoſe Pernicious 
Doclrincs, and Traiterou Praclices, which 
have heretofore overwhelmed both out 
Church and State in one Ruine? Where- 
in, that our Endeavaurs may have the 
better Effect, ſo as that thoſe 8 
— ins 


* 


Sins which we have thisDay:renounc 4, 
may never be repeated, at leaſt in this 
| oy Nation, ls us learn, before it be 
i o live in the true Faith and 
Fear N Re Ge in true Loyalty and Obedi. 
'$ ence to his Vicegerent, and in Brotherly 
„ Love and Charity one towards another; 

ndnd then we may, with the greater Aſſu⸗ 


1 Kings and Governour of all Things, in 
A the Words of our moſt excellent Latur- 
y to infatuate and 25 all the ſecret 
ls of the. Ungodly ; to abate their 
Pride, wage their Malice, and confound 
their Devices ; to ſtrengthen the Hands of 
our” (gracious Sovereign, with. Judgment 
and Juſtice, to cut off all ſuch Workers of 
ae as tum Religion into Rebellion, 
Faith into & action; that they may 
never agam prevail qgainſt us, nor triumph 
| in . Ne of — Monarchy and his 
| Church anupgſÞ-us ; which is the ans” 
| Prayer of 
1 eee, ad 
t ene rum, 
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—_ rance, addreſs. ourſelves to the King of 
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OF THE 


Riga: Succeſſion, '&c. 


HAVING oftentimes, with 2 
Concern, obſerved, how much 
che Minds of Hi: A Sub- 
jets are diſtratted, by the various 

Gloſſes,, which fel and De- 
NN ing Men have put upon the Sur 
ceſſion of ſeveral of the Kings. recor- 
ded in the Holy Striptures, (every one of them endea- 
— 2 make the Word of God — wwe _ 

urn, whereby ible Arguments are paſs 

upon the — — for Authentick Evidence) 
(a) I couldnot but think, it would be of Service tomy 
Countrymen, to lay before them A ſhore "Hiſtory of 
the Regal r and the Rights of the ſeveral King, 
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(s) Whiſh Script. Palit, Dedicat, P. 30. 


2 The fort HISTORT of 
thaſe ſarred Rerordu. And as my only End in this 
ublication is to prevent a Deluſion; and undeceive 
deluded: So the beſt Mean thereto, is, in as 
lain and Summary 4 Manner, as the Nature of the 
bje& will bear, to continue it down from the be- 
inning ofall Things, ſo far as God's People had any 
- Govertiient-among them 

In the doing of which, I have too awful a 
Regard for the Subje&, to preſume to deal unfaith- 
fully with ir: And, as to e Chriſtian Reader, I have 
conſtantly quoting er and Verſe, laid my 
ſelf at his Mercy to. correlt me e . 'I may 


happen to be miſtaken. 
t alf j Juſt —_— Saber Ec cal or 
derived from God, who is the 
only 3 gh omated; and 23 Lord and 
Governour of the World. And that they do all ſome 
wy: or other, receiv. their Sanſtion from Divine 
borty, is not only admitted, but aſſerted, by 
Mr. Whiſton himſelf, hose ff > AN Prope- 
ſition this is. And this he j juſtly thinks to be ſo evi- 
dent to al who believe 4 God, a Providence, and the 
' Truth of the * as not to need à particular 1 
to them. as for thoſe, (ſays he,) who ſup 
F —— to have originally ſprang up Fon 
% meer Human Compatts, and from the. People, in- 
< de tly on God, and without any Regard 
* to his Will and Authority, they ſeem to me to 
# Coon Men to have Sprung out of the Earth, 
and not to have had God for their Creator: And 
alſo to ſappoſe that all Government has no higher 
5 * End to aim at, than the Convenieacies of this 
preſent Life; both which things are entirely con- 
& trary to Religion, and utterly inconfiftent with 
e the ſacred Hiſtory of the Origin and primitive 
% Exerciſe of Government among Men. So that 
tei this cannot deſerye a ſerious Conſideration un- 
« der the preſent Argument of Scripture Politicks, 


— 7 


Civil, muſt Origin 


the (Regal Succeſſion, &. 3 
but muſt be left to the Irreligious Schemes of the 
* Atheifls and Unbelievers, () G c. So evident is 
the Divine Original of Government, by Mr. Nbiſton so n 
Argument! From which his Propoſition, it neceſ- 
_ farily follows, that no Governments, whether Errieſſa- 
ſtical or - Civil which cannot be Originaly|.derived 
from God, or do not, ſome way or other, receive their: 
Sanition from Divine Authority, are to be eſteemed juſt 
Governments. — 2 „ un d A art 
And as to the particular Forms thereof, whoever 
believes the AMoſaical Account of the Creation, and 
Judges impartially of what he reads, cannot doubt, 
that Ponarchy was the firſt and original Form of 
Government, and that too inſtituted immediately by 
God himſelf, from the beginning of the World. For 
we read, that as ſoon as _ _ —_— — Man, 
be gave: him a Sceptre, im his Vicegerent 
( — Biſhop Andrews expreſſeth it,) (b) giving him 
Dominion over the Fiſh of the Sea, and over the Fowl of 
the Air, and over every Living thing that moveth upon 
the Earth (r); his Wife herſelf not excepted, to 
whom the Lord ſaid, thy Deſire ſhall be te thy H- 
band, (or, as it is in our Margin, Subject to thine HHus- 
band) and he ſhall Rule over thee (d). Which laſt, 
being ſpoken after Adam had finned, plainly ſhew- 
eth us, that his Dominion was not "founded in 
Gate; that is to ſay, in his perſonal Yirtue, Goodneſs 
and Deſert. at 
When God had Bleſſed them with Children, 
it pleaſed him, that the Father, by his paternal 
Authority, was ſole Ruler or Monarch over them, 
andjall that proceeded from them, during his Life, ru- 
ling them with a Power Patriarchal, Regal, or Im- 
perial (e): As chip ane 76: ight do,even 
* Well 5 2 11:12 <£1:.ME 


K 
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( Sorine. Polit 5. x. (5) Lager. fol. 96. (e Geneſ. i. 28 
(4) L. 16. 0 Alber Overall Cue. Book , Lib. 1. C · 2. 
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at this Day, ſuppoſing him and his Family to fall 
into any Places which were not governed by any ſu- 
Periour Lord. And, for the better ordering of the 

Sons and their Families, the Elder was, by God 
himſelf, declared Ruler over the Younger. For, tho 


Gain was a very Wicked Man, and Abel a Righ- | 


teous one, inſomuch that the Lord had reſpect wnto 
Abel, and his Offering, but unto Cain, and to his Off- 
ring, be had not reſpett (a) : Yet, even to this very 
Wicked Gain it was, that the Lord, ſpeaking of 
his Good Brother Abel, faid, Unto thee ſhall be his 


Deſite, and thou ſhalt Rule over him, (b) or, (as it is in 


the Margin) thou ſhalt! have the Excellency, and 
be ſhall be ſubje unto thee; ſo that neither 
was his Dominion founded in Grace, but in Nature 
only, by virtue of his Primogeniture, ' 
I'm willing therefore to hope, that Mr. Whiſton 
had not this Caſe of Cain and Abel in his Thoughts, 
when he: expreſſed himſelf as followeth; “ we 
4 have not, that I know of, one Example, in 
* all che Bible, where Providence gives the leaft 
c Preference to the Eldeſt Son, in Point of Govern- 
e ment, before the Pungeſt; I mean this (ſays he) 
.*© barely on Account of ſuch Primogeniture, and 
without regard to more valuable Perſonal Qualifi- 
& cations (c): For nothing can be more clear, than 
that che more valuable Perſonal Qualifications were 
Abel's, and that it was barely on Account of Primoge- 
niture, chat the Preſerence in point of Government was 
given to Cain the 'B\deſt' Sou. And, as this is full 
to the purpoſe, ſo it ought to have the greater 
Weight, for being tlie Firſt and General Rule in 
- thoſe Caſes; eſpecially with Air. Whiſton, who, but 


Eigb Pages © betore, has himſelf placed this very | 
- Caſe among the (not Human but) Divine Lam,; where 


he 
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the Regal Succeſſion, &. 3 
he owns, that © it ſeems to him to imply, then 
« at leaſt, the Inferiority, and in ſome Degree, 
« the Subjection of the Tounger Children to the Elder, 
<«<.while they were under their Parents Authority, 


« and in the ſame Family, even without regard to 
4 their Uirtue. () | 


* 


Ihis is a full Conceſſion, that there was ſuch a 
Law or Rule, in the beginning, in favour of the 
Eldeſt Son againſt the Dunger, in Point of G 
barely on Account of Pꝛimogenitute; and that top 
not Puman, but Divine. But Ar. Whiſton ſeems 
to make it a Queſtion, © Whether that Law did 
cc continue in Force afterwards, becauſe of Cain's 
& Abuſe of that Power? And whether it were 3 
Lam indeed, or only a particular Jnjunition in 


F© a- particular Caſe? (b) * Now, that it 
: Caſe, 
how - 


be a particular Injunction, made in this parti 
Iſee no Reaſon to ſuppoſe: Nor can I ima | 
that Author (who builds ſo much of his Scripture 
Politicks, upon the Foundation of Perſenal/Virtue, 
Goodneſs, and Deſert) could fancy Cain, whoſe Of- 
ferings God would not look upon, ſhould never- 
theleſs be ſo far in his favour, as to gain the Pre- 
ference in Point of Government, before his Tounger 
Brother Abel, whoſe Offerings God had graciouſly 
accepted; and that too, at the very time, that 
(God knew) he had premeditated in his Heart, to 
murder his more Righteous Brother, on Account 

. of that very Acceptance ! Is it poſſible for himto 
ſuppoſe, that Perſonal. Virtue, Goodneſs, and Deſert 

| ſhould preponderate with God, in the Diſpoſal of ſuch 
Favours, in all other Caſes, and yet that Can only 

| ſhould be ſingled out as a particular Object of the 
Divine Favour, who: had not the leaſt pretence of 
Perſonal Virtue, Goodneſs, and Deſert, to entitle him 

09 thereto? 
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6 Ie b HISTORTof 
thereto? Nay, Shows deſtirute of God's Countenance and 
Favour, as St. tom expounds, what we call 
out from the Preſence of the Lord (4)? But I leave it 
to the Author to reconcile this Contradiction! And, 
fince there is no Reaſon to think this to have been 
only a Particular Injunction in 4 Particular Caſe, we 
mutft receive it for a Law or General Rule; and con- 
clude, that it did continue in Force, notwithſtanding 
Cain's " Abuſe of that Power, which was not unfore- 
ſeen by God, when he declared his Natural Right 
to the Prerogative of Primogeniture. Nor does it 
ſeem to me without much better Reaſon to ſup- 

— that God Almighty, foreknowing the many 
bjettions that Worldly-minded Men would ftart, 
Oppoſition to this Divine Law, thought fit to 
Ac and affirm it, even in the Caſe of — 
Elder Brother that ever lived. For God does — 
here beſtow upon Cain any new Priviledge, but 
only confirms unto him what was, by Nature, his 
Right; and argues with him the Unreatonablenels 
of his Diſcontent, — Principles well known 
'and eftabliſhed from Beginning: as St. Chrſoſtom 
moſt truly expounds it, Notwithſtanding thou haſt thus 
geuh ned (viz. in not offering to mo the fir and 
90 Subſtance, as thy Brother Abel did), yer I 
bet not Deppiped thee of the Privileges of thy Primoge- 
niture; but he ſhall fill be ſubject to thee, as by the Law of 
Nature is thy Due. Agreeably to which, the Learned 
"Bi Riſtop above-quoted, in this very Caſe, obſerveth, 
* God ſhewed plainly, ' that it is his 

Will, that in and by the Sin committed, no 
Man ſhould" loſe any Privilege, which of Right is 
due to him, and which before he had; and eve- 

Motion, in a Superiour, to Sin, doth not diſ- 

lag him of his Authority. Which ä 
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the Regal Sucteſſionz &. 7 
c to that falſe Opinion and Cenſure of them, which 
cc think, that even Princes themſelves, after Sin 
4 © committed, loſe all their Prerogative and Spre- 
| of Government which they had before, and 
« he their Subjeſts are not bound to do their 
Service any longer to them, but that ever after, their 
1 iance ſhall ceaſe; which is falſe,/ and contrary 
— Reaſon, and not God's Intent and Will here. 
1 — God faith, and ratifieth here, that Cain, tho 
«© he had thus finned, both againſt: Gd and his 
Brother; yet, r the Elder and Firſt-born, and 
« ſo before 1 ſo there ſhould be a and 
Dominion, that he ſhould ſtill retain by Nature. 
© And it is God's Aſſertion, that that 
© ſhould be retained ſtill, and that Abel ſhould 
4 ſeek to be his Superiour; neither did he (). 
However, as this Dominion of Cain over his Brothtr 
and Family, was in Subordination to the Firſt Parent 
Adam, whilſt he lived: So when he died, Cain him- 
ſelf ſucceeded in the Soveraignty, in his own Righe, as 
the Firſt- born; and, after him, the Eldeſt ſi pot Blogs 
Branch of the Family, by virtue of Proximity of 
(For, as the Grade S. Chry/oſtom obſer 
of Cain, and with it his Primogeniture, was — in 
Lamech, that is, at the Flood, and not till then :) 
And hence it _ that the Word Elder is uſed, 
as well for Mags and Power, as for and 
Gravity, moſt © in Jn nguages z which, no doubt, 
(as another Judicious Author obſerveth,) tc is a Sign, 
c that the firſt Governours were the Fathers of Fami- 
d ſies, and under them the Eldeſ Sis (b) ”. ' © 
Thus we ſee, that Adam's Monarchy wasnot on ay 
Oceconomical, corkned 60 that on nels Family wh 
was at firſt Created, but Political over a 
ſiſting of many Families, which were to ed 
om 
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B be fort HISTORT of 
from him, during his long Life of Nine Hundred 

and Thirty Tears (a) ; which is the very Ground and 
Foundation of political Government, and particularly 

of that Form thereof, which, from one ſingle Perſon's 
being the Supreme and Chief over all the reſt, is 
called Monarchy. And this, by the way, might ſerve 
for a full Anſwer to Myr. Whiſton's Aſſertion, That, 

© before the Flood, we have no direct Account of 
cc the Form or Manner of human Governments (b) ” : 
As well as to the Appeal of another Celebrated Wri- 
ter, who recommends it to the Conſciences and Com- 
won: Senſe of the | Chriſtian Laity, To ſearch with 

*. their'own Eyes, and ſee, whether they can poſ- 

* ſiliy find a plain and expreſs Paſſage of Scripture, 

* in which God inſtituted any particular Form 0 
Human Government, for any Nation in the World, 

© unleſs they will except one (); of which in 

its proper Place. In the mean time, I beg leave to 

- Appeal to the Conſciences and Common” Senſe of all our 
Readers, Whether this is not a much more plain 
and expreſs Paſſage, than any that Learned Author 
has ever yet been able to produce, either from 
- Scripture, ' or the Lam, of England, in Favour of 
certain of his Darling Notions ? But further, as to 
Mr. Whiſton, I refer him to his own Second General 
Propoſition, where he agrees with me expreſly, that 
Paternal Authority over the Children of a Fa- 
% mily, was the only Fozm of Yuman Government, 
among ſuchas ſprang from one common Parent, he- 
fore the Multiplication of Mankind, or before 
© their Separation, one from another, into diffe- 
e rent and diſtant Families (d): And inſiſts, 
that · this is fo plainly the Reſult of the Law of Na» 
ture, or of the Will of God, declared, by the 
| , ; | cc Common 
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to The hen HISTORTof 
4 " Uniform Obedience, and Exatt Integrity; and with 
was his own;Family only preſerved. 


{+ Now, as before the Flood, Adam had been the 
Uinverſal Monaxch of the Old World, and, as ſuch, 
had had the Sole Property of all that was in it, during 
his Liſe, and aſter him, bis Heirs, in a direct Line 
of. Succefſion : So, after. the Flood, Noah was the 
Univerſal. Monarch, and ſole Proprietor, of the New. 
And, whatever Property or Share, his Sons and 
Deſcendants afterwards had, in any part there- 
of, they had it all from him, and held. it by hi- 
Donation and Allotment: And accordingly demit- 
ted it downwards to their Poſterity, by His Aſſign- 
„ ment, and His Authority alone, as the Royal 
14 Fountain of all Honour and Property; and that too, 
fi without making any. Contrai#..or Terms, with the 
People; whom they were to govern, and conſe- 
quetitly. without being any, way Limited by them. m 
It is not therefore ſo Evident, (as ſome Men would pe 
ſwade us) that, & in the Nature of the thing, " 
= Private Property. is. befare the Inſtitution of a ſet - * 
= 5 tled Government, becauſe (as they Argue) the great * 
1 «End of that Inſtitution is the Preſervation of that 0 
% -'Broperty:! (4) --- But th's Queſtion. has been too 00 
much canvaſſed by the Learned, for me to meddle 60 
with; eſpecially, in this Place, where it ſeems 00 
already to be ſufficiently reſolved, by the Holy cc 
Scripture, | All therefore that I ſhall, ſlay to it | 
further, is, That the Right (and truly) Re- F 
verend- Biſhop  Sanderſon,; occaſionally ſpeak- fo 
ing of the pretended Contract, which the Rebels, in N 
his time, pleaded for, as an Evidence, that all Go- 7 
vermment was originally derived from the People, (which, b 
by the way, he ſays, never yet was proved, nor a 
* (he dares fay) will ever be proved, on * 
or 
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« World ſtandeth, either from Scriprure, ws, of 
History,) expreſſeth himſelf thus, “ True it 
« that a meer Rationalift (that is to ſay, an A 
© of the laſt Edition) who giveth more Faith to ſuch. 
© Heathen Philoſophy, as affirmeth the World co 
© have been ab eterno, than to Divine Revelation, 
« which gn * us it had a beginning; (and ſome 
« of the ampions of the Opinion we now 
* * ſpeak Slave have prom us Cauſe e Sang of Suſ- 
« picion that they are little better): Such x one, 
* I ſay,” cannot poſſibly Solve the Difficulty. 
But to us; who believe the Scriptures, and acknow- 
q „ Jedge a Creation, the Solution is eaſy : If we 
„ will but follow the Clue of the ſacred ihe, 5s 
the four firſt Chapters of Geneſis, it will 
lead us out of theſe Labyrinth: in a plain r 
* and without an 1 Trouble. And then 
my Author ſtates Caſe of N and Pro- 
perty, to the Effect before-nientigned, and conc ludes, 
upon the whole, both in Fhpatheſs, 4 Adam's Go- 
vermnent was before Can. 727 Yo and in Theft, that 
undoubtedly Government was LT 1 And 
ſv, (fays the 'Biſhop) * This ſu or Con- 
" "react which maketh ſuch a Noiſe in the World, 
„ proveth to be but a Squib, Powder without Shot, 
© that giveth a Crack, but vaniſheth into Ar, 
ce and doch no Execution! (a) ”. But, to return. 
Noah, living Three Hundred and Fifty Tears after 
the Flood" (b), his Poſterity, according to Cod Blef- 
ſeng (e), were during his Life, ' grown ex 
Numerous: Inſomuch, that it was become nesef- 
ſary that ſome Branches from the old Stock thould 
be ſlipt off, and tranſplanted” into different Parts, 
as well for their more convenient Subſiftence, as for 
C2 
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(s) Pref. ts Kell. Uſhers Power of the Prince, &ce" SeF. 
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the Regal Succofſion, Sc. 14 
by Divine Inſtitution, as 1 have already obſerved ; 
tho! certain Perſons would fain perſwade' — 
Forms. of Government are only of Human Dieter ma- 
nion ah 1 N Ore — Names are re- 
corded, to the Number of: Seventy), their reſpecttve 
Kingdoms deſcended in an Hereditary Courſe of 


Thus were the Narions of the Earth divided, among 
the Poſterity of Noah, every one after his Tongue, f 
ter their Families, in their Nations (): many of 
which API N by their ** ha 
Day z as may be ſeen, by comparing together 
ſeveral ers noted in the Margis (H. And, i 
all theſe, did the ſeveral Patriarchs, by virod of 
their Paternity and, Elderſbip, exerciſe a Regal Power, 
and that too in the moſt full and Abſolute man- 
ner, as will be ſhewn hereafter, in its proper Place. 
I ſhall not need to examine the Succeſſion or Title 
of Nimrod, and the other Kings of the Nations ; my 
preſent Inquiry being chiefly confined to the Holy 
Seek of Shem. But, in regard; that, in him, we are 
ſaid to find . an Intimation of the Origin of 


_ ©, Kingly or Aaanarchical Government (e), I think 


it may be proper, after what I' have already faid 
on that Subject, to obſerve, that if, © at the firſt 
© the Fathers of Nations were as Kings, and the EI. 
deſt of Families as Princes, as is owned by the A 
thor. (d), whom Afr. Whifton himſelf quotes to his 
Purpoſe, then, by Conſequence, the Origin of King; 
or Monarchical Government, could not be in the 
Perſon of Nimrod; nor from the People,” but 15 
Gad only. No doubt, he was by good Right, an 
juſt Authority, Lord, or King over his own Family, 
as the other Heads of Families were: But, in oh 
* N . $1 a4 E 


— 


(a cen. x. 5. (6b) Gen. s. Iſa. Ixvi. Jer. li. Ezeh. ar 
xxxvi. (e) Whift, Script. Polit. P. 10. | (4 Ral. fol. 151. 


14 The ſhort H ISTORTY of 
he was not content with his own Natural Soveraign- 
t but enlarged his Dominion, by violently inva- 
| Tees. end fining on the Rights of other Lords of 
=_ Families, whom he thereby made Subject to his 
Þ Empire, it was againſt all Natural Right; and con- 
_ ſequently can't be eſteemed the Origin of Kingly 
Þ Government, but an Uſurpation; which our Author 
l | may make aPrecedent of, whenever he may happen to 
14 have Occaſion for ſuch a one! And as to his Sub- 
ſequent - Obſervation, that © this Settlement 
< was not made, by any Particular Direction from 
< God, but by Intereſ®# and Deſert and Abili- 
ties, and the voluntary Submiſſion of the People, 
Sc,” (a), I ſee no Concluſion, to be drawn from. 
thence, more Natural than this, That ſuppoſing 
i a Prince to have Intereſt and Deſert and Abilities, and 
| the Voluntary Submiſſion of the People, (though, by 
1 the Way, nothing ofthis appears in Nimrod Caſe;) 
bY | yet, if he be ſet up without any particular Directi- 
159i en from God, and againſt his written Laws, as well 
| | as the Law of Natzre, he can be but an Ufuti 
4 ; ſtill, * Nimrod * 782 2 —— 5 
; 51 | were [4 0 5 28 . 0 up- 
i'F poles (b), or, whether he is mentioned alone (ac- 
= cording to St; Auguſtine, and other Commentators) 
| only as being the moſt Eminent Perſon, and to tale 
| Occaſion to touch his Tyranny, 1 ſhall not diſpute. 
All that I ſhall add, is-a Remark of a Learned 
Madern, that This Nimrod was certainly the 
% Belus of the Ancients: And this Compellation, 
* moſt N was not originally from his 
Birth, but was afterwards given him, becauſe 
© of his Rebellion againſt Noah, and his Alteration 
ce of the Patriarchial Way of Government, with 
«the true Old Religion. For he was proper ly Ty- 
e rann 
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the Regal Succeſſim, &c. 15 
tc yams ſine Titulo, as could be made appear, on-ſe- 
<-yeral Accounts, even to Demonſtration. Whence 
& he might be called Bel (or Bau) for his Donsi- 
cc ion, and Nimrod for his Rebellion , as the Learn- 
& ed Dr. Prideaux well remarks (4) ”. 

However, that even among the Nations too, the 
ſame Authority was maintained; according to the 
Law of Nature, or Common Conſent of Mankind, 
will appear from the few Hints laid together, at 
the Cloſe of this part of the Regal Hiſtory : To 
which I referr the Reader, whilit f proceed here, 
with the Succeſſion of thoſe that were within the Pale 
of the Church; among whom the Paternal or Patri- 
archal Power continued, till the an Bondage; 
where the Exerciſe of the Patriarchial Juriſdiction 
was intermitted, only becauſe they were all in 

eftion to a, ſtronger Prince. 

But, to be ſomewhat more particular. Shem, 
we find, is entitled the Father of all the Children of 
Eber (b) : Whereby, the Scripture informs us, (as 
St. Auguſtine obſerves (c)) that he was r uted the 
Patriarch of all that were to deſcend from him, 
Sons, Grandſons, Great Grandſons, &c. And &. Jerom 
notes (d), that from his Ss, who, upon the Diſ- 
perſion, became Heads, ſeveral large Nations pro- 
ceeded : As from Elam, the Elamites, Princes of Per- 
ſia; from Aſur, the Aſſrians ;, from Arphaxad,; the 
Chaldeans; from Lud, the Lydians ; and from Aram 
the Syrians; all great Monarchies. | 

In this Genealogy, is plainly deduced the Deſcent 
of Abram (e), from whom the Stream of Spur 
Suceeſſion runs on in an opener Channel, than it did 
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before. And chat -he was unqueſtionably a Monerth 
by Divine-Right appears from his being expreſly 
called, by Cd himſelf, to poſſeſs a al 
ed upon him and bis Eur for over. (a). 

To him ſycceeded Iſaac his Bow: and Bar of al 
„Jo him his. Eldef Son F7 was: Heir wink 
422 —1 1 his own Att;;and that too, chat 

Purpoſe accur to Election might ſtand, 
(4), did transfor his Birthright to his Younger) Bro- 
ther Jacob, there is no Reaſon to Queſtien the 
P of the Alienation. Yet e do not read, 
An ever Eſau paid any Perſonal Service, or owned 
any Suhkjection to Jacob: But we ſee, That Jacob, 
geting him, hawed bimſelf to the Ground ſeven times, 
calling Eſau his Nogd, and himſelf his Servant (e), in 
token of a Natural Allegiance by Birth, even after the 
Gale of the Birthrights- And fo we read of Eight Kings of 
the Foſtegity of Eſau,'(f) who'reigned in Iduma, till 
they were conquered by Dævid (g) (of the Houle of 

as had been foretold by the Lord) (H: 

And choſe werd ſo far from o ning any Suhjecłi- 
on to the Poſterity of Jacub, that they denied them 

à Paſſage through their Dominions (i) 69cn 
But, be that as it will, we may learn by this 
Ae, that Jacob: was not poſſeſſ of the Prtroga- 
tive f Prixzogeniture. meerly - by the Providence 
«of Cod (as certain people n ot to call it, meaning 
his ſecret Will, without or to his Revealed 
Mull) but by the. Ex preſs Rewel at ian f God, attended 
with bis Hider Irether s Grant:; d further, As 
Lthis: Purpoſe, | was: manifeſtly ors to either of 
their Births, and conſequently (as the Apoſtle 
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the Regal Succeſſion, &c. 17 
argues) before they had done any good or Evil, (a), 
it is plain, that God Dealing in the Caſe, can't truly 
be ſaid to have been preponderated by Perſonal Vir-. 
tue, Goodneſs, and Deſert, (H, unleſs we could fu 
ſe, that Jacob was perſonally virtuous, good, and de- 
erving, before he was born, or that he was capa- 
die o procuring by bir goed. Behaviour, or his Bro- 
ther of forfeiting by his i Conduct, before either ot 
them had done any Good or Evil Neither did it 
pleaſe God, that his Elder Brother (even Wicked 
Eſau) ſhould be actually diſonherited, without bis 
own Motion and Voluntary Act, which was truly and 
properly an Abditation (there being no ſufficient 
Force put upon him, to oblige him thereto,) con- 
current with the Purpoſe of God; ſo much did he 
favour the Claim of Birthright as 4 Foimdation for 
Civil Superiority and Dominion, contrary to that Au- 
thor's Obſervation! * * 
As the Birthright was thus veſted in Jarob by the 
Lord, ſo was it afterwards tranſlated by the fame 
Authority, from Reuben, his Eldeſt Son, to 
the Furth (c); though Jadab himſelf was an Ince- 
ftuous Perſon as well as Nruben; ſo that his Do- 
minion was not founded in Gate! Neither can it 
be faid with any Propriety, that 'Inward and Per- 
ſonal Vertues obtained for Judab, what his Elder 
Brother. had forfeited for his Mic leuneſi (d): unleſs 
Judab's defiling his Daughter in Law, were a Vir- 
tue and a Meritorious Act in him, by the fame 
Law, as Nubens defiling his Farher's Concubine was 
an unpardonable Sin (e)! And beſides, ſo far is 
this Caſe from being an Evidence to the Prejudice 
of a. our Popular © Advocates 
314} 
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would fain per ſuade us.) that this very - Forfeiture 
which they urge againſt it, plainly implies a Natu- 
ral- Right to the Prebemizence inherent. in the * 
by: Birth, till ſuch Forſeiture; For nothing can be 
falfeted, but by the [known Owner and Proprictor. 
And ſo Joubtlel Mr, M hiſſon himſelf underſtood 
it, when he ſaid, that h * had a Double For- 
tion allotted him by his Father, in the Diviſion 
- of the. Land of Conan, — which indeed ſhould 
© have ſelouged to Feubey: the Firſt Bon ” (4). 
And..accordingly we find, that Reuben is ſo far fa- 
voured en. Account of ghat his Primogenityre, that he 
as the Fi 5 47 is if honoured by. their Father, 
as Might 15 the 9 — of his, Strength, the 
Exc * Dignity, aud che Excellency ol Pow- 
er 4 Peculiar Characters of Soveraignty 
(as the Learne = Arch-Biſhop T ſher calls them (c); 
and, in regard thereof, he, and AIR are uſyal- 
ly: fi rſh named in the,Geneglagies (a)... Nor was the 
Naw Hereditary, Ks Ve by Virtue hereof; to 
become def eaſible by che Feople: Since, t though 
the "Birth-right was indeed tranſlated into another 
FRE the ＋ PR Deſcent. was till eo be Pre- 
F ier entailed upon Judah, 
till lob came Ay Aicher was this Alienation of 
the-Rights of the Pert Heir, made by his Bre- 
thren, much leſs by his Subjaits ad Serugns,: but by 
his een and Svrragns. and that tos the im- 
mechiate do es of G , Almighty,” 10 that it 
1 Uſe at all tp the Patrons of a Fo- 
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the Regal Sticceſſion, &c. 19 
juſt touch * He aſſerts, that ** Joſeph was 
<« preferred before the reſt, on Account of his Good- 
* neſs, and particularly his unſpotted Chaftaty, by 
« Divine Providence (a) &c. I grant, that his 
Chaſtity was very Eminent , and that he was __ 
ly favoured by God Almighty: But cannot ſay, 
that he was by Divine Providers preferred, on that 
particular Account, without, in ſome meaſure, Im- 
peaching the Divine Right of Solomon, and many 
other Princes, in all Ages, leſs famous for that Ex- 
cellent Virtue. 7 - 

But, to proceed. When Jacob by Divine Inſpirati- 
on, preferred the Younger of Joſeph's Children, be- 
fore the Elder, their Father was diſpleaſed. For 
he was ſenſible, the Law and Order of Nature could 
not be altered by any Human Power, and he did not 
then perceive, that what his Father did, proceeded 
from the Lord: And therefore he held up his Fa- 
ther's Hand, to remove it from Ephraim's rad to 
Manaſſeh's Head; and Joleph ſaid unto bis Father 
Not ſo my Father ! Foz this is the Abe put hy | 
Right Hand upon his Head (b); which plainly ſhews 
us the great regard that was paid to the /Primb- 
geniture in thoſe Days, and that the Law of Nature 
was the ſame after their Delivery out of Her, 
as it was before. B „ r | | 

Now, this Law of Naure is indeed the Eterncl 
Law of the Creator, infuſed into the Heart of the 
Creature, at the time of the Creation: By which 
Law Mankind were governed Two Thouſand Years, 
before any Laws were written; whereof the Apo- 
ſtle ſays, the Gentiles which have not the Law do, 
by Nature, the thinss contained in the Law; theſe, ha- 
ding not the Law, are a Law unto themſelves. (c) _ 

2 Thus 


* Seri pr. Polit.” P. 15, ) Gen. xIviil. 15. 0 - 
14. 9 


* 


1 e rekr , 


Thus, in a Word, not only Adam, but all the 
ſuccenitg Patriarchs, as well before, as after the Flood, 
had, by this Law of Nature, Royal Authority over 
their reſpective Children, and exerciſed Kingly 
Power, in full and ample manner. For ſo we find 
them raiſmg Armies; making ſolemn Treaties of Peace; 
ſending Formal Embaſſies on Negotiations of Mar- 
riage; adjudging Offenders to Death; and granting 
Pardons after ſuch Condemnation (a). And, 'tis re- 
markable, that in Abraham's Treaty, with the Sons 

of re for a Burying-place for Sarah, they tile 
hty Prince (b), as indeed he was. 
t © fas been here ſaid, was well ſumm'd up, 
by an Author, who had formerly been juſtly cen- 
ſured, for what he had written in favour of ſome 
2725 Privileges of the People, The Original Law 
of Nature (lays he), as all Politicians and Divines 
© aſſert, and the Scyiprure manifeſts, at firſt gave 
0 every Father a Magiſtratical and been Rule, 
over his Children, Progeny, Family, and made 
c him a Ri „ Prince, Lord over them, without ei⸗ 
ether their joice 02 Call: The Father, and Firſt 
. bozn- of the Family, being both the King, Prince, 
© Lord over it, and Prieſt to it, from the Creation, 
« till the Law was given; as is generally acknow- 
« ledged by all Divines ;, as God himſelf is Kiny 
over all the Earth, World, as Creator and Father 
: © thereof” (e), 
Since then tis ſo evident, that all the Patri- 
archgs had this Regal Power, what hinders, but 
that they ſhould be eſteemed Kings, to all Intents 
and Purydſes? Nay, 'and as Abloluge too, as any 
"EE 1 been ſince ? i 


— 


- 
- - F4 ? 
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(e) Gm. ; xiv. —xxi. 31. — — xxvui, 1, — xxiy, — — 
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the Regal Succeſſion, &e. 21 
If there yet remain any Doubt of it, let us hear 
the Lord Chief Fuſtice Coke (that Great Oracle of 
the Law !) who aſſures us, from moſt Une 
tionable Authorities, © That Certain it is, chat 


before Judicial, or Municipal Laws were made, Kings 


* did decide Cauſes according to Natural 

* and were-not tied to any Rule or Formality of 
te Lam, but did Jura dare (a): That the Command- 
* ment Honora Patrem, doutleſs doth extend it 
* ſelf to him that is Pater Patris (b): That, 
to this Pater Patrie, this S»ereign Prince by Birth, 
cc a true and faithful Obedience of the Subject is 
« due, by the Law of Nature; And an Incident in- 
4 ſeparable to every Subject; for, as ſoon as he is 
© born he oweth, by Birthright, Ligeance and O- 
& bedience to his Soveraign (c): And that, ſuch 
as (be ſays) is without Limitation, Comdition, Bounds, or 
Reſerve ;, ©* Ligeantia Naturalis nullis Clauſtris coercetur, 
ce mllis Metis refrænatur, nullis Finibus premitur (d). 
* That this Allegiance is due to the Natural Per- 
© ſon of the King (e) (whereſvever he is, whether 
« in or out of the Kingdom): That this Law of 
« Nature is part of the Law of England (f) ; where 
* the King, holdeth the Kingdom, by Birthright 
© inherent, by Deſcent from the Blood Royal, 
4 whereupon Succeſſion doth attend: And there- 
4 fore, it is uſually faid, to the King, his — 
ce and Succeſſozs;Wherein Heirs is fir 


4 Succeſſors is Attendant upon Heirs : And yet (he 


proves that) in our ancient Books, Succeſſion and Suc- 


© ceſſor are taken for Hereditance and Heir: But the Ti- 
be tleis 3 (For Example) By QueenElizabeth's 


þ TY © 


,Grownand Kingdom of England Deſcended 
| to 


— 
” 


(a) codes Reports B. 7. Poſtnati. Colvin's Caſe, 6. Fac. 1. Fol, 


3 (b) Ibid. Fel. 12. (6). Bid. Fil, 4. () bis. fol. 10. (e) 


(2 lbid. Nl. 12. 


13 Theft HISTORTof 
to his Majeſty (King James, though then our of the King- 
dom): © and he was fully and abſolutely: thereby 
ing, without any Eſſential Ceremony, or Att, 
to be done ex poſt faſto; and Coronation is but a 
% Royal Ornament, and outward Solemnization of 
* the Deſcent (a): That ſuch © Allegiance, by 
* the Law of Nature, never was nor could be alte- 
«red or changed; much leſs taken away (6); 
nay that this Natural Allegiance of the Subject to 
His Soveraign, by Birth, © is inherent, and tule⸗ 
os e and cannot be relpited ” (+). 

is Quotation, from ſo great an Aſſertor ow 
2 Privileges (and in a Caſe too, which, him- 
ſelf tells us, was © as elaborately, ſubſtantially 
and judiciouſly argued, as ever was any (Ad): an 
which has this peculiar to it, that “ no one 
Opinion, in all our Books, is againſt this Auvg- 
ment (e), cannot need an Apology ; ſince it has 

wen us ſo clear a Light into the Law of Nature 
which Mankind were originally governed), in 
Relation to the Partrnal and Regal Authority of the 
Patriarchs. © Eſpecially fince certain Engliſh Sub- 
jetts have the Aſſurance to affirm that © the 
free Choice, Conſent, or Recoonitim of a Nation, 
is the proper Foundation of the Rights of Princes 
, &c. and That © * Ne re, that 
«Nothing, in Ordinary Caſes, but the free Choice, 
e or Recognition of a Pecple, gives a juſt Right to a 
prince do govern them ” (g); and many other 
uch like Unſcriptural and Unlawful A N 

wi 


1-2 tending to poſſeſs the unwary Reader, 
"Notions. utterly _ inconſiſtent with the Fundamen- 


* 
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the Regal Sucteſſien, &ce 23 
fy the worſt Fact, that the worft of Subeſts were 
ever guilty of. Whereas the Clerey of our Natio- 
nal Church in Cemuacation aſſembled, have cenſu - 
red this as a pre Error, (a): Nay and even the Fes- 
ple's own Repreſentatives in Parliament, will be 
found upon Examination to have all 
declared expreſly againſt ſuch Republican Dottrings ! 
Particularly, in one of our lateft Inftances, after 
an unnatural Rebellion and Regicide, and the ſub- 
ſequent Excluſion and Abjuration of the Right 
Peir, the People in Convention repreſentatively aſſem- 
bled, confeſſed and acknowledged tothe World, That 

dit can no may be doubted, but that His Majeſty's 
« ow yp and —— to his Crowns and Kingdoms is, 
rp 923238 , by the Death of his 
A Father Without or Solemmit 
6 of a —_ ——_— &c. And 2 to 
</ their Duty and Allegiance, they = de- 
«© clared and proclaimed, That immediate 
the Deceaſe of King Charles (the Firſt), 
« perial Crown, & 40 » by Bixthright and A 
4 and Unnoubted Sf defcend and come to 


Ain Charles the Second, as being lincaly ul pſy — 
* lawfully Next Heir of Rat wv ty 
And all this too, after they ha LE th gert 


Peir many Years in Exile! And our Church too, 
in the Forms of Prayer compoled AD 
ons, (and which are alſo part of the Law of . the 
Land even at this Day) does © acknowledge in the 
© Preſence of God himſelf That the King was l 
c xocent, and a Bleſſed Martyr, Se. (notwi 
all the and Tyramy and Power the 
E: Rebels charged him with!) That bis Son was hiy 
© Undoubted Þeir,and our then moſt W 
| ar 


mes 


— 2 
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() QuiraDr Corores Lib, 1. Gon," 2. (3) Priglanss &. Mays 


1660. 


- 


+ © 


24 The ſhort HISTORT of 
and that the Throne was his Right, even durin 
* his Exile and pretended Attainder That he was 
ir not Choſen, but Reſto2ed to his own juſt and nndoubt⸗ 
< td Rights; and as ſuch promiſerh all Loyal and Da- 
< e;ful Allegiance to the preſent King, and to his 
Peirs after him (4) ” : Nay, and is it not mani- 
feſt, that every one, who has obtained the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of this Crown (whether by Right, as King 
Edward the Fourth, or by Uſurpation, as Henry the 
Fourth, and others) has always made his Prerenſion 
to it, as the Next Lawful Heir, and as ſuch pre- 
tended to aſcend the Throne of his Anceſtozs ? How 
then is all this Hypocriſy before God, and Prevari- 
cation with Men, to be accounted for, if after all 
this Solemnity, the Throne be denied to be Heredi- 
tary? And what Colour is there for any one to 
ſay, that the Right of Princes, depends upon the 
Choice, Conſent, Or Recognition of the People ? So di- 
rectly contrary to all the Authorities of Scripture 
Hiſtory, Law, and right Reaſon ! But, to proceed. 
During the Egyptian Bondage, Moſes was raiſed 
up by the Lord (V, to be a Prince and Deliverer to 
the Ifraelites; whoſe Government was originally Po- 
narchical, from the time that they firſt became x 
Nation: For Moſes was King in Jeſurun, even when 
the Heads of the People, and te Tribes of Iſrael were 
gathered together: And that he was Ablolute, and 
accountable to none for his Adminiſtration, but to God 
only, the ſacred Records in many Inſtances do 
plainly prove. For his Divine Right, and Ab- 
folute Authority, were remarkably; aſſerted by God 
himſelf, even againſt his own Brethren and Siſter, for 
bat Purmuring - againſt him; Wherefore were ye 

AUS Ie » | I. not 
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: (s) See the Forms for 30 January, and 29 Map. hr, (3) Exod, 
6. 10. (e) Deut. Nr. 3. (4) Numb," ll. 8. 
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"the Nee here 255 
not afraid (id che Lord to Aron and Miriam) te pn 
againſt * Srvant Moſes ide the anger of the. Lard 


was hindled againſt ep (a)... 
But. moſt _ exemplary, was: "the Puniſhment K. 
of Corah Dat han, ad Abiram, and their Adheren 


for ſeditioully Reliting, and Rebelli 151 t the 
ſame Authority: fm: that. t too (as a 5 T 


Divine obſer ved) n the Common Grounds of 
«* ſuch things, viz... th /[urpation. upon the People's. 
© Rights, Arbitrary Government, pn ul Management | 
« of AL | 1127 DOE. were theſe Pattzats or 
Aſertors of le Did) Cauſe ok Liberty. 
content with ebellion "againſt A,, their Law-. 
ful Prince, But they alſo. preſumed to Jruade, Uſanp,. 
and Intrude upon the Sacred Office of Aaron the. 
Hig gh-Prieft ; though tis certain, that « whoever, 
ſet up for 2 75 Patrons of Liberty ſhould, at the 
> es time, ſet up for Patrons of Religion 3; for o- 
* tharwe 7 . 857 15 PREY, ah mw. 
Danger we.ſhall be in of being undone (e 
op heh” Moſes, as he was Eee 1 1 
Lord, . ſpake 7 all 11 greg pron of. the . 
ple, Tor from the Tents of t 
2 proper «nd touch nothing. of theirs, leſt ye 
conſumed in all their Sins 92 For ſuch is the hei- 
nous Nature, and Contagion, of thoſe. Sins of 
Rebellion and Schilm, thaf hy Deſtruftion of the. 
Aftors alone was not a ſufficient Attonement for. it: 
But, as every. one of their Adberents-was, in fe- 
ſpe * of Moſes, 2 Rebel,.and. in _reſpett of - Aaron, 
4 b Schilthatick wboe ver joined with, or 105 way 
aſſiſted, ot countenanced th in their 1 as there- 
by 1 to ſhare the ha \ Lid more 
ly to deter us ul at 
c 
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=. — xii 2. 8, 9. (6) Still 


' for wn mSrORTY 
tht Gol Ami it a Mir atle to 
For the Gr 
2 Hit Hh a ll he whe d appertal 
is Houſes, and the Pen that appertain- 
t unto 9 5 2 and alt reif Goods : They and alt that . 
E to them, went down' alive into the Pit, and 
, ert upon "them; and they periſhed from 4- 
aft the Con 2 ——, And there came out 4 Fire 
. the wh 2 aid conſumed the 250 Men, that * 
Intenſe (a). And for the better Remembrance 
of, their Cenſers were reſerved, to be 4 Ain, 
thar no "Stranger, whith i; not the Setd » Aaron, 6s 
come near to e , Inceiſſe before the Lord, T t he be 0 
Ser 0 1 ERY chey a | 
ove 4 or ſo may juſtly 
be rid £6 do, who «12g off thoſe Ob jattions of 
Allegiance which God and Nature have 5 them 
in, and bind themſelves in others of their own In- 
venting. Nay, when othersof the People preſumed, 
the next Day, but to Murmur againit Aoſes and 
An, tor the Loſs of their Brethren, 14700 more 
of them were deſtroyed by Plague (c). So that 
«let the Prerences be never ſo 2 the Perſons 
< never fo great and famous; nay, though they 
< were of the grea Council of the " Natlin, yet we 
© ſee God doth not abate of his Severity upon any 
« of theſe Conſiderations.” (4). 

Thus was the Divint Authority and Abſoture Irre. 
tible Pomef of Moſes (not to ſay any more of Aaron): 
unqueſtionably - proved': . © And, left this ſhould 
be thou Waugh an Extt ai dinary Caſe, Polen and 
« Aron 25 Extraordinary Perſons, immediately 
a 4 452 pointed b 2 God, and ee by His imme- 
<«< diate Direttion, the Apoſtle St. Jude —_ 


them; || ©. 
clave . that was under them, WP 
opened ber Aub, aul ſwallowed chem up, | © 


— ren Ss ye 
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(a) Nawl, a wot. 5305 fe, a= * . 40, 


(5) rv. 49. 


ue Re Saxons fe 27 


de this Example againſt. thaſe — his Days, who 
— 4 "I ** ra who deſpiſed. Num. 
gnities , that th 


= « (out in the cx Cor Th) which he 
" * could ne — re n 0 
late Dr. Sherlock once well pro tag exten- 

ed to all Ordinary, as 20 as Nr ee 


1 « Coe had it not 
te God's 'Diſpleaſure, Wins all . 15 ho 


« pole themſelves againſt the 1 mmer, 5 


And as Moſe 2s Was Turn 

ns {mp bike eee WT — 
or rather or Goa pronou 25 
5 Lew e pa Sue, . 

t t Ze one iner 
of. the „ Tribe ot; Hom * bag. 225 Sn, 
Daughters : And lac roun ele cle 2 Be 
the Law of Nature) 10 9 woo Adſes Þ 2 Git a- 
ther's Nay (for on Land was \ 


elvel 
Fenn, 


and Aaron, was a Ache ago 92 642 

from whom they received 1 Nader an and 
that they, and every one that Was in their Cn 
had thereby forfeited God's There as well as 
Right to her Inheritance. refore they plead, 
that their Father was wot in the Canpany Of Corab 3 


Lande Moſes brought their Cauſe before the 


E 2 Upon 


—_— — n—n—_——_———_— wo 


Aru. 33. 
xxuij. ui. 5. 
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tlie. Or: 
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ben Occaflön therefore "(a5 a. Celebrated 
7 5 in another Caſe) (2) © we have 
wy; 1 eft Rea ſon to expect to know the Thoughts 
= all Imithty God concerning. ” Yereditary Right. 
ad whe were they? Why, the Lord did not only 
ach chat Cauſe in Bur of theſe Daughter; 
. (wHhich"tght upon pon Occaſion be a ſtrong and in- 
conte e Authqrity [againſt the  Salique Law in 


Auel RN Heh ita 7 Judgment (or Per⸗ 
£ 85 55 1292 2 ard e no Son 
GEN 0 S Aft Admiſſiort bury the Son 
250 atirraſ 5 ht to ts Father's, Inheritance) 


1 25 cauſe” ueber to paſs unto bis 
Dag and if Be 5 4 wo Daughter, then unto 
. rethrey ; and . cd no 70755 then — 
1 4 "his Ficher s Bri hren ; is F 2 have no 

5 then lr ode Yar ts next to 


him is Famihy, 125 5 the ir (b).. 
| See ſee 11 od ta bee on (as the 
mr 16 ed 2 NY it) 7 cs the 
ature, mf of beer And to 
E 1. 95 Ie! Vin our Power? to invert 
Ng (as it is in the Title of the 
© Chapter) ey fi Horn is not t6-be- diſinherited 
4797 7 n, this other Law was added 
5 d, If a Mien ve two Mies, one Beloved 
"th her Hard, and: the have born him Children —: 
4 An Ge Fi rſ-bort, Sn be hers that was Hated, then 
1 [hal Ve , then, he n makerh his Sons to Inherit that er. 
© be bay, 55 he = Hot male the Son of the Beloved 


Fifft. Bog 1 rod "of the Hated," which is in- 
8 deed tht Fir _ (or, as it is in the old —w—_ 
Jy 


12 .wbjle the ok the Pated liveth): But he 
all acknowledge” the San of the Hated. for the 2K 


born, by giving him a uble Portion of al that 
* * that 


- * 
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ot e * Net "of Heng. Mai. 22, 170%. 0 


2388 


TT # 
FIT 


— dw. we 


— a. ewe. - A— 


92 .ES 


the Reval Sacreſſion, Kc. 49 
that he hath ; For (this Reaſon, that) be i the 
Beginning of his Strength, the Right of the Firſt- 
born #s his (a). nung ay oh 
Now this Law (ſays a Learned e 6 
“e and ftill is, grounded, 1. On God's expreſs Com- 
% mand, and ſo it is a Judicial Law of Gd: 2. On 
* Natural Reaſon, and ſo it becomes a Poſitive Law 
of Nature, obliging all Nations, at 4 Times, 
to the Obſervation of it —. By this Law; (as 
my Author proceeds) © it is undemably evide 
* that the Firſt-bozn ſhould ever be the Yelr Xe 


„ Father, whether the ſaid” Firſt-born were Goo 
* or Bad, beloved or Hated: And the 'Reaſon, 
* which God gives for that Law is this, Siliert, be- 
* cauſe the Firſt-born it the Beginning of bis Fa- 
© ther's Strength; and therefore, r fe of his Firſt 


Ri 5 
born is his; that is to ſay, the Right of Inheri 
* is his. Sa that this Law of Inheritance by Pri 
© niture is not only a 1 — and Judicial Law, 
„made by God binding the People of the Jeg: 
'©< But it is alſo a oral Law founded on Natural 
Reaſon; and therefore is for ever obligatory, 
* 3 at all tuner binds all —.— to obſerve and 
e keep it. For, if, among the Jews, the Firſt: 
* vis e to Inherit: Peau he arp 
Beginning of his Father's Strength; Then by the 
e ſame Farce of Reaſon, ought a Firft-borp 
c Sons, of all Men whatſoever, to inherit their Fa- 
* ther's Subſtance, becauſe they all are the "Begin- 
© ning of their Father's Strength; And therefore the 
'E Right of Inheritance Js their (c) 44 
Agreeably to which, that Eminent Lawyer above 
quoted, applies all to the Kingdom of Englend, at- 
guing from Ariſtotle, That“ whatever is 2 


(a) Deut. xxl. 15. KC. (b) De. xxi. 11. ( Fenner's Pre- 
rog. of Primog. p. 27. x uy * 


> Rae HISTORT of 


25 Nature, hath the fame utho. 
on of Jy Mes ; wherewith(heobſerves) 
our 42 agree, for this Reaſon, © for that Gad 
a . 
9 of te Srrevits Right, 
Law o ry, or 
ance (as he calls it) A. Whiſton 992 20 
b gy wha a plain and clear Law, 1 7＋ 1 to 
5 ebony Famil;zs amo f 
4 Mel to = Afairs o IP Ge 
x). er Kings, of Princes, 
10 7 fy . But if To 5 to open his 
17 2 13 this 15555 wen in 
re it with che udgment 
in Ain be Cle of the Daughters of . 
. (lait mentioned) who was a Publick Perſon, he 
5 no juſt Ground, to diſtinguiſh. in this Caſe, 
n and Private Inheritances ;, always re- 
is Maxim, that, where the Law it ſelf 
e wiſh, we have no 20 to male 4 Di- 
But in anſwer to this Ohjection, and to 
Queſtion, the Divine newly quoted, 
2 & If Surceſſion and 2's pk be 
a ee , 7. the Firſt· born in Nx Families, 
Nane iture: Then, by the ſame 
Inheritence and of Succeſſion 
* unto 2 on is for ever ſettled upon, the 
« 42 64y .of Kings. For, the Firſt-born of Kings 
axe age fa he Aegina, © of their Royal Father's Strength 
therefore, the Right of the Firſi-bory, that is 
the R 2 apa. gf 57 7 
Throne, i, aherrs (c). And a 
3 greater than he, even our Bleſſed Sgviour 
himſelf, in anſwer to Pilaec s Queſtion, Art thou 
ling! Anſwered, Thou ſayeft that Ian a King : To 
this 
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- 4g Coke: Calvin / Caſe i. eren. 124/20, 0 
Jow. Prerog. of Primog. 7. 28 


| 


the Regal Sutceſſin, &c. 31 
this Eu 45 [ bom (a), &c. thereby intimating, 
that his Gel to his Father's dem way 
Birth and Primogeniture. But after this I muſt own; 
my {elf to be perfectly at a Loſs, to underſtand; | 
what our Scripture Pol;tician means by ſaying, that 
this Lam of Inheritance never © appears to have 
4“ been ordained by God, nor approved by him, 
“ but the contrary :. And that we find no ſuch Law 
4 of Hereditary Succeſſon, about the Statè of the Civil 
« Power, among the Jem, but many which make 
« greatly againſt it T | 

Now, the Double Portion was not the only Righe: 
of the Ert bern; for, we find, as Biſhop Babingron has 
july obſerved, © That the Prebeminence of the 
« Birthright was this, Habebam Jus Sacerdotis G 
* Regni in Familia, &. they were Prieſts and Kings- 
© in the Family after the Father's Death: They 
© had a Preheminence above the reſt in the Divi- 
«© fon of the Father's Inheritance: They ſucceeded 
„the Father in all Dignity, Principality, and Ho- 
4 nour : They had Authority over 23 Brethren, 
* {> that they roſe ap at their Preſence, and mini- 
ce fred tothetn” (c) &c. And all this agreeable to the 
Expreſſion of the inſpired Patriarch ua, where, 
ſpeaking as to the Firſt-born, he ſays, Be Lom over 
7 Brethren, and let thy Mother's Sons bow down to 

et (d); which a Learned Modern. calls © ſtricly 
* and directly the Jus Fringe, the Right of - the 
. Firſt-bor ” (e). And ſo like wiſe, when the ſame 
Patriarch confirmed that Alienation of the — 
to Jatob, he ſays to Eſau, then in the Perſon of 
Tounger, I haue made him thy Lord, and all bis Brethreis 
have I given to him for Servants 0 ) ʒ which ſufficient- 

0 


_— 


ly manifeſts the Prerogative of Primogeniture. , 
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1 $. Jab. v. 35. 60 Serlpe- Pole: , 16: (e) Babing⸗ 
ton's Werke, fol. 109. (4) Gen. aui. 3 Bill. Bib. p. 384. 
(f) Gen. xv. 31 | 


In the Caſe of the Srubborn and Rehellions Son, tho', 
upon the Complaint. of his Parents to the Magi- 
ſtrates, he was to be ſtoned to Death. by the People (4): 
vet we do not find, that any of them could Ex⸗ 
clupe or Depꝛibe him of his Birthright, or the Pre- 
heminence thereof; no, not even tho' he had been 
an Hater of Right and Righteouſneſs; as we ſhall ſee 
more at large by and by. PIN 
After theſe, we find another Lam made, for the 
better Preſervation of Inheritunces, in the Family and 
Name of the Firſff-born, That f Brethren live tage- 
ther, and if one of them die and have no Child, the W; 7 
of the Dead (half not marry without unto a Stranger: 
Her Hutband's Brother (or, as it is in the Margin, his 
Next Kinſman) f $0 in unto her, and tale her to 
bim to Wife , —— And it ſhall be, that the Firſt-born, 
which ſhe beareth; ſhalt ſucceed, in the Name of his Bro- 
ther which is dead, that his Name be not put out of II- 
rael (b)«--, Which Law is alſo explained by that 
Queſtion 75 r our Seen, in the 
Goſpel (c); 10 that, it is plain, the firſt, ſecond, 
third, and othtr Brothers ma Be the wie 2 | 
ſtvely, one after another, according to their Pꝛioꝛity 
of Birth, to keep up the Name and Honour of the 
Firſt-born. Nay, and our Saviour "himſelf has af- 
firmed the Natural Right of Primogeniture, in his Pa- 
rable of the Prodigal Sn: Where, in the firſt Place, 
he * ſpeaks generally of 4 certain Man (to ſhew 
chat it was not peculiar © to, the Jews, but the 
Common Caſe of al Men), and then ſays. in the 
Perſon of the Father to the Eldeſt Son, Son, thou 
art ever with me, and all that J have is Thine (4); 
that is, by Right of Birth, as my Eldeſt Sn. 
e b 1 > \ CIR 29% = As 
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is not thy Brother (b). 1 
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As to Kings, more particularly, the Lomi c \fore- 
ce ſeeing, that the Jews would in time, .graw. weary 
ce of his Government, makes Proviſion in cheir 
& Law for ſetting up a ng (: Where we may 
note, that he prefers Kingly Government | beftre any 
other; becauſe. he did not make Proviſion: for Arifto- 
cracy, Or Demorracy, or any other  Form'(which;therr 
Law makes no Allowance for), but Juananeiy only. Nor 
did he ſuffer the People to meddle, or concern theni- 
ſelves nt all in the Ele&ion ;.- but reſerved the 


Choice thereof wholly to himſelf, as his own Frero- 


gative, and commanded. them ta ſubmit chem ſelves 
therein only to his Divine appointment; ſaying, 
When thou art came unto the Land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee, and ſhalt poſſeſs it, and ſhalt d meli there- 


in, and ſbalt ſay, I will ſet 4 King over. me, like at all the 


Nations that are about me © Thoy ſhalt in any wiſe" ſet 
him King over, ther, whom the Load thy Gon wall 


chooſe ; one from among thy. Brethren ſhalt thou ſet King 
over thee ;, thou mayſt not ſet 4 Stranger over thee whic 
| Nuss v0 ' S133. 201 

And, here we may perceive an evident Diftin- 
tion made between þ wot v4 i King, which God 
reſerves .t0. himſelf; and Jing —— age oh 
the People when ſo Choſen, which latter Poπ²er the 
Children of Iſrael had indeed chut nat the fbr. 
mer; it being God's Sole Prercg abe Eligert, the 
People's Dun Recognoſcere, And this Diſtinction is 
clearly unded by the Judicious - Hooker ʒ fore 
of whoſe Words may not date to be hers 
inſerted. Heaps of Scripewre, ( gith he) are lets 
ed concerning the Fab ot Inau- 
ce guration of Saul, David, Selemen and others, 
* by Nobles, Ancients, ,and the People of the 
e Common Wealth 4 Iſrael ; As if theſe, Solem- 


„ nities 


(e) Sberl. Cafe of Reſiſt. 7. 21 (Da v „% 
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by tits were kh of Deed, whoreby the Fighr 
6 - Dovifnion is given. Which ſtrange, untrue, and 
a Conceits Are et abroad by Sen- Men 4 
40 *: Rebellion only to animate Unquiet Spirits, an 
to ſted them with Pofſibilities of” aſpiring unto 
7 Py Thrones; if they can win the Hearts of 
People, whathdver Hereditary Title any other 
9 — may have. I ſay, theſe Unjuſt ad 
. — Poſitions I would not mention, were it 
g. not hereby to make the Countenance of Truth 
- < dre Orient. For unleſs we will 'openly pro- 
** claim: Defiance unte all Low, Equity, and Reaſon, 
4, we mult (for Yibre:is no other Remedy) ac- 
a " khowledge, that in =K curd Fler oder ary, Birth 
4% Sveth Ri cht uno Dominion, and the 
„ Death of he Proticebiior etetlt the Succeſſor 
Blood in Sein: Thoſe publick Solemnities 
« fore/meritivived, do either ferve for an open 
«, eftfication | of che Jnberbto?'s Right, or belong 
to this Form ef ifducing of him into Poſeſion 
of that thing he hath Right unto. Therefore, in 
Sicuſe it does Ra — os that, without” Right of Blood, 
bake Man, in. iſe de ' poſſeſſed; all theſe they 
left, and Inveſtinigs" are e 
</ makwisin 166) afſble Eſtate, the e 
od may died m as un Atürpet (a). 
2 his Diltinctlen Hein well obſerved, will hel 
ns the bettet to uderſtand the Scripłure Pht 
eonodrning the Tiftttution of Kings. For, 2 h phe 
do-dometirties read, "that the Pe 14 | 
2 Kings we muſt nor 0, tht thy! ory 
righral of Rigal Pei, or thut the Kingdom was 
2 Bnt hc that they owned Or * nized 
bim 4s a King of God's making; *for Jo were' th three 
M of their Kings expteily ſet öret them. But 
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when that. immediate Deſignation af their &. 
from God himſelf was to aud the ly 2 
vernmem ſetle 1h the IP hope according to 
Jacob's 2575 (a) then * * 
come Þerep As appea LIT fr was 
x 10 Provifi onal Precepes * that ons 
be ſer over . . vpy—oens 

Ds in h Kingdom, he and his 2 Ne Si 
0 ne! (b). Aach is that Obſeryation 
of the Jem, that © it was to Anoint 
© the fr. of a Family, that was adyanced to a 
© Kin Nn but it was not neceſſary to Anoint 
« his Children that ſucceeded him (e). 

Thus much of the Laws of Gad, pronounced, and 
recorded by Moſes. And we do 2 
that in all the Regular Succeſſions, as well . "ad 
People, as an the Nations, the Reyes! Di 
deſcended by Pziozity of Birth and Piorimity of 
Blood,  accopding to the Lap of: Name: Except 
only m Caſes, = A. the Lined Succeſſiov was 1nter- 
rupted by the expreſs Appaintment Revelation of 
Ged bimſelf;, for otherwiſe it. was diſawned. by God 
as a Violation of his Laws, and no other than a 
meer Uſurpation z, as will be ſeen in #6. Proper 
Places. 

As, to what Mr. Whiſton u firms of the Appoint- 
ment of the ſeventy Elders or Magiſtrates, that Wie 
" was done by the free Chaice oc P, eople 5 e. ; ©, 
his own Book may confute him; where he ackno 
ledges, That it was neither done by the Azchorky 
of the People, nor of Jethro, nor "of Aoſes : But 
e when Jethro adviſed Moſes, to make Juden it was 
© only on Suppoſition, that .Ged ſhould .command 
© him accordingly ” (e). Fs and the very Texts 

too 
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(a) a i 10, G) M, Suh 18. ; (6) Patrick r i ban. 
xvi, 12. (4) Script. N 1 t 2˙ (\\ 
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tog which himſelf has quoted in the Margin, to 
make good © his Aſſertion do, indeed, prove the 
quite contrary. For, as it was Jethra's Advice to 
Moſes, To "nr provide out f al the People able 
Mir, ek. and place ſuch over them (4), Cc. fo we 
read, that it was not the People, but Moſes choſe--- 
and thade'them Heads, Cc, That the Lord commanded 
him to make the Election and he made it accor- 


dipgly: And all that the People did, or were requi-' 


red to do, was to ſanctij themſelves againft the Day 
that was appointed, 2 Me. to make the Ele- 
Trion, as the Lord had W bim (b). And 
what if “ here 110 Right of Families, or of Primo- 
* 9 Fan be at — = rg (c) ? was the 
Hereditary "Succeſſion Of Jnferiour Magiſtrates ever 
condehdl 0 A theſe tis plain 250 no other; 
for the Supreme Power remained ſtill iu Moſes, to 
whom the Final Appeal Hay, in all great Matters (4). 
But Moſey being forewarned ot his Death, and 
in his "Wiſdom foreſeing; that theſe Elders ot 
Magiftrates, though there were Sevemy of them, 
could not be able to go thorow with the great 
Work, npr'retain the People in due Obedience, 
without the ſupport of a" Supreme Gevernour, pre- 
| ſented this Petition to the Lord, to ſer A Pan over 
the Cmpregation, which may go out befort them, and 
which may ge in before them, 9 25 may lead them out, 
and which may bring them in, that the Congregation 
of the Lord, be not as Sheep which have no Shepherd (e). 
And thereupon the Lord appointed-Joſhua to ſueceed 
him: Not by any Choice or Nomination of the Peo- 
ple, but upon the immediate Deſignation of the Lord 
himſelf,” and by tlie media Authority of 1 
. , ' . 3 * 0 1 * 7 g w om 
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(=) Fred. xiii. 21. 
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4 0 — verſ. 25. Numb. xi. 16. Deuter. 
775% ig. ig Numb, x7. 18. j Whift, wt. Poli. 
17. (a) Exold, uiii, 22. (e) Nunb. r Ul. 16. 
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las certain Zealous Advocates for Parliamentary 
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tbe Regal Sicreſſiam, &. 1 
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whom the Land commanded, 1 d bis Hand, =pon- 
him, and to giur him 4 ; all to pur forme of his 
Honour im, that all regation of the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael might be Obedient («). And fo far were 
the People then, from claiming it as their Ribe, byany 
Pretence of an Dziginal Contrag, to cbu/e their own 
Ruleys, or to cramp their Authority with Limitati.. 
ons, that we find ready to bea len unto him, ard 
to do as the Lord commanded Moſes (dq. Nor did they 
centent themſelves, with promiſing an-Abſotuts any 
UnconditionalDbedience to his Commandzinall things, 
but further declared, that they would put to Death 
every one that ſhould Rebel againſt bis Commandment, 
and would not hearken unte his Words, in all that he 
Commanded (c) ? and all this was ſoon after ratified 
by the Lord himſelf, when he mg Joſhua in 
the Sight of all ſrael, and they feared him, as they 
feared Moles, all the Days of his Life (4). ITS. 
Neither did they preſume to ſet up a Succeſſor to 
Joſhua, after his Death, though at that very time 
Power da 
contend) they had their Sanhedrim (or Parliament) Sit- 
ting: But finding that it did not belong to their Pro- 
vince to male to themſelves a King, or Supreme G9. 
vernour, they: asked the Lord, Who ſhould go ap to Fils 
for them (e) ? And the Lord appointed the Tribe of 
Judah (in which the Kingdom was to be eftabliſh- 
ed) to go up firſt againſt the Canaanites. But, as it 
does not appear, for ſame time, that they had any 
On? Chief or Ruler to lead them, we may conclude, 
That the Lord gave his People this Taſte of the A. 
ſeries naturally attending a Popular State, or Common 
Wealth, that they might be the ſooner brought 
to deſire, and the more able to underſfand their 


Happi- 


* (a) — Perſ, 18. : (% Deut. xxxiv.. 9. (ee) Joſh. i. 


16. (4) —. iv. 14. (e) Judg. i. 2. N — 
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3 ThfnHISTORTof 
Happineſs, under Ponarchical- Government, which 
he 1 from the Beginning reſolved to bleſs them 

Thus, whereas, afterwards; under their 
Ll Momurihs, they were always ſuperiour 
2 till ſuch time, as, by their re- 
peated Sins, they had provoked Gad to caſt them 
off: Here we'ſee the ſeveral Tribes fighting with 
different Fortune, ſome Conquering ——— — 
— For, afees that the Lord Tad 
ael all their Enemies (4), &c. The a — 
a Fatal Oblivion!) ſuffering hiemifelves to be 
drawn in, firſt to Tolera aa then to Unite and 
ate themſelves with the People of the Nations, 
the Lord leftitheſe' that remained 7 be Snares and 
Traps unto them, and Scoury 212 pro Sides, and Thorns 


3 et i F the Land (b) 
That through 5 Iſr ael, whe+ 


= they would — the 2 7 the 705 to walk therein 


( ©), &c. 

Thus we nr That no ones were Joſtus ne 
the Elders Dead, who had ſeen; all the great Works 
of the Lord in former Days, but the next Genera- 
tion forſook the Lord God of their Fathers, and joined 
themſelves to the Hegthens and their Idols (d): 
Whereby having, as it were, put themſelves out 
of the Lord's Protection, he delivered them into 
the Hands of poilers, that ſpoiled them, and expo- 
fed them to 22 Mercy of Foreign Tyrants Civil 
Wars! and all the other Miſchiefs and Di _ 
conſequent upon Irreligion and Anarchy (e)! 
yet they were not quite deſtitute ot SL Aon 
(as before is obſerved) : For Zealous Fh. nebas ſtood 
before the Ark; as HighPrieſt, in thoſe Days ; and 
there were the Elder; of the Cungregation, to govern 


them 
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(8) Fopb. æXIII. 1. (bh) — verſ. 13. (e) Juag. it. 22, (a) 
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the Nægal Surteſfion,, &. 
them in the Cm Wealth (a). Notuitiiſtanding 
which, they are ſaid, to have found themſdives 
& in a Stare of Nature (or Confuſion) where Will and 
« Power are the only Meaſure of their Actions: 
* 28 al this) becauſe they had uo Bing, no S 
* in ral M they wanted 
a Ponarch „ (the —. of their Niſtrili 2 
© cu ben eg anima & meme regerentuy *"; 
15 jr Net, 74 as by a hind of Soul and Mid, 
they might be governed. For, ſo it is, that, after che 
Repetition of their Sins and Suffer ings, we ure 
uſually told (as a Reaſon thereof) that, in tho 
Days there was no King in Iſrael, but every' Au 
did that which was Right in his ow Eyes (e] And 
yet even this State of Anarchy, there is a — x 
Aſſurance >, + Yo to cal!!! the Feli 
thoſe Times ( : though an inſpired-1 
of the Lord, r- of it as an Bert 2 85 
ſaying, in the Perſon of the Iſt elves, —— © bave 
no King becauſe we feared not the Tord (e)). 
Nevertheleſs, amidſt all theirs Oppreſbom, 1 
ſooner did they become ſenſible of [their Apo 
and turn unto the Lord, * be vaiſed uy Judges, 
which delivered: den out of = off thoſe that 
ſpoiled them (H! " wa) A 
Thus Grins was raifed RO Lord, to de- 
liver them, out of the Hand fa feige. 
tant (i), h had been permirted do enſlwve theth 
right Ears“ 7 Dν⁰ν,j lu Are 
Ader Us" Death; being agu without 1 Coe. 
vour, their Rxlapſe into Sin; provoked the Lora, to 


ſfſet . 2 Tyrant, to enſlave chern 
Def Naa on. _ *Gghrees 


Baths # 


* = a 
. a. — 


— — —— OS: OG 4 


| ()3 K. 28 — xi. 1 Lichf, Serm. 30. /1 
Bar e 


52 
viii. F. —xis. I Ki. 25 
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49 The. ſhort HISTORY of 


"Years : But, upon their Repentance, the 
Ford raiſed up Ebid, who kill'd the Tyrant in cold 
Blood (a4). Which A (however | Extraordinary it 
may ſeem) is juſtified by all yiters Not only, be- 
cauſe Eu had that Expreſs and Commiſ. 
from the Lord, to deliver. his. People, but be- 
cauſe” Egeln was 2 Foteigner and Alien, "and had 
no Right to the Dominion over them, except (what 
is often — hab or miſtaken for Pꝛovidentt 
the bare Perm f God; ſuch as even the Devil 
himſelf — often. En 54 For the Deu had full as 
good a iam for his Power over Holy Job, and 
others e te this is certain, that the 
bs Higher Pomers which are ordained of God (and 
uch to be obeyed), are only the Lamſul Powers, 
« 09 be a to Uſurpers (c). 

When died, the People by freſh Sins, pro- 
voked the Lord to leaye them under the Tyranny 
of | another Foreigner Twenty Years: till, 
their R Repentance, he was Pleaſed. to 1 the 
Oppreſſer into the. Hand of a Woman, who  ſmore 
Sum to Death (4), where he thou 155 to have ſlept 
In Security. And for this A the is pronounced 
Bleſſed above Wornen , tho' 'tis plain, ſhe had 
mo Expreſs Commiſſion for it, nor any KY againſt 
2s or bis Ma 74. but that of his be ng a 
Tprant without ifles for there was Peace between 
Aim, and che Houſe of — Husband Fe 

Then 1/7ael returned to their Sins, and were there- 
1 heyy to other F Neigne ts, ho 7 Yramiz'd 
over ch e Ke Yours; Ti : Till Gideen was raiſed up 


8 o ee Gor upon theit Repent ayer, 
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- And; yet, cho th nto the Lord, againſt 
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their Oppreſſors, they were ſo far from being ready 
(as they ought ) to aſſiſt towards their own Deliverance 
that they would have put Gideon to Death, . 
he had caſt down the Altar of Baal, and cut down the 
Grove that mat by it (a); and fo ſtupid they were 
alſo afterwards in the Caſe of Sempſon ; ds thall be 
ſhewn in its proper Place. However, after Gideon 
had delivered them from their Enemies, and put 
ſeveral of thoſe Foꝛeign Tyrints to Death, the 
Iſraelites offered to him and bis Heirs the Sovereignty 
over them ; ſaying, Rule thou over us, both Thou, and 
thy Son, and thy Son 's Son alſo: () — But 
le utterly refuſed to accept thereof: Not (as Mr. 
Whiſton ſuppoſes) - © as, being inconſiſtent with 
c the preſent Tbeocracy (c); for he was ſenſible, 
that Kingly Government had been promiſed the 
Iſraelitet, as one of their greateſt Bleſſings, (d) and pro- 
vided for them by God himſelf, againſt ſuch time 
as they ſhould be ſettled in the Promiſed Land (e); 
but becauſe he had 1 Warrant for it in the Laws 
nor any particular Revelation from the Lord; with- 
out one of which he knew, the People's Election oz 
Conſent could give him no Right or Tule. He might, 


*tis true, have pleaded Povidence, and the Peo- 


le's Submiſſion, (as others have done ſince) : But 
e was too 108 Man, fo to belie Go Pzohivence z 
being ſenſible, that ſuch Foundations alone, are 
too Sandy to build a Laewfwl: Government upon 
without either a Legal Title, or elſe an Expreſs 4 
Notorious Revelation from Heaven in his favour ; 
according to Mr. Whiſton's. own Confeſſion above 
taken Notice of (f). f 
Nevertheleſs, after his Death, Abimelech (his 

Baſtard Son) taking th from that * 


2 „ * . 4 fe — 2 * — — * 1 2 ˖ 


. (a) JA. vi. 30. (6) Judg. wii, 22. (el Scribe. Polit. p. 
6 p, (d) Cen. s. 6, 16. — xlix, 109, \ &) Deut. xvii. 14 
) Page 2. * | 


- the Regal Succeſſion, Kc. 414. 
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the Peli to his Faber, by means of diverſe popu- 


the Pliblick Goon, Uſitrped the Government as King 
Y: And having got the Publick Ponep, he there- 
with hitrd vain and light Petlons (or as they are 


called in the Margin öf the Old Tranſlation, 


the help of which Merctnary Wrerches, (the Ah 
5 per Subjects indeed for ſuchi a Mick-Prince ) he 


eng bed himſelf, ſo as to be able to ſuppreſs an 


Inſurreftion made againſt Him (c). ol e ut to 
Death aN the other bi (whoſe Rights, 

by Bitth, hs was jealous of) except e 2 
fo eltaped (4) the 0 — 


wer 25 hi 
Gere 


lein to be Thozotrghlyet}l * and thereby to have 


acquited 4 Right ro rhe 1 ** 5 15 1 | 
= * according, to his = And (as is % ſuch 
© as come unjuſtly by the ey Es ths 0 Gd. 


“ nances aud Preterip of 'the Law, ay 
<« thofe that in any ſort were Maintainers of E- 


w Wired (e). But Set all Human Means ſeemed 


| il: the © Lord had Inſtruments, utithought of 
to execute his Divine Vengeance againſt him, ind 
his, Followers; lendin an Evil Spirit that is 
the Spirit of Diſcogy desen him, and thoſe 
WHO 50 afliſted wk - his 1 fion, and, at 
laſt, beating out his Brains, by the Hands of a weak 
22 after he had DO tbe King three Tears ( 2). 
* Thus (as one of our Commentators oblerves) w 
4 ſee, that the Union among Wicked. Men, Pounded 
& in Sin, contindeth not, but ſoon breaketh out, 
. © through God's juſt Judgment, into, moſt deadly 
*Enmity; and again, that the mot wicked may 
prevail 


( Fhdg. ix. 2. 


ver. J. Kc. (e) | = 1 88 9. e 1 
(gs) Judt. ix. 5Þ 1 


lar Ardihehts drawn Went that Sale Pretence of 


Tdte Feltows and Vagabonds) which Felowed him (b); 


Hating all 


the Regul Save, Ye: | 43 


. vrevgil in their Wars for a time, 28 did A. 
> elne for the Puniſhment of other Wicked; 
cc themſelves receiving their juſt Reward er long, 
6e as he alſo did”? (4. 

But Ar. Whiſton, atter his Manner, would inſi 
nuate, . from Abimelech's courting the Hap to 
Ele him, that © that Method of Free E was 
the then Solemn known way of ing Secu- 
© lar Dominion i in the World“ (6) : But he does not 
obſerye, 3. in the very Offer, which hg — 


their 110 the Sons, and oh Deſcendants „ou 
expect to ſucceed of Courſe, without any other 


Title, than that of their Birth. For it was the. Father 
ouly, to whom they were perſonally obliged, 29 $45 apt 
Del;yerance from 50 Hand of Midian. Ne 
anz ak 1 tad op other Means of gratifying 
his unjuſt 14 lon an by cajoling the mutinous 
Populace, {ſhould encourage them to believe and at- 
ſert more. Power than they, 0 K he 
knew, that whatever extraordi 
ſhould make thereof, it would the r Hd 
his own End; as ifhe had faid to them, I, and my 
Followers will inveſt you, in your Sanhedrim, "with the 
(pretended) Power to male a King, that s {my ſoif me may Pp 
the Mgn ! However, were it as he po ſes, 1 
wonder what Uſe aur Author could make of it, 
or how he can be conſiſtent with himſelf, when, 
at the ſame time, he tells us, © that yer, the Ex. 

*, Cerciſe of this Power by. the People, when done 

, upon Fooliſh Motives, 2 gg Dbliga- 

* tions, and accompanied with Blood and Vio- 


F __— 
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— 


(a) Dr. Moyer, (6) Script. Polit, . 33. 


4k The fort HTSTO RT 
& lence, may be highly Criminal before Gd, and 
bring down ſevere Judgments from him (g)! 
But ſhall not inſiſt upoiſ his Inconſiſtencies; tis 
euough for me that our Popular Advocates can have 
little *Reaſon' to Triumph in this Caſe: Since, 
whatever Power the People preſumed to take to 
themlelyes, in order to the ſetting up of Abime, 
lech, *tis plain, it © turned both to his Ruin and 
* their,” DeſtcuQtion ” ; and (I have the Authority 
of a Conucation to fay) that © if any Man ſhall 
& affirm —— that the Fact of the Sichemites may 
4 9 e imitated” by any Chriſtian People, &c. 
he dath greatly Err (H. 

Here I cannot omit the Parable of Jotham, whereby 
he endeavoured to open the Eyes of the Deluded 
People, and to alienate their Affections from the 
Ufurper; letting them know, © That thoſe who 
„were Virtuous, and whom Reaſon and Religion 
< had taught the ſafe and happy Eftite of Mo- 
 derate Sutjectian, had refuſed to receive ag Unlaw- 
* ful, What others had no Power to give, without 
Direction from the King of Kings; who from the 
© Beginning (as to his own Peculiar People) had ap- 
« pointed them, by whom and how to be governed 
* This he taught them by the Olive, which con- 
 tented it ſelf with its Fatneſs, the Fg - Tur 
E with its Sweetneſs, and the Vine with the 
© good Juice it had: The Bramble, only who was 
moſt baſe, cut down all the reſt, and accepted 
the Syperaignty. He alſo foretold them, by : 
- © Prophetick Spirit, what ſhould befall them in the 
End, and how a Fire ſhould come out of the 
* Bramble, and conſume the Cedars of Lebanon (c 
But theſe being Truths too plain to be oy 


6 


— 


(s) mf hid. (i) Overal's Corooe. Book, Lib, f. Ca. 13 
(c) Jack. 7. &c. Sir, Wa, Raleigh» . 366, | 


'their own Deliverance, by embracing the 


the Regal Succeſſion, &c. 45 
ſuch Times, no ſooner had Jotham ended his Parable, 
but he ran away, and fled for ſear of Abimelech (). 
After ſeveral Viciffitudes of Snning and Delive- 
rence, and Sinning again, it pleaſed the Lord at 
length to deliver his People into the Hand of the Phi- 
liſtines forty Tears (b), But, the Lord having fore- 
told, that Sampſon was to begin to deliver Iſrael one 
of their Hand, and he beginning to att accordingly, 
tho” it was their Duty, as well as Jutereſt, to em- 
brace all Occaſions, and uſe all Lawful Means, to free 
themſelves from the Fozeign Poke, under which 
they groaned : Yet they baſely reſolved, and choſe 
to bind and betray their Brother, into- the Hands 


of his and their Mortal Enemies, the Philiſtines, 


who oppreſſed them, rather than con@ibute to 


4 
and Means that God had put into their ads 
And all this too, upon a moſt falſe, as well as la; 
wiſh Principle. Knoweſt thou not (ſay they) that the 
Philiſtines are Rulers over us ? What is this that thay 
haſt done unto us (c)? As if the bare Poſſeſſion of the 
Power, could have given the Philiſtines a Right to 
the Dominion over them ! Whereas, they could not 
but know, that, by their Law, no Fozeign⸗ Power 
could have any Right thereto: And therefore that 
the bare Poſſeſſion of ſuch Power, without a Parti- 


cular Revelation from God, clearly proved, in its fa- 


vour, could be nothing but a down- right Ulutpa⸗ 
tion; and conſequently was of no manner of Obli- 
gation upon their Conſtiences, but to be remov'd, 


as ſoon as they poſſibly could do it. Tis true, 
ſome may ſay, that the Succefs which the Phili- 


ſtines had had againſt Iſrael was © an Evidence of 


God's giving them a Right of Dominion, and an 
, 1 “ Earneſt 
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2 Judg. ix. 21. (b) — 111i. 1.275 Ge ; (c) — 
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46 Ten HISTORT of 

«Earneſt of God's good Will to them ! That God's 
4 Hand, and viſible Parks of his Providence were 
e in it! That it was the Lom Doing! ” Gr. For 
thus, when our [ral was under the Dominion of 
PBovern-Philiftines, and our Rightful and Lawful 
ing driven by Unnatural Rebels and Regicides to 
ſeek his Bread in Exile, and even there too hunted like 
a Partridge in the Mountains (4); When Our Jtheri- 
tance was turn d to Strangers, eur Houſes to Aliens! 
our Necks were under Perſecution ! --- Servants ru- 
led over us, and there was none (in Humane View) to 
deliver us out of their Hands ! (b) c. Then, I ſay, did 
thoſe Falfe Prophets, moſt audaciouſly blaſpheme 
the Lord of Hoſts; ſtiling their Succeſſes againſt his 
Anointed ----- < the Glorious Accompliſhment of 
* their Prayers! . God's Sentence after ſolemn Ap- 
t peals ! ie the Salvation of Cod! - the Delive- 
ce rance of our Laws, and Liberties, and Wirth- 
& rights 1 - (and, in ſhort) the greatef# Demon- 
de {tration of Grace, that ever Heaven made, to any 
© of the Sons or Daughters of Men, net to the 
© Redemption of loſt Man through Chr (c). 
To ſuch an high Degree of Biaſphemy do Men gra- 
2 ariſe, when once they proſtitute their Pens 
for Gain, and let out their Tongues for Hire (d)! 
Then, with a moſt wicked Deſign, to make Rebel- 
lion ſeem meritorious, were good Names put up- 
on the moſt damnable Actions: As Reſiſtance of 
Lamful Authority, was the diſtinguiſhing Note of 
Eleition, hilſt Obedience for Conſcience ſake, was a 
certain Mark of Reprobation / to be Peaceable and 
Loyal was an \unpardonaple Crime, whalſt to be Sedi- 


1604s 
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(s) 1. Sam. xu. 20, (6) Lament. v 2. — 
1 8 Sermon in the College of Briſtol, 24 Ofober 
1651+ at the Publick Thankſgiving for the Defeat of the King 
„ Worceſter Fight. (4) Mica . 11, © "I 


the Regal Succeſſion, Ke. 47 
thut and Rebellipus was a Cardinal Virtue ! To fight 
againſt the King was fighring the Lord's Battles ! Murs 
dering Biſhops was the Deſtruttion of Antichrift ! Puls 
ling 15 Churches was Reformation from Popery! Plan- 
Ining the Royaliſt was ſpoiling the Egyptians ! 
fring Mens Eſtates, was doing, themlelves Juſtice, 
(they being the Saint t, and the  Exth. was theirs; 
with the Fulneſs thereof!) and binding their King in 
Chains, and their Nobles in Links of Iron, was belpirg 
the Lord again#t the Mighty, Cc. Dottrines thele 
very ſuitable to | ſuch Teachers; which therefore 
| ſhould not have taken this Notice of here, had 
we not ſeen the fame adopted and propagated, by 


ſome who would be thought Golden Candle-ſticks in 
the Church of Chriſt ! | 


This Remark is however the more proper in 
this place, to ſhew the Fallacy of judging of any 
Cauſe from its Succeſs : Since, in this very 
Judges, we find a remarkable Inſtance to the pur- 

4 in the two Defeats which the Children of 
benjamin gave the reſt of the Tribes of 1/rael; 
where we find, that the Juſt Cauſe ſuffered the 
Loſs of Forty hon ſaud Iſraclites, and that it was 
not attended with Succeſs till the Third Attack. 

And indeed, the whole Book of Judges is nothing 
elfe but a Series of Hiftories to this purpoſe, to 
ſhew us, that Conqueſt, and Poſſeſſion, and Succeſs, 
alone, never gave any of the Fozeign Princes a Kighe 
to the Dominion over Iſrael : But that ſtill, in due 
time, God himſelf provided Deliverers, to deſtroy the 
Uſurpers, whom fe had permitted for a while, to 
57 is N People, for their 2 and to 
reſtore them to their juſt Rights ir Repen- 
tance. And is not here lain Piti ten, be- 
tween the Pzovidence of God and his + 
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(a) Fudg. xx, 


43 Theſbortt HISTORY of 
that whereas, in Judgment, he permitted. their 
Neighbours to ſpoil them, in his Mercy he provi- 
ded Deliverers, to reſcue them out of their Hands ? 
In'a Word, & before we can make any Comments 
4 on ſo doubtful a Text, we muſt firſt be ſure, 
«that the Ground-work 1s well laid, and that 
© both the Cauſe it ſelf, and the Means uſed to 
advance it, are good (9) 5 0 

- *Tis true, among theſe Judges, there was no 
ſuch thing as any Hereditary Deſcent or Sutceſſion, 
by Birtiright: Nor was it neceſſary, ſince God, 
who was bimſelf their King, raiſed up whom he 
thought fit, as Vice-Roys, Magiſtrates, and Officers 
under him, upon extraordinary, Occaſions ; let- 
ting them, between whiles, feel the Miſeries of an 
Inter- regnum, which never happens in Hereditary 
Governments. Andit is further remarkable, that as 
God always puniſhed their Sins by Fortign Inſtru- 
ments, 10, whenever he was pleaſed to deliver 
them, it was ſtill by the Means of ſome one of 
their own Cotintrymen, unexpectly raiſed up 
And, as he. permitted ſix ſeveral Tyrants to op- 

/; them, 10 85 ſhew how much he delights in 
Mercy more than Judgment) he provided twice a 
many Judges, in their Diſtreſs, to deliver them. 

HFlitherto the -Government of Iſrael had been a 
'Theocracy.: That is, God himſelf was their King 
after a peculiar maimer, and ruled them by Vici. 
roys of his own more immediate Nomination, and ac- 
cording to Laws of his own making; the laſt Ap- 
peal or Dernier Reſort being always in Extraordi- 
mary Cafes, to himſelf. © But now the People defi 
ring a King by Succeſſion, rather than Deputation, we 
Mall find them governed after another manner: 
"Namely, by a Race of Hereditary Monarchs, ſucceed 
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\ the Revd Seti, K. 49 
ing one another, according to the Narnr al Lm of 
zmogeniture ; except in two or:three of the firſt! 
before the-Gonerninent Was 
tled; as | ſhall ſhew i im due Order. 311 n * 

Aſter the Death of Hi, Samuel judged Iſtaet 
the Days of his Life: but, whin: be. was ald he md. 
42 Nene z- who; r 1 — Mar, bur fur bed 

er Lucre, too Bri 2 
ment (a). Under pretencr Of which Gries nod 
Pal-apminiltration (for © when Mens Diſcontents 
grow ripe, there ſeldom wants a plauſible Oc 
© caſion to vent them ( the People, hd are to 
naturally prone to Revolutions, and Changes of Ge- 


vernment; gre and longed for the 
2 — of Gods Fig 78 to 
— the . 


chat when the. Feople — King — 
had, they “meant thereby Teer ee (is out 


bs they might til have another ND) animes bis 

Fox that thole Kings f the Nations were al Heres 
dir too, not Electiue, we may reaſonablyi:con- 
cl ſuce we find, thut the Iſfalitel were not 
Sag, grown preſu enough, : to. undertake 
ſuch a Revolution on in Re and to pro- 
ceed to an Elettion of a &. their own/;Authoti- 
8 nn would hyXHe been 
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6) Scillingfl. Sew. 
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fur ward tu imitate the Nin, if it had been their 
Praftice; as in the of one) tho” Ml tht" Elders 


of: Iſraal had Fo rho wh in Comven- 
tion ©. But they, dreaming of plied * 
Much 5 \attem | pring to 2ſ. p ap em- 
ſelves to dn , that by oy ke ity, or Inte- 
reſt (whom they knew to be a Propher of the 
Lord; ns well as theit Judge) they might have a 
Lig them; faying to him, Now make ns 4 
King 0 age 2, &. Y et neither would he take 
upon 4anſef! to do it; but was diſpleas d, and prayed 
n the: Lerd for his Direction (). Here it ſeems 
moſt, prayer to obviate that common Odjection 
which it made by certain\Republicans, againſt King! 

Gevertinent.” (Samuel himſelf a lone was not diſple d 
* 
tells zem alſu, that their. Wickedneſt wis great in 
dhe Sythe of the Lord, in aking = King; and the 
Peoply themſelves acknowledge, that ' they - had" added 
oll cheir Nins this. Evil, c at them a King (c). 
t out beſt Interpreters ag That their Sin was 
natnin them deſiring to Have a Ning (for that I 
haye:fhewn/ u have been agreeable to the Revealed 
Hull a Bad) but in mir doing it wm 15 
Defreg only that they. might be like aff tho Nation,, 
and rejefting (as much as in them lay) the'Lord (d), 
hyxxhixr Diſſaſfect ion ta that Form ef Government 
abacly amſelf had appointed them, their being 
weary 20of hir imme Blettion and Appointment 
af their: Governour, 'and/Jonging for a Nrwlarion, 
-withoutiany Warrant or Direction for it from him 
Ate that particular Dime, and without waiting for 
the;>Deceaſe! of S,. whom God: himfelf had 
iraigdobp to rule over ; and therefore _ 

look” 
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ichitlieir Deſire” to altet kis Gbvernment, but he 
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look'd. an it, as « rejeing of hun hve des . 
muel, ſince he had ap However; the 
ee ee ee 
2 F ut withatto them the Miner. (or 
4 6 5 tha chat they might not after-" 
— have any Pretence to camplain of their Fre- 
rogative; and, lute Power, . Where Bkewiſe we 
may oblet e, how Abſolute all the Kinge of the 
2 wers; among whom there were ne; Lauu, "but 
tb Ring «Wil and Pleaſure, © ** Populus, mals legibu? 
tenebatur, Arbitria Regum, pro legibus erant- () 

Br what this: Aſanner or Right e opt? waz we 
have exprefled by Sammel, thus, will take 
© Your PW] 100 Dr them for him ſalſy iar his 


: 4 Chee his Horſamem, and ſome ſhall 
„ run 2 Sehe _—__ he will appoint 

rc him Can Over. Tha and Captains over 
. Fifties, an pd — chem jaar his Ground; and 
to 2 ar v a co ma hid unſtruments 
3 luftruments)of 2 And 
> your Daughters to he Canfalbinaries, 


and to he, Bakeys 2 And e will 
10 your, Fi and.your'V inegyards,caad your 
* „ Obyeyards, even the belt, of.them,) aud give 
© thera; to, his Servants:, And he will take — 
„ Lenth of your Seed, and ofyout e ahd 
„give to bis Officers, and tou bis Servants::Amdi 
« he will take your Men-Sqryanits, and your:Maid- 
„ Sexyants,. and ous goodlieſt young. Men, and 
your Aſſas, and put them to Ae He will 
4 ee of your Sheep; and ye ſhall be 
© bis Sera, (c), whered muſt Ge.) dy the 
. that the Word is to be un 


— forges rr ; and-Vaſſhls,- but 
* ** abi 


* Yer. 9. ( Juſtin: 50. ( 5 Sam. % 13, 
' > W- tel fs) bs xe wt 11 HR: 8 


52+ Theft HISTORY of 
benen e owe in Dary and Serrc th the 
*</Prinve#s'far as he needs them ” (4). Now, that 
this wasnor (as a Celebrated Priacher already quoted 
—— uch a N and N le 055 
count ' Miſeries and Unhappin eculiar- 
l belonging to "this Pm of Gover 1 and 


2 t upon the Eftabliſhment of it, as-muſt 
—̃ K— te all, who have not the 
+ maſtrunworthy- Notions of Ainighty; God, thar 
he cod have no Original Deſigi of appointing 
ſuch a mm of Gi, as the beſt, or as his 
Zenn, Hyſtiqupiori, ſacredly and inviolably to be 
+ keptiup in any Nation, much leſs in all the 
. Nations of the World () That this was 
not ſor ( fay) as die inſiſts, needs no other 
Proof than what is already herein Þefore made 
of the Divine) luſtiturun, of this very fm of Go; 
vernriaut : And that 660/45 the beſt' for W the" Nari- 


ons ef ht World," ovighidly | defiened, and promiſed 
by Cal to his Tce Fraps tire. euere 


even- Bssoye they had ufy Being, 'as a - and 
no other. h of Government ever onee uſtituted, 
prongfed;or provided for them And how ſacreuly and 
ziruolubiy te be kept! ip, if not © ſufficiently proved 
already; will plainly appear, upon Peruſal of the 
Words:wherewith the Prophet concludes this Ac- 


count: of che Right of Kings, ſaying, — Ve ſhell cry out 
in that” — 7 of Ring, . have 
chaſey;yoig;. and the Lord ill not bear your in that Day 
(, "So that, whether" theſe be indegd * ſome of 
the may ſore Calatnities which are too proba- 
ble Conſequences upon the Eſtabliſhment of Al- 
.* ſolute” Monarchy in any Nation, and which may 
F be. all ſummed up in chat one 9 
>>": F | ord 


4 ; (a) Gel asg. 4% 400 Bis dl, Se. a HerrE, March 
52.1755. (e) 1 Gow viil. 18. (4) Head wi. Sr. 
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the Regal\Succeſſiong &c. 52; 
« Word , (as the Preacher laſt quoted 
3 —— 2 Or whether “all theſe were 
6 t intolerable, but ſuch as have been born, and are 
&« ſo. ſtill, by free Conſent of the Subjects towards 
« their Princes, and what Subjects ozght with Pa-; 
© tence to bear at their Sovereign's Hand“ (0, 
as Sir Walter Raleigh obſerves from other Authors, 
pon further Examination: Whether Samuel here 
deſcribes a Kim or a Tyrant, it is all one in this, 
Point, for "is þ ain the People: had nothing to do, 
but to Obey their King; and in Caſe of his Dram 
ing over them (ſince he was their Undoubted 
ul King) they were to have no Remedy, but 
(ſuch as the Primitite Chriſtians had in thoſe Cafes) 
Prayers and Tears : e hall cty dut in that Day (ſays 
Samuel), and the Lord will not bear yon; that is, 
you muſt not expect that God will alter the Ge- 
e vernment for you again, how much ſoever you 
“ may complain of it” (b). And it ſeems very 
reaſonable to believe, That God Almighty did not 
lay before the People that long Liſt of the Regal 
Prerogatives, in order to deter them from deſiring 
the Government of Abſolute Monarchs as the Kings 
of all Nations were (c) (as the Celebrated Preacher 
newly quoted>inſmuates, without meaning it as a 
Reflection upon Kingly | Government to be ſure} ) : 
But rather, to ſhew us, that when we in our 
Worldly Wiſdens, and under pretence of Publick Good, 
take upon us to murmur at, and caſt off ſuch 
Government and Govgrnours as the Lord had appointed 
us, inſtead of bettering our ſelves by "> 2 
lutions, we may reaſonably * Tyrants to rule 
us with Rods of Iron; as has been frequently 
verified in moſt Nations of the World! © 


Never- 
— — . — 

Freren 8 * 1 1 e* Wn wiÞ>t fa) 
. - (a) Sir Wa. Ru. Fol, 393 O- Cy. off R $+—23- 0 
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{ Nevertheleſs, the Iſraelites ſtill perſiſting in their 
Suit, Samuel proceeded to the providing à Ling 
for” them; but (to take away all Colour of the 
People's having any Hand in it) he firſt diſſolved 
their anauthorized' Convention (a). igt 9 

Nom the Lord had told Samuel in his Ear 4 Dy 
before Saul came - that be would ſend him 4 Man, 
to be Captain over his People (b): And when he did 
come, Samuel was ſo far from making him King 
even by his own Authority, (that: tho” Ke — 
2 Fropbet and a Fudge of Iſrael) he did not ſo much as 
know him, any otherwiſe than by Faith, till the 
Lord ſaid Bebold the Pan whom 7 ſpale to thee of 
this fame ſhall Reign over wy People (c). Accord- 
Ingly. Sonne took Sæul apart from all the People: 
And when they were alone, anointed him in the 
Name of the Lord (d). And when he again called 
the People together wnto the Lord (e) he did it not 
for their Cynſent or Approbation, bus only by the ſolemn 
Cafting of the Let (as is commonly ſuppoſed, though 
that does not appear in the Text) or by ſome other 
Means of revealing or declaring the Divine Deſig. 
Peg them . ſee lim bum the Tord had 
1 (og it is very remarkable, and ought for ever 
to Silence all the Clamout᷑ of our Fanaricks and A. 
pblicans'on this Head, That in allthis Tranſacti- 
on, we do not find the leaft Evidence in any of 
theſe Conventions, or Generat Allemblies, of the 


People's Pipering or Reſolving, or in any Manner 
ating er affiſting in this Affair; further than this, 


Thar after the Lord (who has the whole diſpoſug 
thereof (g) had cauſed his Lot or other Mark of 
* 1 Wei WY frm i Deſig· 
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the Regal Succeſſion, \&&. 55 
Deſignation) to fall upon the ſame Perſon,” whom 
he 25 before Ade end had directed the Neo- 
n to find him where he had hid himſelf, A rbe 

'0 „ and Said, God (ave the King (a)! As 
Doubt leſs they would have done, whoſoever had been 
the Perſon, ſince the having d Ring was what 
they only wanted and longed for. Nay, and 
the very Words ot the Text, they (that is the People) 
inquired of the Lord further (b), or, as it is in the 


SeptuagintXinquirtd further of the Lord) ſeem firong. . 4. 


ly to imply ſome more direct and immediate Ap- 
plication — 4 Lord ” —4 whole | 
At leaſt, 'm ſure it plainly proves, that nothing 
was done therein — his expreſs Directiori. 
Beſides, that Su was not ſo Popular a Man, as 
to have the Common Suffrage, and to be Elected 
by the Voice of the People, appears in this, that the 
Children of Belial (who, by the way, are oftentimes 
the A/xjority) mocked and deſpiſed him, inſtead of 
promoting his Election. Neither was the renewing 
the Kingdom afterwards in Gileal-(cFany more 
than the People's being ſummoned again by Sanel, 
to pay their Duty of Homage and Allegiance to Saul, 
who was already their Xing by Right Divine. 
And yet, for all this, certain Perſons are ſtill 
Pleaſed to inſiſt, or inſinuate from this very Caſe 
(tho? nothing can be more clear to the contrary) 
that © God ſubmitted Sul to their (the People 


's) B- 
< le&ion, in giving them the Liberty to chuſe the 
* Tribeand Perſon by Lot (d) l that“ the People have 
* an Intereſt in agreeing to the Form of their Government 

© or Eletting the Perſon that is to Reign over them! 
* That Rings ought not to be ſer zy over any People, 
* but by their own Cenſent, and at their own , 
* and upon ſuch Foundations, as they themſelves, 
| Solemnly 
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56 be ſbort HISTORT of 
* Solemnly agree to! That when a King is ſer 
& ver any People; there is not any Obligation of their 


* continuing under ſuch a Form, any longer than 


* the Lifetime of that King, to whom they 


C voluntarily Subjected themſelves (a) I &c, 
Nay, and One there is, who (notwithſtanding his 
great Pretences of Loyalty at preſent) has the Aſ. 
ſurance to affirm, that Su had no more than 
&' Heaven's Cunnivance (b)! Strange Doctrines 
theſe! when (not to inſiſt upon its being cen- 
ſured by a Convocation, as à great Error (e), the 
Holy Ghoſt himſelf has inſpired the Scripture Hiſtorian 
expreſly to aſſure us, that the Form of Government 
was originally appointed them by the Lord, without 
the People's Conſent, Agreement or Deſire, nay; and 
even before they were a People; that this very 
Ning was ſet up over them by God himſelf, without 
ttheir having the leaſt Knowledge of him, or where 

to find him; that by the Proviſional Precept aboye- 
mentioned, the People's Obligation of Obedience, 
is not to Vetermine with the-Life of their Nin, 
but to continue to his Childten after him; and 
that (as to Saul) Samuel knew no more of him than 
the. reſt of the People did, but aſſures us him- 
elf, that the Lord had choſen and ſet him King over 
them; As hath been here before particularly pro- 
(ved. Nay, Mr. Whiſton has himſelf unwarily an- 
ſwered this Objettion, where he quotes Scripture 
to prove, that ©. during all the Life of Samuel, Sul 
never thought his Authority ſufficiently ſafe 
ed and ſacred, but when it was owned and ft uppo 
& ted by Samuel (d) (the Prophet of the Lord)” A 
plain Evidence to me, that he knew his Tiele au 
Authority de pended entirely n God alone, and 
not upon the People; nothing being more natural 
Wimib! (as 
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the Regal Succeſſion, &ce. 357 
(as Experience tells us) than for Princes to de- 
pend upon thoſe for their S and Settlement, from 
whom they received the Sovereign Power.. 
And, as the Lord had given them a King, ſo he 
alſo gave them Laws (a), whereby they were to 
be governed by him, not to Limit the King's Prero- 
gative,” or debaſe the Sovereign Power, ſo as to make 
him accountable to, and depoſable by, the People? For 
he was veſted with that Abſolute Power, which 
the Judges had alſo enjoyed before him, that who- 
ſoever ſhould diſobey him, and not beten unto 
his Sentence or Judgment, ſhould be put to Death (; 
which being fo agreeable to that of Samuel, where . 
he declares the Right of the Kings, and the Duty of 
Subjects, as is before recited, plainly Teaches the 
Duty and Neceſſity of Unconditional Obedience (either. 
AXive or Paſſive) to Lawful Pꝛintes, and the - 
rantableneſs of Reſiſting their Perſons or Authority. 
And indeed (ſays one of our Eminent. Hiſtorians) ' 
* If Practice do ſhew the greatneſs of | Authority, 
* even the beſt Kings of Judah and Iſrael were not 
* ſo tied by any Laws, but that they did whatfo-' 
* ever they pleaſed in the greateſt: things, and com- 
© manded ſome of their own Princes, and of their 
* own Brethren, to be ſlain, without any Tiyal of Law, 
being ſometime by Prophets reprehended,ſometime 
© not”(c); but (as I mayadd from another Authority) 
never by the Sanhedrim, or States of the Realm (d). All 
which would recommend to the Serious Conſiderati- 
on of My. Whiſton, who ſeems to inſinuate a Sort of 4 
Contract between Saul and the People (e). Aſtrange Sort 
of a Contratt this! wherein the King was abſolutely at 
his Liberty to do what he pleaſed, and the People had 
no Reareſs for their greateſt Grievances, but to C unto 
the Lord (the only Ruler 1 Pꝛiuces!) by whom he 
| was 
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was ſet over them, and to whom alone he was Ar- 


caumable for his Adminiſtration! tho by this way 
of arguing, that vit ure Politician may perhaps prove 
the! People guilty of breaking the Oziginal Contrad, 
whenever they rebel again or reſiſt their Lawful 
Prime, or uſe any oth Arms againſt him than Pray- 
ers and Tears, and Grying to the Lord; which I'm per- 
ſwaded is not bis Aim! | W d 


But to proceed. S, not being the promiſed 


King of the , Houſe of Judah, the Lord; (not the 
dr rejetted him (4); tho not for Tytanny o- 
vet his Sets, but for too much Clemency to his 
Enemies (. And thereupon the Lord ſent Samuel 
to che Houſe of Jeſſe, and gave him particular In- 
ſtruftions to Anoint David there, whom he had 


povived fm his Bing (). Not that David was 


hereby inveſted actually with the Kingly Power: 
But this Anointiug was only a Deſignation of 
him ta ſucceed Saul after his Death. So David 
cc alwayt underſtood it; looking upon Saul as the 
© Lord's Anointed, as long as he lived; that is, as 
© the K ing of Vraci (d). And therefore, even 
aſtet tliat Deſignation, When Saul, then become a 7). 
ram and Perſerutur, was in full Purſuit of his Life, 
and. Drviuchud him twice in his Power, yet he ab- 
ſolutely rEfuſed to hurt his Sacred Perſon, ſaying, 
Who can | ftherch forth this Hand againſt the Lord's A- 
nointed, aid. be guiltleſs (e)? Nay, bis Heart ſmote 
him, becauſe he had cut off. Saul's Skirt (f); and he 
put to death the Amalelite, who had leut his Hand 
to ſlay Saul (. 

And yet, notwithſtanding all this, many ar 
Miruers aid Preachers, take the Liberty, to inſiſt up- 
on the Lawfulneſs, and even the Neceſſity ot Self- 

TS. Id | "Defence, 
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'< from this, they proved no leſs Enemies to the 


„Church, which glories in nothing more than in a 
* tions. which the dark Ages brought in, to the 
and pradtiſed for many Ages (b). And fo our 


Huomilies (approved by the Articles of our Religion, 
for godly and - wholeſome Doctrine, and neceſſary for 


_— 
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the Regal Suction! KC. 59 
Defente, and of direct Reſiſtance of private Subjei#s 
to their Lawful Kings in Caſes of Extremity, Gr. 
(as Mr. Whifton has obſerv*d and rebuk'd one of em 
for) © Perhaps, ſays he, there may be ſome 'Caſes,, 
„ in which this Self-Defence may not be unlawfal : 
However, 1 can hardly, Tconfeſs, find this Mat- 
© ter clear enough in Scripture to warrant a core; 
4 , Praftice upon that foot (40. Thus far Mr. 
Whiſfton. And indeed, tho? it would not be ſo ſtrange 
in others, yet for thoſe who appear in the Habits 
and Orders of the Church of Ensland, to fly ſo openly 
in the Face of her known Dottrines, is ver ſurpri- 
zing. For, * bleſſed be God, our Church hates and 
condemns this Doctrine, from what Hand ſbever 
it come, and hath eſtabliſned the Rights and Au- 
* thority'of Princes, on ſure and wnalterable Foun- 
* dations, enjoyning an entire Obedience to all the 
© lawful-Commands of Authority, and an ahſolute 
© Submifſion to that Supreme Power God hath put in 
„ur Sovereign's Hands. This Doctrine we juſtly 
* glory in. © And if any that had their Baptiſm and 
Education in our Church, have-turn'd Renegades 


church her ſelf, than to the Civil Authority: So 
* that their Apoftacy leaves no Blame on our 


< well-temper'd Reformation from the later Corrup- 


pure and primitive Dottrines which our Savior and 
his Apoſtles taught, and the firſt Chr;tians retained 


theſe Times) (c) do 2 deny the Lawfulneſs - 
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well as Neceſſicy of either Reſſſtance or ſelf 'Defente 


againſt che  Lawful Pawer.: And that too grounded 
upon this very Caſe no before me; arguing that 


© Tho' Saul was of the worſt ſort of Princes out of 


% Gad favour — and ſought the: Deſtruction 
& of -;Devid by all. means poſſible : And though 
“ David was then the very beſt of all Subjects — 
cc, „ highly. and ſingular. in the favour of God, — 
ass well as of the People — and by God him- 
cc * Jelf appointed to reign after Saul; Fly for all 
« this, he would not even ſave his Life by Rebelli- 
on or any - Reiſtanice, but by Flight, — _ 
imſelt from the King's Sight (4), 
J -leſs; did he ever © Seize u upon . 90 
6e carry him pri ſaner, to be tried by the Sanhe- 
« drim, nor is there any Foundation for any 
« ſuch Power in the Sayhedrim,- over the per- 
0 2 Dans of their Swereigus: It neither being con- 
tained. in the , Grounds, of its Inſtitution, not 
ANY Precedent occuting in the Story of the Bible 
« hich gives the leaſt Countenance to it. Nay 
6 ſeveral Paſſages of Scripture utterly 'overthrow 
4 it z for, how could Solomon have ſaid, where the 
« Ward of a King is there is Power, and wbo may ſayante him 
4 « what doſt, thou (b) ? if by the Conſtitution of their 
: Government, the Sanhedrim might have control- 
4 ſed him, in w hat he ſaid or did (c)? There were 
not wanting ſome to inſinuate unto him, that Provi- 
dence had e. the King into his Power, that by 
his Heſtru the Throng might be Macant for 
. himſelf to . »Behold the Day of which the Lord 
| aid unto thee Bebel L. wilh. lier thine Enemy into 
RN Hand, he r to _ as 2 


ee 943 ub „ee 


«* 


: 22 Wilful Rebellion. 10 Eccles. will. 4+ 
. ae 97 et 65 1 Kam. v. 4 40 uh 


04% ANG |) 


. 


— , , . GER 


rn 


e wito thee (4). God bath delivered thine © 

2d into thine Hand this Day (b). But David ( though 
at he might have pleaded Neceſſity: and Pzobidence 
of MF © a8 = as ever any _ e Wo rn he was 
n thus perſecuted by Saul, an Perſecutor ſtrangely 
h delivered into 155 Hands) had nevertheleſs 2 
a ther Opinion of the Perſon even of a bad King, and 
4 other Notions of God and his -Pzovidence : For, 
| WY looking upon it only as a Trial an Proberion of 
him, and that nothing could be Neeeſſary for him 
to do that was not Lawful in it ſelf, The | Lard 
forbid (ſaid he) that I ſhould do this thing unto my 
Maſter the Lord's Anointed —IWickedneſs h 
fram the Wicked, but mine Hand ſhall not be 'upon thee (d). 
— As the Lord liveth, the Lord ſhall 
Day. ſhall come to die, or he ſhall deſcend into Battle and 
periſh;, The Lord forbid, that I ſhould ſtretch forth mine 
Hend. againſt the Lord's Anointed (2): Thereby 
clearly intimating, that as the Lord had ſet Saul in 
the Throne; ſo it muſt» be the Ack of the Lord a- 
lane (and not that of Man) which was to make 
the Throne Vacant. Neither was Saul's having for- 
ſaken the Lord, accounted a Forfeiture of his Right 
of Sovereignty, but he held the Crown nevertheleſs 
to the Day of his Death. 510 
| Now, after | Saus Death, was David by the 
x Lord's Direction, Anointed King in Hebron, where 
he reigned over the Houſe of Judah, ſeven Tears 
and fix | Months (F): But the Iſraelites, for ſome 
time, adhered to 1ſbboſheth, the next known "Heir of 

the Family of Saul (for Mephiboſberh the Son of Jo- 
nathan was not to be found (g), as of Courſe to 
«ſucceed to the Throne, according to the Law of —_— 

Maren. RUS * | 4 
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till, becoming ſenſible of the Lord's expreſs i 
tion of David, they came together to him, and A- 
nointed him M over Iſraei allo (a). ie ef 

Here, though we read, that Xing David: 1e 4 
with them (which ſome People have mifta-; 
ken for an Dyiginal Contract) we cannot under.) 
ſtand a of his Submitting to any Terms or Limi- 

But, as the Lord had ſaid te David, Thou 
fot wy hl Iſrael, and 'thox fhalr be Ruler over 
rael, Therefore came all the Elders' of 
rg to the King: tu Hebron — according to the 
| — of the 1055 by Samuel (), not to Elect nor to 

Confirm, but only. to Recognize his — Right, 
to pay thier aud to the King; 
as the Ordinance af God ; And: David nd er 
the. Lord (not the People) had eft alu ſped him King 
ever. IIrael (c); And accordiagly, the Lord faith; 
I have ſound David ny ve with e Oil _— 
1 anointed bad (a). 91 
After all this, with what: : Golour: of Seri 
„or Good" Senſe, Davidocan be ſaid to = 
bean“ called to the Throne by God, and the Voice 
66% f the People: (aj loun my ſeif at a loſa to under- 
fand: Since nothing can be plainer than that hei- 
ther the Lord, nor his Prophet, ever once asked 
the Plople's"Poiceion Conſent, nor red their Con- 


curbence theteunto t: Nay and further, that David 


was fo far from being Populky, that even when 
be offered himſelf afterwitds to fight in the Ch 
mom Cuuſt . againſt» Goliah, neither the King himielf, 
non chis General knew ſo much as "whoſe Son he was 
. till / they were told by his own Mouth. 
Mud though David had, either through Hume 
B 4%, or by the Advice of Evil "= 
allen 
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fallen into divers grievous Sins : Vet, having 
away thoſe Sins by a Sincere Repentance , 
Refolution tomake Reſtitution (a), ſo fur ll Ba 
his Power, he is, in general, recorded by the Foly 
Ghoſt to have done that which was Right in the Eyes 
the Lord, and to have exerured J and 7 
unto all his-Pedple (b); and not that, upon his fal 
into Sin, he had forfeited his Right ''of Dominzon, 
and ought to be Depoſed ; as our Modern Fanticks, 
and ſome of the worſt of 'Papiſts do pretend. "Net 
ther is there the leaſt Appearance of Evidence, 
that the Sunhedrim (or States of the Nation) 
preſumed, or 3 to any Right, to take any 
Cognizance of theſe things; Nay, © it is ridicu- 
4 ſous to think that High Gur could. | 
their ' King (c. "oY 
However there wanted not 11 m2 even 
bis'own Blood, to Rebel againſt Him, and Ufury hi 
Kingdoms. For "Abſalom his Son, was forward 
to conſpire againſt him, and by the Pretence of Re- 
dreſſing Imaginary Grievances and other Pypular Ar 
, deluded 5 People into Neal Ones, and Stole 
Hare of the Men of Iſrael from their Lawfyl 
uing: 0h! (Said he) that I were made Judge in rhe 
Land, that every Man which hath Ar or Caſe, 
t come unto me, and J would do him Juffice a7 
By that his Treaſonabie Declaration cunningly f 
ſinuating, that the King regarded not to do 
Subjects Fuſtive l How juſt their Complaints wi 
Grieuances were! How many and great Defet#s 
were in his Father”s Adminiſtration! And how realy 
he would be to redreſs all Gttebunces, and careffft 
to conſult the Publick Good, if he. could. get the 
Poſſaſſon of his Father's Throne 
— = 
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4 .. By. theſe and ſuch like Artifices the Conſpirac) 
ame ftrong and General: 2 5 People — 
ed continually with Abſalom ; though many wen 
with him in their Simplicity, and knew not any thing (a) 
they were to do, or at leaſt never conſidered the 
fatal Conſequence, thereof. 03-$1.45 hade 
Thus David, by the Increaſe of his Enemies, and 
Deſertion of his Suppoſed Friends, was reduced, in- 
fomuch, that he was forced to Abdicate the Go⸗ 
berument and to eſcape for his Life beyond Jor- 
dan, and the good. King wept as he went up, and had 
_ bis Head N and he went bare: foot, and the Peo- 
ple that was with him (H). Upon which Abdication 
or. Deſertion (if that may be called fo which was 
attended with ſuch manifeſt, Force), Abſalom 
came to Jeruſalem, and was permitted by. God, for 
the Sins of the Nation, to take Poſſeſſion of the 
Vacant Throne, and of the whole Kingdom from Dan 
3 | even to Berſheba (c): So that, for a time, there was 
= no Oppoſition to him, in behalf of the Exiled 
King | Tho” to their Immortal Honour let it be re. 
membred, that all the Prieſts and Leuites retain'd their 
Natural. Allegiance, and continued Loyal to the King (d). 
And this was perhaps the main Reaſon, why the 
Rebellions of ,Ab/alom and Sbeba were of ſo ſhort 
a, Continuance; God having ſo guarded the Go- 
| _ Farument of, the Jews, by a ſtritt, Conformity and 
= Dpiformary, that without a Schiſm in the Church no 
'4 Aebellin againſt the State could long continue, 
W a Hut now, when |Treaſon was in Fuſbien among the 
Mltitude and Faith but to be found among the fen, 
le ſought; to betray his Loyal Maſter 
heſberh (),.; and Shimei preſumed to cat Stone: 
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even at his Sovereign Lend che Ks and $0: him 

to his Face (a); 8 eat a n 

it was, * for one Shima that vns in Iſnail in 

0 David's time, we have a Thouſand imours (b)” ): 

— 2 — — — — of the Id 
R 

— s Anointed, was the very fixft who made a 


formal an to the Ki "and addreſs him tor his 
Favour (c); which (however "4: [be rea. 
dily obtained. 


* 

That Revotntion (cho' it is by the Holy bod 
condemn das a moſt Annatutal Rebellion and Treg+ 
— n * — — without its Fa 

ets, w ad t nce to impute 1 
all to God's Pronidenct and the Lozd's Dein! The 
Lord, laid Sbimei, hath delivered the Kingdom img the 
Hand ofi AbGalom. thy Sor (). Such as he could 
plamly behald the Hand of God, and viſihle Parks of 
his Pzovidencs in all this! But they had not before 
their Eyes the 707 eee ; which having 
3 B00 Prone of bvg 185 Life to the — — 

uently unphes a aun 
that they who diſhongur and ry rug * — 
whether Natural, Siritual, or Political. (and much 
more then they who rebel againſt them f) JT be 
cut ſhore, Vis true, the great Revolutions ot Sa- 
vernment, are to be attr to a Pꝛo⸗ 
vidence of God, who is' is the Fudge ang puegerh 
one, and ſetteth up another (e), which holds wich ry re 
to Natians as well as partieular Perſons. « Bud. fil 
this“ doth bot found any Right: of Runte Dy 
„ ame fancied, till che Argument from 

was returned with greater Force upon 
2 ſelves): But it W that When öh 
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mukke ug of Perſons or Nations, as the Scourges in 
4 his Hand, to puniſh à People with, he gives 
&. them Succeſs above their Hopes or Expectations; 
& but that Sucteſs gives them no Right (a). And 
that the People's Choice or-Submiſſion was another 
of this U/appery pretended Titles we may perceive by 
Huſbais mentioning that as one of the Reaſons for 
his ſeeming Revolt, ſaying, ---Whom the Lord, and 
this People; aud al the Men of Iſrael chooſe, bis will 
1he, and with him will I abide (; which by the way, 
is the firſt time that we hear of that Trairerous Max- 
im, Uor' Popalt Nox Dei, that the Voice of the Pro- 
is the Voite of God! © © 
And yet, chotwithfinnding' all theſe pretended T.. 
tler of Abdication, Poſſeſſion, Suctels, Pzovivence, 
Election; Submiſſion, and (what is ſtih more) that 
all this happened agreeably to what the Lord had 
forerold to-David, by. the Prophet Nathan (c), Abſa- 
lom is never once eſteemed Ning, but his Enter ber 
is, by the Holy Gheſt, termed a Conſpiracy (4 
ven when it was in its Height : and David, th 0 
out of e and in Exile, is every where ac- 
know ledg'd as the only Lawful and Rightful King; 
And as ſuch, afterwards was his Happy Reffo2ation 
effected by kis Repenting Subjects, who as with one 
"Heart; ſtut this Word unto 2 King, Return thou and 
all thy Servants, and contended fiercely among them- 
ſelves, which of them ſhould be the moſt active in 
"my is it about (e). Which manifeſts the Truth 
| P 8 « That juſt Aurbority, howe- 
2 for a Seaſon, uſually recovers and 
pets üp again; and unjuſt Uſupation, however 
„ Righ and ſucceſsful for a while ſeldom holds 
= 21 lang againſt a Nakao, Title (V. "And : 
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tbe Regal, Saagſſion, C 
* « Reaſon. thereof ſeems: ain r 
ny Man holds and 4 only by 
: he doth not hold of God ; 2885 doth-God upon 
the Thing Rey . hl his, till Orme; way of 
© Abt mak es it ſo: Whilſt he. ie beide ey Mi 
4 ade om nor. 25 the Owner, but 2 1 
&« therefore bids h int: Reſtore. the hn er 
© own again; and that Is, all any — 
e with. Him by meer Unrightons Poſſeſſion; viz. 10 
27 therein, but only Guilt and Puniſhment, 
« and a Neceſlity of hare Reſtitytion(s) WP... 
Model N not but ang a r he 
0 8. K atto Abſalom, W 
the oder of e Fete (3"Y ſb. Pro» 
he? liver 95, L. can't find the leaft Root- 
any 


h Covenant or Engagement; to Abſar 
Pretentions of F David, the King de jure, hd 
was then in Exile, and thereby drveſted of = — 
— of his Sovereign Authority And therefore 
5 2 BY thing i 0 19 Gs. * * 
ate urpers ſo far outwent Jews) -* 
— preſume to determine, whether in caſe 
ſuch Gar 1, Of Covenant 2 2 Hannes had been 
1 in Abſalow's Ca People of cri 
er pond ond. Conſcience A* taken them; 
17 they had, b whatever induce- 


TENG been prevaibd withal to take em, ſuch 
_ Oaths; Or Covenants, or Engagements, had obliged them 


2 any thing but Repent ance and Reſtirution 


. e e e A 
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the Loyal Tribe of Yader 1 
once termed à Ki, hut a Pan of-WBelial ; which, 
(as a Learned Prelate obſerves) © in eife& 3 5s a9 much 

as IH ic had been ſaid, chat he. mur of his Eeber 
© h Devil (4). However; here it 
not be {mproper to obſerve, that ”the Fuhlick Feat 
< being once broken, it is impoſſihle ſor them tit 
begin a Civil War, to ſtop where they * or 
* end it when they pleaſe, or even to judge w 
* theton Refolutions. will be, pr rs er 
«Thing s alters or adrances, New Men will graft 
upon The Schemes and Succeſſes. of the 
* rc and they that are one 74 2 

———— Advance to the bigbeft Yillaimes 
* than Game, or ſuſſer it co be played 
„Gut of x their Hands ( — 

As to Solemon, it is granted that henvan: 
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chough he Deu, and conſa- 
quent ly aud kl bon Sor be 3 Heir by Birth, 
. Brel acknoe lodged to his Mother, conceru- 
baſes Adoniab, ſaying," Ak for him the Aingdom alſo; 
"fo; he 1s mine Gizer Byother (4) (where, 
way, we may obſerve that Sdamon: himſe 
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it was, that Solomon was immediately ſet upon the 


The ſhort. HISTORT of 


by Dawid's Order, according to the Word 


Throne, 
of the Lori (a). 
This is further manifeſted both by Devid and 
Sage himſelf. For David-inſtrufting Solomon in 
's Promiſes and his . tells him, The Word 
2 ſhall be born to mm 


2 Lord _ to 1 
da the Throne 

7 oem up — esel f for div H. And in a — 
Speech, whetein he declared hurl +0 and Solomon's 
Divine Right, he ſays, The Lord God of Iſrael choſe me 
before all the Houſe of my Father, ta be King over Iſrael for 
= Aud of ul my Sons, he hath choſen Solomon, my 

to fit pan the Throne of the Kingdom of the Lord 
— Ifrael ; und be ſaid wedge ilfe eftabliſh bis Ring- 


dom for ever (c)). And again he ſaith, Solomon 


#y Sen, whom alone God hath cholen (4), &e- Thus 
Solomon alſo himſelf ſays, The Lord bath ' performed 
tis Word that he ſpake, and I am riſen. up in the room of 
David my: Father, and ſit on the Throne of Hrael, -as. the 
Lord promiſed 18 —. And again San laid 
unto God, Nn haſt ſhewed reat Mercy unt) David 
2e e Reign in his ſtead (H). In 
N Convittion: whereof; and to put his Title out of 
all Doubt, al the Princes, and the Mighty Men, and 
-atl the Sons /ikewiſe of King Fee ſubmits tem- 
Jive} unto: Solomon the King 1 C5 
'Tis true Adoni jah (his ldeſt Surviving 1316- 
her) at firſt e made A Party to ſecure. his Natzral 
Habe of — am And ſuch was the Univerfal 
Reſpect to the: Lam of \Ptimogeniture, that all 
-Jfrael ſet cher Fuer an bim, that ſhould reign, (b) : 
(But he ſoon was convinced of his Error, and ack- 
ot 2 — 
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ä ),», Chron, Kii, 8, Ce, 
the hran. j " (8): * wi, 95 Wo! 1 
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the Regal Sucreſſſun, &. 7 
nowledged, that the Kingdom was his Brother - 
tomon's from the Lozd; who alone has the Power 
and Prerogative to diſpenſe with, and ſuperſede bis 
own Laws, and thoſe of Naur. 

Here, though the Caſe is plain enough in it ſelf, 
yet I find it neceſſary to add a Remark with re- 

to the Inſinuation of Ar. Whifton. He admits, 

t Adonijah was the Eldeſt Sn then alive, but 
infinuates, that nevertheleſs, Adonij ab himſelf does 
© not yet deny, that the Conſent of © the "People was 
* alſo re -= in ſuch a Caſe, and that when God 
ws ehirned e Hearts of the People to recognize Slo- 
© mon, that Recognition was a Sufficient Title to the 
Throne, even in Barr" to that Pzimogeniture it 
© ſelf” (a). In anſwer to which, and to demon- 
ſtrate the Fallacy thereof, it is obſervable,” that 
Adoxijah affirms (and appeals even to Salomons Mo- 
ther for the Truth of 0) that the Right of Succeſſion 
was his: Thou knoweſt (ſays he) that the King- 
dom was mine —; (meaning by the Natural Right 
of Primogeniture) :' as if he had ſaid (according to 
Peter Martyr) this is A e and — 1 „ th 
it it impoſſible you ignorant of it (b); For (as 
Adonijah proceeds) ſo fally ble was —— | 
Body of that my Inherent Right, by virtue of the 
Laws of God and Nature (which alſo they knew, 
to be abſolutely Indefeaſible (c) without the manifeſt 
and apparent Interpoſition of God himſelf, and that 
too, not by doubtful Event, which ſome affect to 
call the Appearance of God by his Providence, but 
by an expreſs and clear Revelation, for that pur- 
poſe) that they, even all Iſrael, ſer cheir Fares on in 
that I ſhould reign, as being their King's Eldeſt Sou. 
But when it appeared beyond all Doubt, by fuch 

| q 1191/7 Pull 
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1 The\furtHISTORT of 
Pubtick"Rede/dtion, to be the Will of God, to alter 
the Ent ail, than (and not before) they acknow- 
ledged the fo be named about to Solomon, be- 
cauſe. it was his the Len: And as. Aapnijal 
himſelf (being hikewiſe made ſenſible of God's ex- 
ercifing his: Peculiar Prerogarive in that Caſe) rœadi- 
| rx bmitted and waved his Claim to the Crawn, 

e was, from that time, no other Presender in 
view, and conſequently ho- Colour, for any 
dene to the Recognition of Solomon, whom 
God hinfelf had ſo unqueſtionably appointed and 
wo 3 to be their King, as Hafory * 

Nevertheleſt ſo far ads 8 Sn bos 
ing 2 Seien, (ar indeed any) Title to the Crown, 
much leſs a Nr to the enter (as that Lear- 
ned Sriprure Patitician pretends) that the very Word 
Recogaition neceſſariſy ſuppoſes a prior His inhe- 
rent in the Perſon Neregm ad, and ge 4p Ac- 
— JInowledgmentof that ri prier- 79 not the giving 

ars one: Beſides, 1 ro the Conſciences and 
Cimmeon Semſe of al Mankind Whether any 
can be found more clear in * whole Bille than 
this, That the 'Peep/e looked upon it as their indi- 
Jpenſible Duty to ae the "Right of the 
Sm, according to the known Laws: Till being ma 
* os ly ſenſible, that Ga had openly * 135 
his own Laws (in that particular Caſe) and 
— res himſelf in favour of | Slemon by Name, 
that, to make it the more notorious to them, 
* had alſo waived his Pretentian to 
rown, the People, then having no room left 
1 2 "the Title, readily recognized: him hom 
the Lord: > 4 dad lien refly nominated, and to whom 
| himſelt had as expreſly ſubmitted. 

Nor can 1 ſee what Colour of Scripture our Author 

ana to N oe Gia in . e wane 
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the Regal Suctefſian, &c, 73 
ſpect to Perſonal Virrue, Goodneſs, and Deſert 2 | 


He ventures indeed, with Aſſurance 
without Authority, to call Semen the berrer Son, 
and Adoni jah the worſe : but he will have much ado to 
prove that, eſpecially at the time when-God reveal-. 
ed his Reſolution to eſtabliſh Solomon in the Throne, 
unleſs, as he did in the Cale of Eſau and Facob, he 
will pretend to diſtinguiſh the better from the worſe, | 
before they were born, or were capable of :doing 
either good or evil (b); which, with Submiſſion, does 
not become him to judge of. | "ſs: 
However, from this laſt . Obſervation, we may 
ſee the Neceflity of thoſe Speeches which David 
and Solomon made in Maintainance of their Divine 
Right : That the People might perceive, by apparent 
Proofs, that the Fundamental Laws of Nature were 
not altered by them, without the expreſs. Revelation 
and Appointment of the Lord; which alone ſuper- 
ſedes all other Legal Qualifications whatfoever. 
Upon which account (and no other) Adonijah, and 
all who had helped him to eat himſelf againſt 
the Lord's expreſs Ordinance, were guilty of Uſur- 
pation arid Treaſon, and had' thereby forfeited their 
Lives as well as Iniploymenrs, to Solomon's Mercy. 
And as Adoijah himſelf had a Pardon only upon 
Condition of future good Behaviow (and therefore 
loſt his Life afterwards; as ſoon as the Ring judged 
the Condition broken;) ſo Abiathar his Life was 
ſpared by King Solomon, for his former good Services 
to King David, but the Prieſthood was taken from 
him and Neſtora to Zadol, that be might fulfil the 
Word of the Lord which he ſpale concerning the Houſe of 
Eli in Shiloh (e). However, cho Zadok had not 
been (as indeed he was) of the Elder Family; 2” 
Ane dou 
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doubtleſs it was a great Favour towards Abiathar, 
for the King to be coritent with accepting his for- 
feited Office only, when his Life. was forfeited alſo, 
and that too for ſo notorious a Crime as that of 
Figh-Treaſon. 125 

ut before I leave this Caſe, I muſt take No- 
tice of what Uſe is made thereof by certain 
popular Writers, among. whom it is of late be- 
come a ſtanding Argument for the ſuppoſed 
Right of the Civil Magiſtrates to Deprive Biſhops and 
other Eccleſiaſtica! Perſons from their Eccleſiaſtical 
Functions, or at leaſt the entire Exerciſe thereof, up- 
on meerly Civil or State Crimes. Thus an Eminent 


Modern before quoted calls it © ſo plain and fo un- 


* exceptionable an Inſtance againſt the Adverſa- 
* ries of Lay-Deprivations, in this very Point of De- 
< privation, that he thinks their own Anſwers ſhew 
© the penny of getting clear of it ”. And 
to put the better Colour upon his Argument, 
he makes bold with the Word of God, and affirms 


that © Solomon deprived one of the Exerciſe of his 


Function, to which he h1d been appointed accord- 
Ting to the Inſtitution of God himſelf, and the ſame 


ce Solomon appointed another to ſucceed him. And 


upon this be flouriſhes, after his manner, and in- 
ſultingly demands What can be a more expreſs 
ce Parallel. than this, of the Supreme Civil Power de- 
ce priving One Eccleſiaſtical Perſon, and putting in 
Another, upon the ſole Conſideration of the In- 
i tereſt of the State (a) ? Now as it is not my Bu- 
ſinefs here to follow him out of my own Road, 
I ſhall not purſue him through his ſeveral Turns 


of Reaſoning upon it, but ſtick cloſe to the Facts, 


as I have them warranted by the Holy Seriprures : 
Wherein I find, that God had long before given to 
the 
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the Regal Succeſſion, &c. 75 
the Family of Fleazar, the Covenant of an' ever- 
laſting Prieſthood (a), or (as it is worded in our 
old Tranſlation) the Pꝛieſt 5 Dffice fo2 eber; where- 
as the Power and Authority of the High-Prieftbood- 
was to be removed from the Family of bam, 
and they being reduced to great Diſtreſs and Po- 
verty, ſhould ſee their Honour and Office reſto- 
red to another Line (Y); all which was fulfilled 
by Solomon here, when he removed Abiathar of the 
Houſe of Ithamar, and reſtored Zadok of the Houſe 
of Eſeax ar. So that even ſuppoſing it to have been 
a Deprivation indeed, yet Solomon can't truly be 
ſaid to have Deprived one that was appointed accor- 
ding to the Inſtitution of God himſelf, and to have ap» 
pointed another by virtue of the Supreme Civil Power, 
as that Writer affirms! $9530, 4) 

r was this done (as , 1 
words it) the ſole Confiderdtion of the Intereſf of t 
State : Nor yet 7 a — whoſe Right 10 the 
Throne was doubtful, and diſputed ; but by On 
whoſe Right was allowed by all Men to have been 
Divine and indiſputable, and that too for no len 
Crime than High-Treaſon, prov'd by manifeſt Owrt- 
Act,, as before is noted. adi WA, * CO? 

But after all, this pretended Deprivation "appea 
to have been no med than a Bani from 
ruſalem, and Confinement to his Fields at Avathoth (e), 
(whith, by the way, belonged to him as Prieſt (d), 
not as his private Eſtate, and which therefore he 
had been incapable of enjoying, if he had been 
deprived of his ſacerdotal'Charatter) : In Conſequence 
whereof he was of . Courſe incapable of Officiats 
as before; the Functions of \the' Priebe being 
confined to the Temple at 1 ſo that his Ba- 
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76 The ſrt HISTOR Tof 
niſument from thence muſt neceffarily detain him 
from the Exerciſe of his Office. But ftill he was 
no leſs qualified for it than befere, in caſe he had 
heen allowed to Return to the Temple: And we 
_ him ſtill acknowledg'd to be a Prieſt, notwith- 
nding this Sentence, in the ſame Rank too as he 
was before, even in the time of David (4); that 
is to ſay, that Abiathar was Chief or High-Prieſt of 


the Second Sacerdotal Order over the Eight Families 


of the Houle of ſthamar, whereas Zadok was Chief 
or . Supreme Afetropoliran over the Sixteen Families 
of the Houſe of Eleazar ; But upon this Puniſhmenz 
of Abiachar, and hiscouſequent Difability to exe- 
cute the Office, Zadel's juriſdiction was enlarged 
to the Extent of thoſe Eight Families as well as 
the other ſixteen, that is, over all the Song of A.. 
vun Cb). With what Truth therefore this Afertor 
of: Tay  Deprivations ean' averr, that Solomon © by 
his on Authority, took away what he never 
e Yaye, nay, what Ab:4ther had from God himſelf” 
fe; ch which he /muſt mean his Sacerdor al Che 
reli his Meaning may ever be gathered from 
WV Words) leave to our Unprejudic'd Readers 
udge ! | 
2 Lake here charge him with the Cenſure of a 


 Conkaration which has condemned it as a great Er 


.t&; (a), in any. Man to im, that the People had 
aaf Intereſt at any time — either ok 


their. Prieſts, or (they being appvinted of God, # 


is aforeſaid} to deprive them of their Places, 


Ke, But becauſe Caretations may ſeem to. be of 
Authority with hem, I ſhall eſſectuall/ 


little or 
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WP * Example, was of another Nature, and done u upon 


the Regal Succeſſion, &e: 77 
by confronting him with his Friend Afr. Whi 
and ſo leave them to reconcile it as they can. This 
Gentleman having ſtated the Caſe now before us, 
among thoſe where Perſons uſe their Authority ſome- 
what out of their uſual Sphere, concludes upon the 
whole, that © here is xo Civil Deprivation of an Re- 
& clefiaſtical Perſon, or ſecular Entrenchment 
« on the Eccleſiaſtical Authority, but a Juſt Exe- 
4 cution of the Divine Decree, without any ſuch 
« Deprivation or Entrenchment at all ” (a). And 
in his Dedication to that other Writer (taking Occa- 
fon. to ſpeak of the Lay-Deprivation of Arch-Biſhop 
Sancroft and diverſe other Biſhops of the Churebes of - 
England and Ireland, and of all thoſe of Scotland, ſoon 


Acker the late Revolution) he reflefts upon all ſuch 


Deprivations thus “ Depriving Biſhops from the 
© Exerciſe ot their Spiritual Power, by a meer Secular 
* Aubority, for meer Secular Offences, ſeems to me 
<< almoſt as abſurd as the pretended Power of the 
6c Biſtop of Rome, to Deprive Secular Princes of their 
& Secular Power for Ecol, « ** Offences. And thoſe 
* that are ſenſible o great Uſurpation and 
* Wickedneſs of the latter, Ren 24 to give 
any Encouragement to it, by juſtifying the former 
Procedure: Eſpecially while thee has _ 
— other eaſy E po exceptionable Ways of 

Seditious or Rebellious Clergymen, and 
« can therefore never be under any great _ 
4 ptation to do what is, in ir felf, ſo perfec| 

A n the Foot of an Pow 


ian y, perfectly UW ble , u 

« zhoſs Bonn — We For, as 1 lis Gutvet 
4-this Bay, that the Caſe of Abiarhar deprived 
* by Solomon, which is the only pretended Scripture 
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<<. another Foundation ;, ſo is the old State of Chriſti- 
* apity known to be fully again ſuch a Practice; 
<.inſomuch that the greateſt Yindicators of the 
r gate at the Rekozmation and Revolutton, have 
not, I think, been able to produce one ſingle Au- 
<- thority for it, at leaſt, not till ſuch late Centuries 
* as are of no value, when unſupported by earlier 
Amiquity” (s). 4. 
I need make no Apology for enlarging ſo much 
this Caſe, becauſe it is matter of great Con- 
troverſy, with reſpect to the Right of Kings, and 
the Doctrine of the Independency of the Church upon 
the State, as to its pure ſpiritual Powers. But to pro- 
ceed in my Diſcourſe. | OG 


After the Death of Solomon, the Original Law of 
Dereditary Succeſſion, according to Pꝛoximity of 
Blood, came to be exactly obſerved in the King- 
dom of Judah. For, in Obedience thereto, «fl 
Iſrael came to Shechem to Rehoboam to make (b), 
(or more properly recognize) him King, who was 
Solomon's Son and Undoubted Heir. But here the Ten 
Rebellious Tribes under Pretence of Gtievances, even 
in | Solomon's Reign, preſume to Remonſtrate againſt 
them, and to inſiſt upon Terms with their Lawful 
King (as if Liberty and Property were things that a Xin 

only could have no Pretence to l) which he, thr 

a Judicial Infatuation (for the Puniſhment of the Sins 
of Solomon, as had been foretold by the Lon (c) 


anſwering impolitiokly, gave Occaſion to thoſe. 


Tribes to Revolt, as will be ſhewn hereafter. How- 


ever, the Il Tribes of Judah and Benjamin (which 


becauſe their Poſſeſſions were intermixed are ſame- 
times reckon'd as one) continued to he Faithful, and 
bear true Allegiance to their King's Sen. 2 ve ® 


Bi 
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of . « * . 
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But nevertheleſs, leſt their Example ſhould be 
of any Uſe to the Advocates for Hereditary Right, Mr. 
| Whifton (whoſe Byas is always turn'd the other way) 
inſinuates, that © his Father's Favour, his Mother's 
. &« Intereft, and his own Behaviour, ſome or all, pro- 
« cur'd him the General Good-Will of the Two 
L © Tribes; who went to Shechem, and there, in a S. 
e lemn Aſſembly made him their Xing (a). Now, 
tho* the Drift of all this is apparently to ſupport 
the Claim of popular Conventions in making Kings, 
yet I muſt take the Liberty to demand, From what 
other Motives than that of True Loyalty, the Two 
Tribes could reaſonably be induced to adhere to 
their King's Son and Heir, when the other Ten re- 
belled againſt him? What Scripture-Evidence to 
prove, that his Father's Favour, his Mother's Intereſt, 
and his own Behaviour, ſhould not be as much re- 
garded in 1/rael as Judah? Did his Father ever ex- 
preſs any exrraordinary Favour for him ? Or had his 
Mother any particular Intereſt after his Father's 
Death, to prevail with the Two Tribes, but not with 
the Ten? If ſo, we may expect to find, the Chapter 
and Verſe ! As to his own Behaviour, *tis plain, that 
was ſo very Impolitick, as well as Unpopular, that 
it could not poſſibly procure him any Good Will : But, 
inſtead thereof, if the Two Tribes had been given 
to Change, like the reſt, and not of truly Loyal Prin- -*T 
ciples, they would moſt probably have voted the i 
Throne vacant, and placed another therein, by their | 
own pretended Authority, asthe other Ten did. But 
they, not regarding the Rebellious Prattices of the 
reſt, nor thinking greater Numbers any Argument 
in Matters of Right and Dutp, — * by them- 
ſelves to Recognize the Natural Right of their 
Lawful King's Son (even tho? they could —— 
ves 


* — — 


bs (s) Script, Polit, 7 14 ; wer y = | 


. * 9 ere ſplit upon 1 


8% Te HISTORT of 


themſelves nothi —— from his own Declaration to 
them but the Arbitrary Tyranny), as all the . 
ther Tribes were ready too to have done, if they 
had not been acted by Principles of Human Politicks, 
rather than thoſe of Religion and Loyalty; and how 
much the Publick Good” was effeted en, wilt 
be ſeen its proper Place. 
In the mean time I ſhall proceed upon the Suc. 

of thoſe Kings, who reigned, according to the 


| Original Law of e l. and Pꝛotimity of 


Wlood, over the Loyal Tribes of Judah.and Ben amin; 
who having. been & Rave of Kings (23 is confels'd) 
Divine Appointinent (4), we may obſerve, that 
Preheminence of the Pzimogeniture is admitted 
to be a Dwine Right ;, (for tis plain, none of theſe 
Kings had an other Evidence of God's Deſignation, 
than that of their Birth or Hereditary Right, tho 
e Friends ſticks not $6 calb it 
Blaſphemy (b). 

But, before I come to the Particulars, | ſhall take 
Notice here,. once for all, of a iece of Criticiſm, 
Fog indeed to'be 2 than Carton, — 

M biſten (forget ful of the Inipureials 
to in his 7 f when no other ade Colours 
can be be found to caſt a Blot upon that hated Do- 
Urine of Hereditery Right, takes upon him to ſuppoſe, 
(or preſume rather) that wherever we meet. wich the 
Arber: Name, it is an Argument, that ſuch Suc- 
geſſor was not the Eldeſs Son, and Heir by Deſcent; 
by which Fallacy alone, he has diſparag d almoſt 
the whole hine of Kings, as well in Judab, as in H- 
ral; but 
to the Reader to judge from this one Remark, That 


5 
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his very firſt launching out. For even Rehoboam 
himſelf, the firſt of all thoſe in the Kingdom ot J- 
dah, has his Mother's Name recorded with him (and 
that too twice in one Chapter (a), which is more 
than we uſually meet with in the. reſt): and yet 
Mr. Whifton himſelf owns, that he © ſucceeded So- 
&« ſomon, as it were of Courſe ; that is, no one elſe 
e ſeems to have ſtood his Competitor, he probabl 
| © being the Eldeſt, if not the Only Son (b).” Whi 
| plainly demonſtrates the Abſurdity of that his own 
peculiar Obſervation ! And therefore I ſhall take 
| no further Notice of it. | 1 
As Solomon was ſucceeded by Rehoboam his Son 
| and Heir, ſo was Rehoboam ſucceeded by Abijab (or 
| Abijam) his Son and Heir (c). For, tho', tis true, we 
read, that Rehoboam had three Sons by his former 
Wies (4), and conſequently that he was not the 
Eldeſt at the time that his Father made him Gig: fo 
| be Ruler over his Brethren; and tho" his Fa 
thought alſo ro make him King (e), (which is indeed an 
Evidence of a partial Favour for him) during their 
| Lives; yet it does by no means follow, that A- 
| jah was not the Eldeſt Survivor at the time of his Fa- 
ther's Death, and his own Succeſſion to the Throne. 
On the contrary, it no where appears, that they, or” 
| any one of them was living at that time. For if there 
had been any Elder ſurviving, it is not to be doubt- 
ed but we ſhould have heard ſomething of his Pre- 
tenſion ; of which as there is not the leaſt Hint up- * 
on Record, we may ſafely conclude, that they were 
4! dead before their Father, and that Abijam was 
Bis Heir and Lawful Succeſſor, by due Courſe of Inhe- 
ritance. And the rather for that we have a Prece- 


| M dent 
N . Ein. xiv, 21, 31. 2 Chron. xi. 13. (3) Script. polit. 


P. 24. (e) 1 Kin. xi. 31 > Chro. ii. 16. (4) —x-. 19. 
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dent for it in the ſame Holy Writings ; wherein we 
find, that Adonijah had once had three Elder Brethren 
too (a), one of whom, for ought that appears to 
the contrary, might have ſurvived his Father ; and 
yet, becauſe there is no mention of him, or his 
Pretenſions, but Adonijah is the next who puts in his 
Claim to the Inheritance, tis therefore reaſonabl 

preſum'd by all Men, that all the Elder were dead 
tho” that is not recorded; and Adonij ab is univerſal- 
ly eſteem'd to have been the Eldeſt ſurviving Son 
of David, at that Demiſe of the Crown. Thus it 
is juſtly argued, that ſince we read, that Amnon 
was murder'd, and Abſalom ſlain in Battle, © we 
< may reaſonably preſume, that Daniel or Chileab, as 
< he is elſewhere called, died a Natural Death be- 
« fore his Father. For there appears no Reaſon, 
* why Adonijah ſhould ſpeak as he does, (1 Kings ii. 
<< $5-) but his Priority of Birth, or, in the Modern 
nguage, his Hereditary Right, as Eldeſt Branch 
ce of the Royal Family (b).” For as, in that Caſe, 
Adonijah aſſerted his own immediate Right, before 
the Mother of Solomon (as before is at large ſet 
forth), ſo, in this, Abijah afſerts his to the whole 
Inheritance, in as ſtrong Terms as is poſſible, even 
to the Face of him who had Uſurped the greateſt 
Part thereof, and before all his Army (which | 
ſhall have Occaſion .to mention hereafter, in the 
Caſe of Jeroboam, and to which I ſhall therefore re- 
fer my Reader from this Place). And beſides, 
there is not the leaſt Appearance of any other Pu- 
tender, claiming by any prior Right, but Abijah fur- 
ceeded 3 without any Oppoſition (as Mr. Mhiſton 
confeſſes (c), which is the very Argument that pre- 
vails with him to admit Rehoboam to have been the 
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Next Heir, becaule, ſays he, no one elſe ſeems to have 
freed his Competitor; Which, if it be a good Argument 
in one Caſe, is ſurely as good in another. Nay, fur- 
ther, there ſeems to be ſomething worth our No- 
tice, in the very Phraſe, which is objected. For it 
is not ſaid, That Rehoboam male, or reſolved to make, 
but it is hinted only, as an Indigeſted Thought of a 
raſh Prince, that he thought (or had ſome Thoughts, 
as we lay) to make him King: Nor does Abijab's 
ſucceeding to the Crown afterwards, prove, in the 
leaſt, that he obtain'd it only in Conſequence of 
that Thought, but, for ought that can be prov'd to 
the contrary, as his Right by Survivorſhip. Much 
leſs can we argue (as Mr. Whifton does) becauſe his 
Father made him Ruler among his Brethren, in his own 
Lifetime, that therefore he broke through the 
Right of Primogeniture (4); for I know no Law, that 


hinders a Sovereign Prince, from conſtituting his own 


. iftrates, e to Age or Fa- 
mily he may not indeed do fo, in appointing 
his Succeſſors in the Throne. wy 

But will it not put Abjjah's Yereditary Right out 


of all Diſpute, if we obſerve, in the Royal Pedigree 


recorded by St. Matthew, that our Bleſſed Saviour's 


Title to the Sceptre of the Fews, is derived through 
Abjjah, (as well as the reſt of that Royal Line, here- 
in ſet fo 


rth)? For if Chrift's being the Meſſiah, de- 
pends upon his being the Sn of David and King of 
the Jews, (as without Queſtion it does) then how 
can we make a Doubt of the Right of Abijah (or any 
of the reſt in that Pedigree) without raiſing a ſtrong 


Objection againſt that of our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf 


alſo? | | 
Abijam being thus proved 4 Lawful Ning, paſs 


we on to Aſa, his Sen and Heir, who ſucceeded 
M 2 


him 
| 2 9 1 


(s) Segpt. Polit. p. 36 
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him (4); and who was himſelf ſucceeded by Feho- 

ſophat his Son and Heir (h); and Jehoſophat by Jeho- 
ram his Son and Heir (whoſe Right of Succeſſion to 
the Kingdom is particularly recorded becauſe he 
was the Firſt-born (c); and Jehoram by Abaziab 
his Syn and Heir (d), without the leaſt Interruption. 
For, though we read, that he was then the Toungeſt 
Sen of Jehoram, yet. it follows, that he came not to 
the Crown, till the Band of Men that came with the 
Arabians to the Camp, had lain all the Eldeſt (e); 
Io that he was then the Eldeſt Surviving, and con- 
ſequenfly Heir at Laws Which is a manifeſt Judi- 
cation that the Ordinary Rule of Succeſſion was Here- 
4 according to Primogeniture. _ | 
_ Nevertheleſs here Mr. Whiſton gives it another 
Wreſt, in favour, of the Popular Scheme, though, 
one would think, nothing can be more expreſs to 
the contrary. . He ſays, © The Inhabitants of Jeru- 
e ſalem made Ahaziaah King, being deprived of 
«any other Choice among the Sons of Jehoram 
And proceeds to make this Obſeryation from it, 
Here we ſee, who they were, that uſually made 
< or recognized Kings in Judah; even the People 
© of the Land, or, in this particular Caſe, where 
there was no Choice in the Royal Family, the 
'** Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the Capital City alone ” 
(D. But, with Afr. Whiſton's good Leave, the 
giving us the Reaſon, of the Youngeſt Son's ſucceed- 
ing his Father (becauſe all the er were dead) 
| plainly intimates, that he could not have been 
. capable of it, if any of the Elder had been left 
alive: And, notwithſtanding what he infers' from 
the Inhqbitants of Jeruſalem making or er e 
1 | 0 K, 
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Kings, all that they did, or could do, was no more, 
than is done, in our own Hereditary Kingdom, upon 
every Demiſe of the Crown, where the Pri 
Counſellors, and the Magiſtrates of the City of London, 
together with ſuch others of the Nobility, Gentry, 
and Inhabitants, as are at Hand, make a Solemn 
Proclamation and Declaration of the Natural Right 
of the Next Yeir ; Not thereby making him King, 
but recognizing, that he had the Right Inherent ix 
him, by the Laws of God and Nature, and the Fun- 
damental Laws of the Lad; though our Scripture 
Politician does not diſtinguiſh, between Making and 
Recognizing of Kings! Nay, and that very Phraſe 
too, which Mr. Whiſfton takes his Objection fro 

the People's making him King, 1s honeſtly explained 
even by Grotius himſelt (who was far from being an 
Enemy to the juſt Rights of the People) : who 
interprets this Action of the People, to be no more 
than barely their placing him in the Throne 10 they 
did alſo afterwards in the Caſe of Joaſh his Son 
(a), which was his Right (viz. by Birth) whether 
the People bad given their Vote or Suffr 


age or not. His 
own Words are e In Solio locarunt — nan - 


* regmm jure ipſs debebatur, ſine ullis Populi Suf- 
4 ts 8 (b). | g 

\, Hitherto the Succeſſion had been Regular and 
uninterrupted, in the Kingdom of Judah. But no 
ſooner was Abaxiah dead, than his Mother Athaliah 
(the Daughter of the wicked Ahab, the Son of 
' Omri, King of Iſrael) Uſurped the Hereditary Throne, 
and endeavoured to make herſelf a Thozough Set- 
. flement, by deſtroying all the Seed Royal. except one 
who was hid from her (c). And now, what was 
wanting to make her a Lam ul Sovereign that * 


: (s) 2 Chre. xxii/, 20. (6) Grot. in 2 Chrew, xxii, 2, (c) 2 
vi. 1. 2 Chron, xx/j, 105 8 > 2: 
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be ' pleaded by any other Uſurper ? *Tis plain, 
mne wanted nothing but the Hereditary Right: For 
the had a full Poſſeſſion of ſix Years, the Pꝛo⸗ 
vidence (as they call it) of Succeſs, and the 
s Submiſſion, and no other Pzetender 
in view, to interrupt her: And yet as © God loves 
44 to ſhew himſelf, and in an eminent manner to 
ce take part with Right and Juſtice againſt thoſe 
4 mighty Oppreſſors of the Earth, who, like an 
* overflowing Flood, would bear down all before 
< them (a), ſo, in this Caſe, when ſhe leaft 
dreamed of it, Foaſh, the Right Yeir by Birth (who. 
had been miraculouſly preſerved indeed by Provi- 
dence) was unexpettedly produced, and reſtozed, and 
theſUlſurper juſtly deftroyed; And then (notwithſtand- 
ing their forced Submiſſion to her during her Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Power) all the People of the Land re- 
Joiced, and the on mas quiet, after that they had Slain 
Athaliah (the Uſurper) with the Sword (b)! 
Here we have a clear Light, whereby to diſtin- 
-guiſh the publick Good, from all ſpecious Pretences. 
For we cannot doubt, but this Uſurper would (as 
all others uſually do) blind the People's Eyes, with 
plauſible Profeſſions, and Declarations, how much 
the publick Good would be advanced by her fill; 
#he- Throne, and particularly, how much it . 


be better for them to have a Perſon of Age and 


Experience, than a Child ro be their Prince, and 4 


Babe #0 rule over them (c) : And yet we find, that 


the publick Good and Tranquillity was not truly 
obtained in this Caſe, till the Nert-Natural-bozn 
Peir, tho' a tender Infant, was reſtored to his Right, 
even at the Expence of the Uſurper's Life, 2 
of her Adberents. | | 


And 
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And further, it is well worthy of Obſervation; 
that, notwitſtanding Mr. Wh:fton aftetts to call every 
Thing a King or Queen (4) which, right or wrong, 
ean get a Crown upon its Head: Yet the Holy Ghoſt 
(by whoſe Inſpiration theſe ſacred Books were 
written) never once gives —— _ Title of 
n, though ſhe was in Poſſeſſion, but appropri- 
— the Nor Titles to © Righttul King, tho' 
dut of Poſſeſſion ; calling Joaſh King no leſs than 
five ſeveral times, even before his Reftoration (where- 
by *tis manifeſt, the Holy Ghoſt grounded his 
Title upon his Pzorimity of Blood only). And 
yet, when the Uſurper ſaw the King ſtanding in 
_ place in COT ſhe — — the Aſ- 
ſurance to pervert the Meaning of Wor in 
out Treafon N 0 (or, as it 18 1 — 85 
int, A Plot ot!) though in Truth, ſhe 
her for 2 greateſt Traytor. 8 " 
For, it is truly obſerved, oy a Divine before 
quoted, that “ after God had once ſettled the 
e Succeffion of the Crown of Iſrael, in King Da- 
* vid's Family, and particularly on King Solomon's 
* Hue by Primogeniture, it was High Treaſon for 
« any to put by the Lawful Heir and Succeſ- 
4 ſor, although the ſaid Heir was an Idolater, and 
never ſo bad, as to either Faith or Manneys (b). 
For the better Proof whereof, he quotes that In- 
terrogation of Elihu to Job; Shall even he that ha- 
- teth Right ov n? &c. Where the Point of Interro- 
© gation is altogether Affirmative, and implies, that 
be that hateth Right, ſhall and ought, however, to 
govern, when he has a Lawful Title ſo to do; and may | 
not be excluded or depoſed under that Pretence | 
of his want of Grace. Nay, and 'tis declared even 
| by the Kirk of Scotland, and their Friends in Ex- 
| land 
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land in their Confeſſion of Faith, That no Difference 
in Religion, or even Infidelity, does — 
the Right of the King (a). | | 
Nor is it les remarkable, that, when Command 
was given to kill the — 22 and her - Adherents, 
none were ſlain with with her, but only Martan, 
the Prieſt of Baa! (b). From whence we may 
Judge of the conſtant and inſeparable Correfpon- 
dence there is between Uſurpation ' and -Falſe 
(or Immozal Wozfhip 3 whereas no ſooner was the 
Right Þeir Reſfozed, but the True Religion was 
alſo Reſtored, and prorected by him. 
Before I leave this Caſe, it might be proper to 
take particular Notice of the Conduct of Fehoiada, 
the Higb-Prieſt: Becauſe from the part that he 
. bore, in the Depoſition of Athaliah, and the Reſto- 
ration of Joaſh, ſome 2 has been taken (by 
certain Weak, or, Factious Papiſts) to favour the 
Pope s having a Power to Depoſe Pzinces : But with 
how little Reaſon will eaſily appear. For it has 
been already ſhewn, That Arhaliah was not a 
Queen but a meer Uſarper; And therefore, to 
argue from her Caſe, to that of a Lawful Prince, is 
abſurd and ridiculous, Beſides, it is plain, that 
what Jehoida did, was not by virtue of any Eccle- 
ſraſtical Authority: For he was not only (in right 
of his Wife) * Prochein Amies (as the Lawyers 
call it) or next of Kin, to the Royal Infant but, by 
the Special Pzovidence of God (which is moſt con- 
ſpicuous in the Protection and Preſervation of Law: 
ful Pꝛintes) was alſo become the Guardian and Pro- 
teſtor of his. ſacred Perſon (c), Nor did he do any 
thing, till he had firſt ſtrengthened himſelf, by 
gaining to his Party ' ſuch of the Captains, of the 
A © Levires, 


(a) Cop, 23. (6) 2 Kin, nl, 18, 2 Chr, i,. 17, 2 Kin, 3 
Chro, w. 11 9 7 * 
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Levites, and the Fathefs of Iſrael (Sue he thought 
fit, for his Aſſiſtance. Neither did he any more,” 
than what every p2ivate Subject Iawfullp might and 
ought ta do : And for this he prodiitedn very good" 
Warrant from the Word of G, e (ſas he) 
che King's Son ſhall. reign, as a Ldd hath'ſald: 
of the Sons of David (I, 'whieb is admitted 0 
have been a Divine Entail (c). From which alone: 
(if we had nothing elſe to the ſame] e) we 
may perceive that it was the want of this Divave 
Hereditary Right which, made. Arhaliab an Lſunpe 3 
and not that᷑ of the Choict F the Prple, (as Aar. 
Whiſton inſinuates) (4). Nor indeed can we reaſonts * 
bly ſuppoſe, that ſhe had not the - Choice ef 
the People (or at leuſt ſome thing that often paſſes 
for their Cynſam) ſince the was able to maintain 
herſelf in the Throne ſo many Vears, and the 
King had: no Sanſtuary left but the tp 
the Lend: However, as that was a Place of the” 
greateſt; Security to the L Yicegerent, ſo the 
High Prieſt was the only Perſon qua lied to have 
the Care of him there; and conſequentlyothe on- 
ly one Ha could: Reſtore Him to his Longing Suljeths. 
In ſhort, ſo far is this Caſe from. ſerving the 
Turn, or making good his Precenſions, that (as ſome 
Maderate Tapiſts themſelves confeſs) © it 
„nothing, but that it is Lawful or: a- Srare or 
© Conmiep-Wealth to Depoſt an Ulutper aun Res 
ſtoze the true Petr to his Right ; and not chat he 
„had any Authority to Depoſe any Lerſul Prince, 
< were he otherwiſe never ſo exorbitant in Life, Manners 
< and Belief, en ernel in his Gem ((.. 
"ln. 3 8 79. 
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'By:cthis Reffozation of Jh was the! Hereditary 
„turn d again into. 2 right Cour ſe. Ava 
tho! it w Gon after: Hitet rupted by 4 new Con- 
Hiram of ſome of his *Robeloui SubjeFbs, who ſucceſ- 
ſively-ltew him (% and his'S0h Aniatinh (b): Vet, 
in neither Caſs, th che 'Father was ſlain, were even 
theſe Reis: and Poriide, hardy enough to Jultify 
that Regitide, much leſs to attempt the Extluſion 
of the Night Peir from his Inheritance; put, as 
Jaſb was regularly ſueceeded by AndtfdalPis Son 
and ie, io was Amatiah by Uri (or Aria) 
hia Son and fir, and He by Jothion his Son and 
Hir (t. SS hrt 101 N | unten * 
Here again our np Srripturr Pelirseiam (who 
catches at every Oecaſion to diſpatage che Right 
of Hrarimity of Blood) triuthphs at the Expreſſion 
of the Prople's mating Aab la King, (4) Ge. Here 
Gays he) © it is very plain, that it was got any 
df afble Right of primapenitrre, but the" Unart- 
*. thous Choice Or Reregaion of the 'Prople that made 
* bim NM (ce). För Which, nevertheleſs, he 
has nd2other- Warrant, but the vulgar' Phraſe in 
tie Franſiation: And tat is not toe under- 
of the | People's giving u Right of Coptrvintur to 
the lg; bir only chat they put Fm in actual 
Foſfſſion;of the Regal Po-wel; to wb] N | 
hy Nybr of Primogeniturs (as 1 have obſst ve above) 
and their Homag aud ne 66 * dac- 
-. corduupglyo!: N 8 0 e 59977 2017 379! 

5 Before i proceed, I fuſt ftop to conſider the 


daf, rhe Argamient,” who Would malte Or- 
Ziabh's Caſe x Precedent for 8 or Peoples 
Depoſing Pzinees. \2F1s true, he was a Lamſul 
äNU]“U— — —' — ä——— — — — — — _ Ring; 
3 7 WMI At £4 ae s e.! z ne £ * 
Lin . 20. /. 19. (6) 2 Chro. 4. — 
*WA7 (Won Rin Lnt# ot 4 


. at.. . . 
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&i. 1. f r) Scvipt, Polit. P. 41. 
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| ide Regal datein, Ke, ht. 
n; and che Record ſays, when he went ine the 
. Temple of the Lord to Intenſe — the Priefts with< 
Lead him (4); But if we confider, that Tati s 
Invading and Jntruding hienſelf into the.: High- 
Prieft's. Office, was Death by the Law of Gad(b), ſurely 
ve * find Reaſon to think, Wat the Behaviour 
the. Priefks was very Dutiful, to Expoſtulate 
with him (as they did) concerning his great Of- 
fence, in order only to prevent their Savereign from 
committing a deadly Sin : For they did not pre- 
ſume to offer him any Violence, but lef him to 
the Chaſtiſement of Ged A/mighty (whom they knew 
to be, as we alſo do every Day acknowledge him, 
the only Ruler of Pzinces); who thereuigon'\puni 
ſhed his Preſumption with the Plague of \ 
Then indeed, we read that they thruft bim onr But 
we are told, at the ſame time, that Himſetf ha- 
ſled alſo to go out becauſe che Lord had Smitre him, 
which plainly ſhews, that there was, even then, 
no Violence offer d him. Neither was he ever De- 
poſed from his Sovereignty (as ſore. would ininu- 
ate): But, being a Leper unte the Day of bis Death, 
he was thereby incapable of any Buſineſs, and obli- 
ged to dwell alone (e); and therefore, Jorbam nls 
Son was over the King s Houſe, judging the People of the 
Land (d), not as King, but as ing's Vicegerept 
only, during his Father's Life. And this, by the 
way, affords us a very good Remark, what is to 
be done, in caſe of a King's being 4 Law, an 
ſdiot, or under any other perſonal ' Yncapacity to 
anſwer the Ends of Gevernment, viz.. that the Next in 
Blood that is Capable, ought to govern, tho! not 
in his own Name, but in the Name ot the King, 
and by his Authority, as Jetham did, during his 
— Fukher's 
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Father's Leproſy + For was after Uzzih's' Death, 
and+uot- before, that Jotham, his 590, rei . * 
his Stra (a) :\ And he was ſuceceded b | 
Son and Heir; and he; by Hereliab His Son I 
Heir; and be, by Manaſe his Son and Heir ; and 
he, by nen his Son and 2 (b); againſt: whoſe 
reſpoltive Hereditary Right, even Myr+Whifton him- 
ſe make no Sbſedben, except that extraor- 
dinary one, concerning their Moths Name (c) 
(before ſafficiently expoſed); under colour where- 
of alone, he has ventured to diſparage all or moſt 
of them, contrary” to Sripture; Reaſon, and (for 
ought _— ace. But in the Caſe 
7 own, he wb a ver rtinent 
* aſl Obſervation. For 20 X 56 will 
© here» deſerve our Attention, that during the 
time of Manaſſeh's Captivity at - Babylon, the 


Nation did not (vote the Throne Uacant- and) 


©. ſet up æurher K ag: But owned him for their 
4 * ll the while, notwithſtanding ſuch his 
Are and Impriſomnent; and when he was 

« * briu ght again to Jeruſalem, .he thereby was brought 
Pei» 155 (that 1 Reſlored) to his Kingvom alſo, 

; © without any new Difficulty ” (e). To which 
9 | ſhall take leave to add another to the ſame pur- 
«pole: And that is, That after Nebuc hadnex xur s ha- 
ving been. in a State of Mane ſs (or, as it is called 
in che deripture, driten to dwell with the Beaſts of 
the Heid) for ſeven Veats; no ſooner did his Reaſon 
return to him, but his Lots and his Counlelloꝛs 
ſeught'.unto him, and he was "Eft abliſhed" in (that is 
2 12 bis ä cory the Line of Succef- 
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ſon having not been broke, nor the People dis 
charged from their Allegiance on that Account. 
And it is farther remarkable, that the Lord, in whoſe. 
Hand the Hearts of Kings are, and who turneth them | 
whitherſoever he will (4), was pleaſed to change both 


theſePrinces, from wicked and Cruel cones, to become 
truly Penitent. 


But I muſt alſo obſerve, that theſe two Cales do. 
flatly contradift-another Remark of our Scripture Po- 
litician, where, ſpeaking of the Duty of Subjects to 
their ' Lawſul Kings,” he accounts them bound to 
bear patiently the Hardſhips they tmdure, til it pleaſe 
God, by their Death or otherwiſe, to deliver them. 
q I, by Death or ANNE, (fays $ be): for we 
4 may obſerve, that ny OT thod of Fron 
&« dener which removes ſuch a Hram or er 
from the Government over us, does alſo dehver us. 
* from our Obligation to Obedience to him; there 
“ being in all the Bible, I think, no Obedience 
« ever required to any other Prince or Power, 
„than that which actually has Dominion over 
« Men” (b). Now I would ask Ar. Whiſton, whe-. 
ther he does not look upon Manaſſeb and Nabu 
chadnezzar to have been otherw;ſe removed Provi- 
dence ſrom the Government over their reſpective Sub- 
jetts, before they were finally removed by Death? 
And, if ſo, whether, duting ſuch ether R 
their Subjects were delivered ; Fo Heir, O 
Obedience to them? And whether upon ſuch procl 
Deliverance, any other Object of iance, was appli- 
ed unto, and placed in the Vacam 77 But fince. 
nothing of this can be pretended (hay himſelf 
has obſerved the contrary, as dose) al oy 
ceed to Amon the Son of Manaſſch, whom cer- , 
— of his Rebellious Servants 1 againſt and 
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or, by Proximity af Road, defeated : But 
the 1 . of 0 if the Land (well ſenſible hothof the Hei- 
nowtheſs. of that Trea/on and Regieide, and of their 
2210 le Ein tbem that had 
ed again 1 4s Aud * People of the 
ps male (or 5 — rb Joſiah his Sar 
Ga in his 2 (c). And 


being then but 2 
Wo, eg Gi affords us this uſeful Obſerva- 
even in thoſe Troubleſome Times, 
0 1 ab breaking through the Lew of God 
and IVatire, under any Pretence the Publick 
Good, 1 wih admitted the next Natural 
Pei (tho . hifant), and moreover the Son 
- of a'wicked and Idolatrous Father, to his Father's 
Hitredatary Throne, according to their Natural Al- 
Iegfance,” For which their Loyelry, they were ſuf: 
ficiently rewarded, by God Almighty, who. made 
that Infant ſuch a Bleſſing to his peo ple, 
ante him was there no King before him, that turned t 
the Lord, with all his Heart, and with. all bis Soul, 
and 'with all bis Mig bt, according to all 3 jan 
an 


ſes, neither after bon 2% en, there — like 
his Reign was prolonged, for the ae 
27 L Thirty oy Gu. One 2 (d). * ao 
elery ir Loyalty and Allegiance 
85 7 Kal Good ; Kd they who renounce 
Natural Allegravce, under Colour of the Pab- 
de Gvod,, very often find themſelves diſappointed, 
aud inſtead hereof are the rer Coun- 
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him, aud mad? him King in bis Fb ea (a) 
| 4 Compariſon of holt . 4095 of 2 
. e 935 we ſhall bo Elakim to have 
the Elder Brother to Jeboabat, and e 
att the Right Heir to the Crown: But he 
ce ing injuriouſ refuſed, the 7 was ſet up; and 
r it. ſucceeded accord ngly (c). However this is 
the leſs ſtrange, if we cf er either the Natural 
pular Conventions (which 1 . 


Kr 


005 of Po Tan 
n in Jrreeularity, and end 1 
Condition 0 4 FI at that time. 


in Joſcabs Days) there 5 eat Wars Re of. 
Rot E . 9 wid 4 the . conſtant Foy 
5 and val Nei 5 of the Jews) 


in faſt Friendſhip with che Latter, he was of cour 
liable: to be evil-treated by the iner. And « 
this he was ſo ſenſible t no ſooner did _the 
Egyptian draw his Swor 4 againſt the than 
Joſiah made Head, againt lum; in which Quarrel 
be was ſlain (4). After whoſe Death (the 4 
6 80 fill rheic 40) they, fot the Publick, Soap 


15550 5, in thoſe Circumſtance it might ap- 
5 to chem) ventliting to Hl abe all —— 
ty, and He 


me. as in A Caſe of Neteſfity 
Sb or gee of their 
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Elder Elder. But, al ! ſuch Mok Ryo Cungr-a eferies, 
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13 the Uſurper, and Reſtored. the Right Heir to 
Father” Throne. Where it is obſervable, That, 
as often, as the People went about to ſecure them- 
auer ſubtle Devices and Contrivances of their 
in Breach of the Laws of Ged and Nature, © fo 
Lflen they were foiled and baſfled, and overcome 
4 by their Enemies: But when the wy put their Truſt 
4 5x Ged, and conimitted themſ elves to his Pro: 
as teftion, he feſerv'd and Alive d them from 
4 che greateſt Pengets ., Thus here we re 
That Pharaoh Nechoh made Ekakim, the Son 0 
"King, i in the room of Joſiah his Father 6 J w 105 
15 the more remarkable (in Favour of the Primoge- 
ture) becauſe, tho” Jehoahaz had been ſometime 
1 Poſſeſſion of the Throne, yet, neither is there the 
Jeaff Record of any of his Ai not even ſo much 
Ache bare mention of him as King; but his pft, 
5 Reign ſtands as it were, in a Parentheſis, and 
His Elder Brother, the King de Fure, is recorded 
King. immediately from het: Father's Death. 
hus was the redikary . Succeſſion re ilarly 
BP 3 in the Kingdom of Judab, according to 
che Divine Right of Pꝛimogenttute: till Nebuchad- 
Ferrer, coming up, put the Kingdom under a Tr; 
Fare, and 8 e carried all together 
into Captiviry'to. Babylon (e). 
fis true indeed, it pleaſed ( God, to reſtore thelb 
two Loyal Tribes to their own Country again; but 
= as they wete even then under a Fin of Fat 
tg to the Neighbouring Nr and therefore 
capable of . the, Rights of a Free and 
Independant” Goverument, I ſhall take no further 


Notice of them.” 
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Nor will it ſeem ſtrange, that the Sucgefion 
the Kingdom of Iſrael was * as regular tog, as that 
bf Judah, to ny, who will but oblerve the Founda- 
tion of that Government. 

'Tis true, there is x Color Gf a Divine Rig bt in 
the Eſtabliſhment thereof. For we read, hat} 
when the Lord was angry with Solomon, he aid unt ns 
him, I will ſurely rend the Kin dom from ther, nd 
give ee a: And in, to 7 Tai him- 
lelf, by the Mouth of the Pr het ths , e 
TI rend the Nneilom out 5 g e of Solom 
and will give Ten Tribes to the and] will take Moe! 
and thou ſhalt teigh actor ding to all that thy Soul teftrerh, 
and ſhalt be King v Vſrael (5: Vet, nevertheleſs, 
it is to be obſery' q, that all this zs n6 more than a 
Prepheticdl Derlaration of what \God would Suffer to 
befal the Houſe of Solomgit for their Sins. For we 
find no Arointing; nor any other Evidence ot Token 
of a Dibim Commiſſion ever given to to geren, as had 
been given before to Su, and David: But che People 
ſet aul called him out bf Egypt; gt un ny Gow bad 
got ſuch a popular Man at 2 Head, they Ha 
Inſolence to offer Terms: of a Conditiondl e 4 
their Natural Sovereign, or to make a Claim of K 
as one preſumes to 5 fl it (H. And here in * 
ſro thi Hand of God, That he cauſed Rebohodn, to 
prefer the pernicions Advice of his Toing. Mev, to 
the ſage Counſel ot his Father's grave Counſellors z 
For (thus fat) the Cauſe was from the Lord (4), who, 
infatuatifig Rehoboam, made him contribute to his 
own Chaſtifittent, And beſides, that Promiſe of the 
Lord (if ſuch it may be efteemed) to Jerbboam, was 
but Conditional----if thou wilt hearken unto all that 1 
me thee, and wilt _ in my Ways (e), Ge. 
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RL he w Nhat furtheſt from perform. 
His a? Fe t he could found no Divine 
e „ Whatever they 
I > Neth - is 15 enough to 50 him a Title to 
what he could get, or to excuſe him from the Guilt 
of Treaſon, that he was the Executor af God's Decrees 
again is Lanful |Severeign. , For, if ſo, Abſalom 
had as fiir a Pretence 40 * according to Divin: 
Predittin; where Gad very ſame Phraſe, 
ſay ing fo... David 4 TE raiſe u - fr 6 againſt thee, 
out of thine. os He * * A will take thy Wives be. 
re thine Eyes and them unte thy Neighbour, and 
fall ſie with t Ty wes in the . of. She Sun (a) 
And no. leſs plauſible, was that. D who is 
recorded. ro. have deftroyed All. the, Houſe, of-| Baadha, 
cording to the Word of * Lord, which he {bake againſ 
. by 9 * the. P "os (b). Such, alſo was the 
Shallum's 8 Tins T according 
to 7 258 the Lord to. And yet. he muſt - have 
i e Aſſu 100, Who all pretend from 
pe that either {alam Zimri or. Shallum, had 
any Dine Right ta do as; 122 did, or that they 
were any other than $urdy Rebe! 32 
* T7 38 very well, worthy of aur Remark; in 
nden, to the Publick Good of ſuch. Revelurion, 
T at God mighty, in 97 — Fs 
commonly. makes uſe of yrants, and 
moſt e Wine 19255 5 Fi rele of bis 
Wrerh, that by meaus of. their Crueley, and want 
of. Ciemencp, His People might the ſooner be 
reduced. to a due Seule -of: Religion and Loyalty; 
which. ate inſepatable . Companioas. Thus he 
ſuffered certain of. the worſt of the Heathen Na- 
ew to remain amang Ris People, in the Land 1 
Promiſe 
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the Regal Sictoſſim, Ke. 99 
Promiſe, as Thorns in. their Sides, that through 
them he micht prove his People Iſraet Ca): Thus 
David, for his Sins, was piinifhed by His moſt Un- 
dutiſul, Unnatural, and Rebellions Son (b): Thus the I- 
dolatrous Houſe of Ahab was d and rooted 
out by Jah an Idolater, #nd Hel, 4 Monſter of 
Men ; both of them expreſl raiſed for 
purpoſe (c): And the Suis'of Solomon Here wer 
puniſned by Jer | whoſe peculiar Chatalte 
ſtick it is, that himſelf did Sin, and made Iſrael 
to Sin (d). r of Ka 

Such, and rione other, was the Foundation of 
his Government. For Jeroboam himfelf, though 
he was indeed the Inſtrument of God's * age a- 
gainſt the Houſe of Sblomon, for their aur and 
other Sins (e), yet, becauſe he and his Party did 
not regard the M of the Lord in their Revolt but 
their 'own mutinous Will and Humour : therefore 
are they Condemned by the Lord, for having ſer up 
Kings, but not by him, Princes atid he knetd if nor () zo that 
the Voice of the People was not the Voice of H And 
ſo is that Nevolution called a Rebeffiorr, and 
conſequently is not to be drawn into Pretedent. 

Neither is it ſtrange, that he ſhould break 
through the Laws of Sarceſſion, who, in the tram- 
ing of his New-Government, forſook the very Fun- 
damental Laws of Religion, and fell away from 
the Lord, to the Worſhip of Hels For, after he 
had rent the Xingdom from the Houſe of Dievid, 
he found it Necefſary, for the better 
himſelf therein, to nike a Schilm in the 
too. And, for this he found a Precedent * 
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Altar, which Aon (through an inexcuſable Weak: 
nels) had, erected to his Alien Calf in the Wil- 
derneſs; Not conſidering, how much the Lord was 
provoked to Anger thereby, and what an Atonc- 
went (a] was made, before Auron, and his Adberents, 
could be cleared from the Adalady and . Contagion 
of that Schiſm. T [YG 29 1 12 q "Ti. 
.. Thus we ſee the Frailties aud Ipfirmitics of Good 
Men, are oftentimes ſopght our, to juſtify, or excuſe 
_ the Jnpickies. and Immoralities of Wicked Ones; 
though 'tis moſt certain, that Ten Thouſand Pre- 
'cedents are not Sufficient, to legitimate one Act which 
is either Unlawful in it ſelf, or expreſly prohibi- 
ted by. the Law of God. Accordingly ; Jeroboam, 
know ing, that true Religion is no Friend to an Un- 
Juſt Tis PRs two Caltes for the People to Wor- 
Hip; laying. Zebold thy Gods O Iſrael, whish brought 
thee up out of the Land of, Egypt (). And for this 
as well as Fase, which would ariſe to the People, by 
a Toleratjon or Indulgence in reſpect of the Uni- 
kom Woyſhip- eſtabliſhed in the Temple of the 
Lord: I. is fe much for you (laid he) to go up t 
Jeruſalem -— ! Whereas, in truth, his onſy Aim 
was his own, Pzivate Intereſt. For (whatever he 
declared with his Lips) he ſaid. in his Heart, nm 
ſhall the Kingdom return to the Houſe of David: 1 
theſe People go up to Sacrifice in the Houſe of the Lor 
«_ Jeruſalem, then. ſpall the | Heart of this People tum 
' ag4in unto their Tord, even unto Rehoboam, King 
4 Judah, and they ſball kill me, and go again to Re- 
am,. King of Judah, (c). So conlcipus was 
Jeroboam himſelf of his Uſurpation, that he could 
not but, in his own Heart, confeſs the Right of _ 
F — — 2 | «audio. em we am 


(s) Exod, ri. Deut. ix. Ti * (5). 4 Kis. xii. 28. (s) 
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the Regal Sigegſſim, & 1 

bop (that he was their Lord ſtill, notwithſtand- | 
ing himſelf was in Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of 
Tſracl, with the full. Conſent of the People there» 
of) and the Capital Puniſhment” which himſelfde. 
ſerved and night juſtly expect (to, be killen) for 
his Rebellion and Uſurpation ; A plain Evidence 
this, that Zehoboam had not loſt his' Title to the 
Ten Tribes by that Revolution; and, that 
and the Prople's Conſent and Recognition is no 
Sufficient Title to a Throne, in ſuch Hereditary Coun- 
trys, eſpecially (as Ar. Whiſtos Suggeſts) in Rev 
ro  Primogenitare WI... 19 Nee 
He knew he had no Reaſon to truſt in God, to e- 
ſtabliſh him, in what (tis plain) he was only 
mitted to poſſeſs. And therefore, he contrived to 
make New Gods ! and a New Worſbip ! which ſhould 
fave the People the Trouble of going up to ſerve Gas 
(according to his own Command) at Jeruſalem, 
conſecrated. Ptieſts, ſuitable thereto, 7 the Lom 
of the Peop'e (b), (As moſt fit to ſerve his Turn); wel 
knowing, that, to keep his People in Forgerfulneſs 
and Jpyorance of the True Cod, was the moſt like. 
ly way to keep them from recovering a Senſe of 
1 Natural. Allegiance to their Lawful King ! 
which verifies the Obſervation of a Learned Deus | 


that © whatever the Pretences axe; how fair aj 
< popular ſoever, in the Oppoſition Men make to 
Authority, Ambition. and private: Diſconcents, are 
© the true Beginners of them; But theſe” muſt 
| e covered over with the deepeſt Diſſimulation, wit. 
| * moſt vehement Proteſt ations to the coutrary -; 
| e nothing muſt be talked of, but a_mighty Zeal 
| E for Religion and the Publick Jnteref. — But if 
7 F Fair Pretences, and Glorious Titles will ſerve. to 
| cheat the People into their own Miſeries, and 
the 


—— * . — 2 py © - De o — —— 


* 
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| | | „ ee fay - 
| (a) Script. Pol. f. 2. (b) 1 Kin, ali. 13, | 
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<4 the fad Effects of Rebelion, they ſhall never want 
s thoſe who. will tene them for the fake of 
Liberty, wndo e for the Pablick Good, and 4. 
them with deſigns of Reformation. For 
oc nothing is mote” popular than Rebellion in the 
* beginning, nothing leſs in the Iſſue of it. And 
& the only true Reaſon that it is ever ſo, is from 
the wart of Wiſdom and Judgment in the Ge- 
Ns __ of Mankind, who ſeldom ſee to the 
* End of Things, and E diſtinguiſh between 
the Names and Nature of them, till their own 
< dear-bought Experience hath taught them the 
* Difference FT 9. 
Thus the Tex Rebelious Tribes, breaking off from 
ga up à Falſe Altar of their own, again 
True One of Judah, were guilty of the dreadful 
Sin of Schifm, gh they were the much greater 
Wader And therefore, 0 joined with them, 
but Follow a Pultitude to do Evi contrary 
to Gs expreſs Command (b); whereby we are 
taught, thar it is not the Number of the Advnc ares, 
but thie . Truth of the Cauſe, that is, to be 


isch the Priefts of the Lord, and the Levites and 
| others as feared God, were truly ſenſible of; 

pears. by their Leading their Poſſefſions , 
| Withvrawi from the Communion of the Schif- 
Taricks, and Reconrfling "themfetves' to the True 
Thurth and their Lawful King. For che Prieſts, 
und the Levites, that were in all Iſtarl reſorted ro him 
(King Retioboam) out of all their Coaſts — , Ang, 
Her them, out of all the Tribes of Iſtael, ſuch as ſct 
efr Parts to ſerk the Lo2d Cod of Iſrae |, came to 
Jeruſalem, 3 Yo Saryifice unto the Lord God of their Fa- 


thers 


Ee - 
ws > < 
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(s Stilling. Serm. 20 January 1668. P. 14. (s) Exad. xxiii, 
. ts) 2 Chre, 11. 13. 
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thers . And this was the Reaſon, becauſe rab, 
and his Sans, had, by pretended Saree Aﬀts, Dep2iv- 
rd chem, and caſt them off from Executing the.Prielk's 
Office unto the Lord, had Omained him Prieſts 
fer the High Places, and ſor the Devils, and for The | 
Calves which he = Sip (; which ter 
Commencement of the Schilm... - 
And in this miſerable State of Rebellion 
Schiſm (together with the Natural .Conſeque.. 
thereof, Idolatyy and other Immozality in Worſhip), 
the Ten Tribes continued, till they were — 
neteen 


and led into Amongſt all 
wy 5, not fic” 61 who feared Gad, but; this 


e Character o chem all, that they Sinned, any 
made Iſrael to Sin; Neither was there 8 Fe 
lar Succeſſion or 2 an 
making Parties among the 1 2 OO 
pulled down: another, and by the 1 Force (ouly) 
Reigned in his ſtead. | 

In this Apoſtacy of the Tex Tribes, i it is obſeryay 
ble, That a Prophet of the Lord was expreſly ſent to 
Bethel, to cry againſt the Alter which Jeraboam 
had Schiſmaticaly ſet up, in Oppoſition to the Ale 
tar of the Lord at Jeruſalem : And though he was 
much importu to refreſh | himſelf there, he 
utterly refuſed it, ſaying, I chow wilt giue me balf 
thine Houſe, I will not go in with thee, neither will # 
tat Bread, or dzink Matet in cis Place ;, for” fans 
ws charged me by the Wozd of the Lozd (H. 

Afterwards, though the Lord did not think kt, 
to ſuffer .Rehoboam-to reduce Iſrael to his Obedience, 
yet he gave them into the Hands of A his ow. 
who, with an Army of Four Hundred: Thouſand' (in 
a moit Exemplary. manner) -, defeated Jerobaam s 

Army of Eight Hundred Thouſand, killing Five 3 


5 


* I 1 0 1 0 % 
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Pen, the Chilvren of Belial 
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4 Thouſand of them on the” Spot (a). Which 
was the moſt compleat, and remarkable Victory 
that we read of in the whole Bible, and ſomething 
more than 4 bate Delzverance (H) (as Mr. Whiſtor 
uſſects to call it): För it was a moſt wonderful Pro: 


Kl PL in favour of Yeredifary Right. as againft 

— Popular Election. And this, Mr. Wh:i- 
Fele — but Wr bade clearly diſtinguiſhed, if he 
e it Impartially (as he pretends)" For 
ext is not, hat God delivered” Judah our of the 
Hund of Iſrael, but God delivered Iſrael into the 
and ok judah. Neither did the Ulutper die with- 
but ſome remarkable judgment from God; for 


_ the Text ſays, the Lönd Strook hint (e). 


Hete I muſt beg my Reader's Patience whilſt ! 
give him an Abſtruct of this Chapter, which con- 
tains ſo Slemn an Appeal to, and / er Interpoſition 
and Appeatance of the 'd him 
the Right Heir of the Houſe of David. 

When the Battle was ſet in Array, Abij ah ſtood 
up, and. addreſſing himfelf to the Ulurper * 
ban, and ind all his Army, ſaid, aa gebe 
not to know, That the Lov God of 'Iſrae 
the Ringbom over Iſrael; to David for ever, gb 
to” him and to his Sons by a Covchant of Salt. Yet 
Jeroboam . 'riſtn ip, and hath Rtbelley a- 
gainſt his Loꝛd! And 11 4s hathered unto him Uain 

and 2 ſtrengthened 
themſelves againſt Rehoboam, the Son 75 Soſomon, 
when Rehoboam was Toung and Nender-hearted, and 
could not withſt und them ! And now ye think to withſtand 
the Kingdon of the Loꝛd in the Hand of the Sons of 
Davey”? nd "” ad a greet n and there art 


with 
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6% 4 che. ali. 17 ; (6) Seript. Pol. p, 36 (4) 3 


vidence (if he will allow that Providence ever appears on 


elt, in favour of 


SSS Suns >. » e 
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* N Sutceſiaty &c. 
hoy ph made 
R ＋ 7 Pay 4 . 


4 phat 28 ET 
b ron —— fen we keep | 7 
eur; God, but 18 have forſaken um An baholdy> 
God himſelf cy ay "fer, ow Gpfrin nnd; tis Rriehts : 
with Sounding , Trumpets, ty cry] alarm. againſt, yaa! {) - 
Children of Ackael, fight e got againſt: the A ud. 
of Jour 2 for t chall not p2oſper! 

In which 8 "tis obſexvahle, chat e 
inſiſts poſitively, That che Lend had given he 
Kine dom of Iſrael to David and: to his Heir for cut, 

in due Courſs,of, Eurteſſion; and that ſuch his Mi- 
vine Pereditary Right thereto, was by a Covenant 
(or Ordinante, or Inſtitution) never to br. alter- 
ed, that is to ay, Indektaſchle: He Charges Jero-:: 
beam with KRebellon Againſt his Lond. and withfand-! 
ing the Kingdom of the Lo2d in the Haud of the, Soni? 
of David; and an nary: them, that in 8 

againſt , him, they faugbt again the 1 05 

and Ee ſhould. not proſper. All which wou 
have been very Im coper a Impertinent for bim 
to have mentioned; eſpecially in ſo ſolemm and 
Puhlick can Abel (and Je or. has\ Party,; 
might eaſily have objected it him, as ſuch) * 
he dad not been the Rigbt Peit of the-Pouſe.cof 
David, as 1-hayei proved him to have been. 
-4 might likewiſe have obſerygd, how he upbraids 
the Uſurptr with Caſting ont.the Piieſts of the od 
under Pretepte, of his Lay-Depzivations, and An- 
truding others into their Offices by State-Acts, 
and Impoſing a Sew, State-Retigion upon the 
Prititude; "Ke But I ſhall waive the further Confi- 


l cheſe . ＋ preſent, 1 
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However this Speech of his had uo Effet upon 
the Audience. 
God, but in His engen and Policy, s Uſut- 
pers aſually do) | enuſed an” fo come 
W ee Chew inn. Ard whos looked back, 
bdhibid the Battle was before SU Behind. and they 
city ante the Lo, | id God [mote jeroboam 
_avdvalf lirael, before Abijab ard Judah, d Go 
delivered them inte theit * m—— gether did 


e 
robdam rerover „ in the rf Abilak. 
Ai ie Lozd from fin and he ba” 

After the Denth of 


his Son Nadab 
. was ſcarce warm in the Throne, when Beaſhe flew 
him und reighed in his ſtead; deſtroying the 
whole Houſe: of (a): 
He dyi 
ſelf had ſerved Mulab (b). 
Ani Having deftroyed the Houſe of Nabe, 
an Dm the Sovereign for ſeven Days, at 
Bxecutioner (e). 
Then were the P 
HF followed 


of Iſrael Jivided into two Parks: 
to make him King; and 
half ſolome Ori. Upon Which" Diviſion (as is 
on where the People take up them to chuſe 
tler King) there enſued d Civii ar-: But the Peo- 
ple hat money ON rouailed 1 ſo Tibai died, 


| and Omri rb; 

6 4 is Conhuet, 100 the People's Ele» 
tion, emed to 5 a tial Settlement - 
And was fi Kis Son Aab; and he 
His Son A by his Brother Jehoram (H. 
Wiege, s recorded (is a ſtrong 11 — 


(why. truſted not in 


ing left His Son Ela to be mel as hits 


being ee by Our Became 1 own: 


the Regal Succeſſes, $107 
of the Right of Proximity of Wlogy) wich thus 
Reaſon, becanſe fa had no Bon; and there- 
fore Jeboram was the ert of Bin, according. ta 
the Law of Inherſtances (); which is as much a8 t 
form us, that Jeboram could have had ze Righd 
to the Crown, if there had been any one Nearer of 
Kin to it than himſelf, But however, fo far 2 ; 


as they call it), or 
Forty Tears Poſleſfſon, 


that Pzovidential Right ey 


rom ſecuring the Kfabliſhment of the Houſe of 
Omri, that Jeby, by Expreſs Commiſſion from God, 
deſtroyed that whole Houſe and K indred (... 
In this Place, we read, in that yaſtly populous 
Kingdom of et (which, in Jeroboam's time, could 
afford an Army of Eight Hundred Thouſand Fighung 
Men at once) that the Church of God conſiſted. har 
of Seven Thouſand Souls, who had not complted 
with the p2rvailing Iniquity.of the Times, inclu- 
ing al the Knees which bad et bowed unte Baal, md 
every Mouth which had not kiſſed him (c). Such an In- 
finite Diſproportion was there hetwiat the MathMox 
and the Hchiſmaticks in thoſe Days! And when Fe- 
loram went down (with the Ring of Eu to Lie, 
the Prophet ſaid unto him; Whet have I to do with 


of | £ 
Prophets Mother — (meaning the Falſe P20- 
pbets, who HSchiſm, and coun- 
tenanced him in his Jbolatry) 3 declanng to him, 
Ai the Lord of Hoſts Iiveth, befare mhow I Ha 5 
were it not that 1 regard the Preſtnee F Jeb {ophar, 
the King of Judah, I would not lopk towary the, net 
ther. 80 much was the Reſpeck, Which the re- 
phet paid to a Lawful and Mathodor Prince, dif- 
_ 9 * his Behaviour to a Schiſmetick aud Mlug- 
Per (4) a 


es 


. (4) vent. i. 8. (6) 2-Kin 146; (U E 1 
(d) 2 Kim, iii, 13. re 


_— 


yoB8 The ſbort\HTSTORTof 

This Febor adi was Naiin't by cht, ho reigned in 
his Stead (4) And yet * Hi mlelf being an Ido⸗ 
later, mews, chit his Dominion Wis vot tounded 


in Gꝛace. Howe cer, he having fulfilled tlie exprt ; 
Senden of the” Lord, dis Family held the 
of the Sovereign Polooy above'One Hundred Vear; 
by che air Por cue Lond)" 0 the Fourth 'Ge- 
weYafio 1. 2 koi 
no Boner 6015 the preſcribedd Term 
but Shallum deſttoy d che Poſterity of Ich on 
40 having fury the Throne one Month, was 
_ deſtroyed by Menkbem his Sueceſſot (c). And Me: 
nam dying, his Son Pelahiah was deftroyed by 
eib (d): And he by Hoſea (e); Who continued 
the U ſurpation till they were all together led into 
Captivity by Shalmanetar; King of "Aria (F), and 
meer were heard of more as 4 Nm or 
People; all thoſe! chat we meet withal now in the 
1 being the kogerity of che Boye! Tribe of 
, rs by 
70 However, tho? the Sagen of Rae. was not i 
"regularly maintain d, as it was in Tubbs) by à conti- 
nud Chain of Her alliey Beſtem: Vet, ven: here too, 
w hOe Ver obtained'tfig Trows, and left it in Peace, 
Was lahm Y. ſucore dul by his 9 or other x Beit, 
Aceh to the Lem of Nature, Such was the 
uninterrußtal Suriſſton lof' Feroboan” md "Nadab (his 
«$68 )Q) of Baaſha/ and Ela (his Son) ; of Onri un 
«Ahab, Abaziah and Jehoram (his Som and two Gran 
Jens) +; of 'Jehu and Fehoubaz,, Jouſh, ToroVoanr and Zu- 
© thariah. . Son, Gr:aridſon; "Great 'Grandfon, and 
tear Great Grandſon); and of Moidhen: and Pi. 
Kaba This Son) ; as more fully appeafs in the fore- 
Boing Hiſtory. "Aa, of all the Redoliteſbls a 
IT * mont 


* 
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| mie nor with my Hon, nor with 1 


WW. SS 

the Rival Subceſſint,)&e. 189 
mong them, none are juſtified —_— that of Jah 
only: Nor that any other wiſe than for that he For 
an crp:eſs Warrant kom the Loxb, for What he di 

and was himfelf a King (4), before he made an 
Attempt upon his Aaſter. And, as for the reſt, 
tho” God Almighty doth oftentimes raiſe up (ot Ti; 
ther permit) ceftain Rebels to be his Inſtruments of 
Wrath, to * Irregular Princes (as it is his fole 
Prerogative to do, de not being bound to thoſe 
Laws which he preſcribeth to others): Yet, un- 
leſs they have an Expreſs Warrant from him, as Nein 
had, they are but t ſill. And therefore, it 
follows, (as an Aithor before quoted well obſerves) 


that © it is Treaſon for any Subjects, upon the 


a „ lpecſous Pzetence of Executing God's Decree and 

Vengeance, to raiſe War, 'make Sed/tion, to Depoſe 
and Kill their Lawfnl inte ()!)! 

- THUS have 1 gone through the whole Hiſto- 
ry of the Kings of Judah and Iſratl, with due Care 
and Impartiality: And now (though Fam wil o- 
bliged to it by my preſent Undertaki — Kal 
juſt caſt my Eye abroad in the Worl : where- 
in, that the fame Regard was had to this Here- 
ditary Deſcent, by Pꝛoximity "of: Blood, even un 
verſaly among "the Nerion, alſo, we oP gather, from 
theſe few Evidences following. 65 

When Alunelech, King of Gerar, deſired . 
has to enter into Covenant with him, Swe rb 
me (ſays he) that thou wilt not deal falſely with 
Son's 2 on (. 
That the K Kingdom of Pharaoh in FOP, was Fe- 
reditary, we ſilid, where we read, the Lord 
mote all the Firſt born. from the Firſ-boin of 
* that ſat on the Throne, (d) &c. or (as it 


. SP 
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is in ſome Tranſlations) chat was to ſit on bis Throne + 
Apd | where it is ſaid, in the Perſon of Pha- 
reeb, Ia the Bon ot the Ancient Kings (=). To 
which we may add, what is well obſerved by our 
Judiciou Countryman, to put the Matter out of all 
Controverſy. * The Crown Royal (ſavs he) always 
* by Deſcent, and not by Eleftio ; Which 
* (belides Conſent af Authors) the Friptures allo 
9 75 For, whereas Joſeph bought I the Land 


Egypt for Pharaoh, if the Crown had paſſed 
by Elet#ion, then ſhould Pharaoh's Children here- 
21 either have Ne among the reſt 


« : 
cc 
tc 


Royal their Father 3 Land, tho not his. Hſtate (or 


#* Royal. Dignity), have been more mighty than 
Ihe King, as Landlordi of all Eee, and the King 


« lumſelf their Tum (b). Cnr ee 
When Nebaſ, the King of the Children of Am- 
max, died, Hauun hit Bon, Ar Stead (c). 
In the Anſwer, which the King of Tyre return'd 
\$olpmon's Meſſage, he tells him, he has ſent him 
Workmen of Ham his Father (d); which ſhews, 
that. he. was his Father's Heir in that Kingdom, 
_ When the King of gib ſacriſiced his Eldeſt 
Son, it is written, that he took, bis Eldeſt Son char 
would have reigned in his ſtead (e), or (as Joſephus 
ce, it) * ought in right to durcetd him in 

- | of TIT 1G 3 Ot. 193609 07 0 
By Ns inheriting his Faber (g), Nebu- 


„From which Hints (and ſeveral others in the 
Hal Sripeares),. we may conclude the General Ex- 
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chagnezger's Kingdoms, we may perceive it was the 
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the Regal Sirceſſom, &c. r 
tent of the Law of Nature amongſt all Nations x 


But as that may be more amply made appear from 
other Authors, this may ſuffice here. 


AS TO the Ceſars, (or Nomam Emperours) that i 
the Pightr Powers, to whom our Bleſſed Seviour 
and his Apoſtles, have taught us to ſubmit our ſel 
their particular Titles are not to be aſcertaine 
from the Holy Scriptures : But as it is very pro 
to know tr hurts for the Nai Ne” 
ſtanding the Nature and Extent of that Duty of 
Subjecion, the following Extract has been ma 
ot all due Brevity, from Authors of Undoubte 
Credit. mM _—_ 
But, to obviate all Objections, as if {according to 
the foregoing Hiſtory) in order to entitle thels E. 
man Emperors to the Obedience of their Subject, 
Conſcience ſake; 1 ought firft to prove every ohe 
them to have had a ſtrict Þ Right to thi 
Throne, I find it uy to premiſe, That, tho? 
« Conqueſt, it it ſelf, is but a falſe Gloſs, put ou 
t the worſt and blackeft of Crimes, Injuſtice, Rod 
4 bery, and Cruelty (2, and therefore can give 
no Prince any better Title to a Crown, than an | 
man has to any Purſe he can catch: Yet, , "tis a- 
greed, by all Caſu;fts, That Power, howſoever lin- 
lawfully obtained, may be Legitimated, and com- 
mence Artthozity, either, by Expreſs Revelition 
from God Almighty, as that of Sul, David, and &. 
lumen did; or by the utter Extinction and Failare 
all thoſe who have a prior Righr, like that of Ahe- 
wah, abovementi (Y, or elſe by the Sib 


* — 
1 
| — 


miſſion, and Diſclaimer of him to whom the Crown 
pln belongs: In any of which Caſes, i 
E 


* 
the Pollelloꝛ becomes duly Authorized, and 


Py * 
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entitled to the Alle giance of - 5 by what 


Means ſoever he poſſe#t o en becauſe 
He then requires no e Sk but. What is in 
— 2 own Power, an y are at Liberty to pay 


275 without doing .Wrong\ to any . Third Perſon; 
it is the great Objettion againſt Submiſſion to 
1 'de 777 10 long as chere are any others 


| oe 


Now, to ly this to the Caſe beſore-us. It is 
demed, but that upon our Saviour s appearing 

111 the Eleſh, che Sceptre was departed from Judah, and 
the Jews were become Subjetts to — Romans „ by 
ie Dedition or Submiſſion of Hyrcanus : But the 
ntroverſy is, whether the Emperours then reignin? 
whom the Saljectien was commanded, in the G0ſ- 
were Lawful Emperours ? Or whether the Subjeftion 
4 koz the Time in. 
ad to the Legality or II- 


fo due. to them as 1275 the 


without an 


ty. of their K | 
be being, the Queſtion, we a obſerve, That 


us was u the Throne when our (Saviour 
was born: and therefore we muſt enquire into his 
Title, as well as thoſe of Tiberius, Caligula, Clau- 
vius and Hero; axe all that come within the 
Compaſs N. this mtroverſy. And all theſe were 
Law Emperouxs,, as / in the following Extralt will 
be mage appear. 
1 0 (not to ind here upon, the Manor of ac qui 

i t, Which indeed-was by Reliſting and Natel 

Ung Againſt their Kings, as all other popular States 
a Common-wialths. began) the S{1pzeme Power 
$ veſted in the Senate of Rome, as, Repreſentatives 


7h the People: Aud that, without any, Claim or Pre 
ten 


tion 2 up by their Kings, or any 2 Cragin 
0 the contrary; ſo that they were then la 1 
of the — in the ame manner 


our Neighbours the Dutch, have been, ever ſince 


GIF Or" their Claim 9 


1 * &) 


„%% ͤ . __ £m » os 42> =. a. dts. ts 


over them. I ſay, the Supreme Power was thus ar- 
fuly in the Senate, without wy OI wh 
ULIUS CESAR, having-overcome P 


"mpey, made 
imſelf Abſolute Maſter of the Liberties of Rm! 
But the Senate and Pecple, who before had it intheir 
own. Hands, having immediately made him à 
Compliment thereof for his Life, that Act of theirs 
ve him a good Right and Aurbority to what he had 
before in his Power; ſo that he was undoubtedly 
their Lawful Sovereign from thencefor wards, with- 
out any Competition, 10 long as he hiv'd, and was o- 
bey d by them as ſuch. Nor was that all, For he 
was received with the greateſt Joy imaginable; = 
inveſted with ſuch Honours and Power, as they hae 


never before conferred on any. In ſhort, they m 
him all that war Great, and never thought they had 


m_ to beſtow upon him; till he, beginning to Ex- 
erci 


e the Power they had given him, was Aſſaſſina- 
ted, in the Senate Houſe, under Pretenee of the 
ubliek Good, and reſtoring the Liberty ok rhe, 
ubject ; and that too, by a Sett of Conſpioators, 
who were all under the greateſt Perſonal *Obit- 
gations to him. feu 9 L900) 
But © Publick Good, Reformation of Abuſes, and 
< Zeal for Religion, are ever pretended, and as con- 
« ſtantly invaded, in the Courſe' of ſuch Proceed- 
e ings, till at laſt, the Well-meaning, that for the 
* Sake of theſe were drawn in to aſſiſt, find them- 
ſelves. cheated out of them all (a) . Thus the 
People ſoon finding themſelves diſappointed of the 
Advantages which the Conſpirariys had flatter'd 
them withal, \ began to Mutiny, and burn their 
Houſes (a they. deſerv d); which gave Difanins 
= ace fair Opportunity to ingratiate nim- 
ſelf with the Snare and People, by purſuing the 
can Q .- Regicides 


6 — rr n——_ — — — 


y (s) Chandl. 30 Jan. 3717. f. N. inal e eee 
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the Regal Succeſſion, Sc. 11 


2 es ser, 


Wien Mae Ale 0 xr whichy aa his Victory 

1h mn apmeritors,. O wrougint upon the Senate, 
chat they beſought kim earneſtly, to take the En 
dirt upon bimtelk alone. Whereby all the Au- 
orig) got the; Senate and People being freely and vo- 
tarily, transferred and confirm'd th Augrſtus, by 
own Ac, the imperial Power thenceforwards 
n Legal Conſtitution, and was indeed 
5 ſettled and eſtabliſhed, in him; as is 
cn A, by Dc. Srillingſleet (a), as well as 
allo other Wy ers. Nay, and ſo forward were 
hey, in inveſting him with the Supreme. Power, that 
9s 10 lame. Learned Author (b] obſerves from 
tr they offer d to bind tals Allegiance to him 
12 which however he wiſeiy retuſed, for 
8 3.“ He conſidere — 2 that if they 
4 Bare their, free — — they would do what they 
Promised wir . and if they did vot, 
a Bir in the ozld. would not make 


as he confelledly a Lawful Soberet 
fn Moons be whoſe Bes Tofeph' and Mes 
. big wich Child): went up to Jeruſalem, to be 
e (c; and in whole Time our Bleſſed Saviour 

chap to rde in the Fleſh. 
8 e 4.15 Tiberius (whom he ha adop- 
ed, and made. his Partner in the Empire) was 
I? with the Power in his hand, and withour ay 
Sa, ( Preteaver appearing to put in a Claim 
him): 80 that Rome lutte in Servitium 
Ji 15 ales, Patres, Equites 5 *. The Romans, of all 
regs; crowded, to ſuem their 7 to Subject 
lust e him. And, after many earneſt Entrea- 
> anche. * leit ned Refuſa ls on che 
210 512! 33/4 other, 


— 


— 


(a) Unre ew Separ 6 { 
Luke . i. 4 Tacik. Aon 7 (0 wife. . 


* 
lm. A. — 
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other, hewwas at le agth, qu | Coaltus (a), as it — 
or forced, ib ome ſeemin 4 ' Refalt andy} 
tale the Government # bim , as' a Man * 
Burthen upon hs Shoulders; * obl ge the Pes %% 
Thus was this" — in the T one, n 
all the time of our Semi Preaching. 50, as 
he had all the Right that vas then required, accor- 
ding to the Conſtitution of hat Empire: So was that 
1 — 4 by Our Saviour ET — 
was the Ratutal⸗born King of the Jews (U 
whoſe Pedigree is derived 155 direct Linevf Berivith: 
ry Deſcent, from Abraham, by F. Marthew'(e), oy 
from Adum by &. Like (d): For, when th 
was put to . — . 1. 
Ceſar (i, he a noronly 0 ec fr 1 8 
Ceſar, as a bene — c to make t 
more N 1 Al 5 
the ſame for himſelf; And 2 the pes 
Rave taken him by force to — 1 4 TE - 3 
0 


rted into 4 Mont ain ey = 
e only thus waive his = 
to cg, but he declared 72 3 


wat not of this World: Tf 
Werld (ſaid he) then would 
Expreſſing thereby tłie e 0 


cumbent upon all —— in Gene ny 
and fight for their ant Sopereign, 25 
his Service requires er e a Modern” 


ſays lifh-Men, is ally true, of 

Jett, ent thy are an . hecke tet L- 
4 fil Prince: And tho” they a "never takMagy 

* Oath of Allegien h ve "as 1 5 


_ ble at 


by 


er Me 


8 ate © 
* 


N 1 


| 2 b) Se. Matt, ii — Chap.i. (4) 
— Chap. ” (%. Mat. xxl. I ©: = Js. 
00 1 10 1. * — vil. 36. | 


TOP) 1 P / t M a) 
* 
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. N Thouſand Sotemn Oaths and Proviiſes 
No P : And that the Subjects or Servants of all 


Lau ul Princes, are obliged, by che very Nature. 


A. Soyerument and the Agreement ot all Mau- 
by kind, to endeavour by force of Arms, if other- 
[& wiſe they cannot, to zeſcue and defend their 
& J Spyerajgns, from any Jnjuries offered them by 
any of their Enemies (ö). But as, in this 
775 ular Caſe, our Bleſſed Sepiaur did not make 


Claim of his \Reghn ©. SO neither would he ſutier | 


15 had ar 5 thoug * 15 8255 laſtant, 
Way oye 4 ic ted n (even 
leſs than 1755 3 the ee the + vr che WD, 


foal 170 with the Sword (c). And give 
ere tQ . bgrro- a juſt Concluſt on of, a 
82 E wag, from this very Caſe, that « if 
Nate the Malice of the Jews,. nor. the Inno- 
. \cence of our, polls if neither the Truth of our 
*, Religion. perſecutèd i in its Fountter, nor the ap- 
by parent — My +AMebice and Envy, of Violence 
< "and - Oppre peared. in the whole 
1 e of 1 en of him, were Suffici- 
4 05 re PEER 9 to fam! the 585 5 
in at Legal Authorit whic 

x wg Wal We muſt 1 t 88 
4 vil any of theſe Prerences dufßice to juſtify 
© any, other Chriftians, in the like Circumſtances, 

1 4 now. But it it mall pleaſe Cod, at any time, to 
, prone the Lawful vers og be Againſt Ut, and 
* make them that hate us to Rule over us, we 
muſt follow the the Example of our bleſſed Mu 


* for 


* * 
rn 


— : %öj ͤ—Üö—2— i 2 > 


— 
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(s) Mil id 15. 
nr 1 0 Jo 197 ky. (WEEN 


tbe To 3 fry. 


, and ſubmit 'Pariently to heir Ru 
p af not, with this warm Apoſtle, take the 
tc againſt thoſe, to whom God has committed the 
« Power of the Sword“ (a). And this he 
properly calls the true Chriſtian Doftrine of 2 
miſſion (or, in other Words, [ative Dbedience and 
Hog -Reſiſtance)eo the Civil Pagiſttate. For this ou? 

lefſed Seviour himſelf taught us, when he patient 

ſubmitted himſelf to die by the bat Lern 
(who pled by thay Ks "Enyerdiy Commiſſion 
acknowl ing, t his Pomer was Fichi 
above (). ws fr 
And, that the Jews paid all this Submiſſion to 
"Emperor, as a Duty to their Lawful Soverel 
we may gather from the Rage or Fury wherew 
they proſecuted our  Seviowr as an Enemy to Cæſar. 
When they brought him before'Pilate, they aceus 


ſed him Wich Perverting the Nation, d . 
to give Tribute to Cæſar (c)! When Pilate ſheweda 


Inclinatiouto releaſe him, they cried out, I cs le 
this Man go thou ave not Czlar's Friend (4 4 pho And 
again, when he ſaid unto them; ſhall ot 
King ? the Chief Prieſt EY — — 2 
but Ceſar (e); thereby exprelly affirming ths 
Ceſar was their Lawful Soveraign.'  ' 
Jauch was the Right of Tiber5us, by whoſe: Au- 
thority our Bleſſed Savibur was put to Death. But 
J cau't leave it, without this Remark, relating to 
the raſh Reſt ance'of that Authority, That, as as Peter 
(from whom the Pope pretends to claim his Bu- 
-premacy) was the Perſon »eſiſting,, ſo the Perſon 
-wounded and miraculouſly healed again, was' called 
" Malchw (f) (which in the Original fi nifies a King) 
not without a Myſtery, to ſhaw us the Ula 5 
of that Unchriftian Doctrine of killing and: "= 


©» 
\ 


———— —— — — . 
(s) Wake's Serm. before the Lords 30 Jan. 1707. (s), Se. 

Joh. xix, 11, (e) Sr. Luk, xxiil. 11. (4) 87 Jab. u 12. "(9 

25. HY. Luke xxii. FL, St. Joh. xviii. 10. 
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- * * gug-Lawful-Kings,: © much contended. for by 
of the wort of N bo from them 
taken. up 2 the G00 thoſe w cal We 


pinks 
ſome 
by 2 9 


eee aan ano 


- During all. mhich. Senner, there is not indeed 
leaſt Footſtep of a Linea Hereditary Deſcent in 
\ Rowan Empire,. " bet the Succeſtion to the Impe- 
1 Throne was Elrdt jve, Caſual, Uncertain, and Ar- 
on and whoſpever obtained the Sovereign Power 
the Cont the Senate and People, w. was the 
bted Lawful:-Sovereign, according, to the 
of the Reman Empire. Becauſe (as 1 
aid = there 8 after that, no ſuch thing as 
a Competition for the Throne, nor any Pietender 
a better Title: I believe, tis agreed on all 
bides, that Polleſllon, how ſoever obtained, muſt be 
preſum d to be Righeful, until a better Title appear 
693 that, in a Word, I hall make no doubt of 

the above- named Emperours being Lewfully 

of the Sovereign, Power, at leaſt, till I am Beer 
ho were better intitled thereto, and whether 
ach” berrer Title was 2 up, and aſſerted, in Op- 
poſition to the Poſſeſſor ; that is (as we commonly ex- 
1 it now. ay), whether there were . 


_ —_— And he, hav TE fer 


ok... a cz. a-.cco cacurtw._] ot . that. and 


DS: aca Aw mil R nds odd. odd ir _._ rv 


keg! Se = LY | 


the Throfie, 4 
Poſſeſſion « 


be Jute, pretending to, or clain 
vane choke 25 were only de aco in 
And therefore, to 
that St. Paul ſhould Appe From an Inferior 
ſtrate, to CFSAR himſelt (, who was de 
ſul Supreme Power ; and to whom he had conn 
n every Soul to be firbject-" for 1 
ſake (6). The * when we conſider gh © 
Qualifications of that Ceſar, even 41. 
of 'a Man, it ſhould convince us, that in Mos 
files Judgment, when he appealed to him, Domjs 
nion was nor founded fn Gare. 

Nor des it appear, how he would have behav'd 
himſelf towards an Utut And regard to the 
Rights of the Lawful Prince), ha d he been under one; 
unleſs we may gueſs (as 1, think we may 
from the Word by which the Ho Ghoſt in 
him to expreſs and diſtinguiſh the Higher ü 
to whom he commanded our Subjettian. For 
EZOTZIAI (which he there E every where e 
makes Choice of, for that Purpoſe) in very 225 
from Ki licet (which ſignifies. to be 
does always, and only, Ba weng Lawful P 52 
Whereas A NAM ETZ, from Na LP Sir; 


ſixnifes to be Able) would have, in General, DR 
any kind ot Power, which a Man Was able to get in- 
to his Hands; "Tithe Apoſtte's Meaning had not 
been particular, as well as * Expreſſion. And — 
would be a. Blaſphemaus Preſumption ta 
that the Holy Ghoſt (by whoſe Inſpiration n theſe 
Holy Books were written) ſhould not uſe 4 

for his own Meaning. 

ere | might have further purſu' d the Inquiry, 
whether the ian 72 de any Al- 
teration in Rights of King Duty of 
Subjects; z or whether that N. = greater Encou- 

raguanans 


Ad, xxv; 10. (b) Rom. 4. 


* . 5 nothing * nts | 


120 The' ſhat. HISTORY of 

ragement to Faction and Sedition, than the 53 
did, under. the old Mask of Religion and Lib 

| ® Bur it is ſo far from it, tha 9 N God then 

4 declared to be diſp leaſing to him, by ſuch 18. 

1 % ackable Fo Bagh (as are herein before re- 

| 64 lated), hath been now more fully manifeſted by: 

| « Frequent Precepts oy * Exhortations, by 
7 the moſt weighty ments, and the conſtant 

3 Practice of the 1 A the beſt of Chriſtians, a 

| de by the "black. Chatatter which is ſet npon 
8 thoſe, who. under a Pretence of Chriſtian Li 

Wt, did deſpiſe Dominion, and ſpeak evil of Di g 

* ties, and follow Cargh in "his Rebellion (4); how- 

2 ever they may Meals themſelves with greater 

*Lig „than former Ag es had, in this 8 0 they 

« 85 aig to be 1155 for whom is fe eg 0 

Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever (b)Y” |... w 
Thus have 1 faithfully perform'd,what 1 pr 

raiſed at the Beginning a nd if any, thing here« 

is of Vie toward, ling the Minds of my 

Fr in. Matters W gc teat and univerſal Cons 

n, I have my and ſhall add no more but 

che Declaration, A Jun as free from Prejudice. 4s 

any Man living, and. therefore ſhall readily 2 

id. correct any Miſtakes. or Overſights . I may bau 

ened to be guili 5 of, in this ſhore Hiſtory, upon dus 

otice and Corte Pheree, e 

— -e * 
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